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to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers*  Views 
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RADIO  TCATKER  Intended  ,  for  use  in  conrpiling  v/eather  data  to  a,id 

3ALL0ONS  transatlantic  commercial  aviation,  radio  meteorograph 

"balloons  \Tore  pronoimced  succes.sf^ul  yesterday  after  the 
first  open  ocean  trial  Dy  the  Coast  Guard  and  officials  of  the  ITeather 
Bureau,  according  to  an  Associated  Press  report  from  Boston.     A  seven- 
foot  "balloon  ^.vas  used  in  tLe  first  test  and  it  soared  from  a  Soast  Guard  ' 
cutter  to  a  height  of  35»CC'C  feet  hefore  "'oursting.     At  that  point  its 
automatic  radio  transmitter  flashed  to  ship''ooard  o'Dservers  a  temroerature 
of  60  degrees  "oelow  zero.     Similar  "balloons,  Coast  Guard  officials  said, 
would  he  sent  aloft  daily  oy  cutters  on  the  international  ice  -latrol, 
which  is  to  start  duty  in  ah  out  a  m.onth. 

"DUST  BOWL"  A  hlizzard-oirne  snowfall  ranging  in  depth,  from  6  to 

SITO^ALL  17  inches  anchored  dov/n  ye st er day  the  topsoil  of  the  south/- 

vre stern  "dust  hovd",  home  of  the  hlack  hlizzards"  of  the 
droiight  years,,  says  a  Lamar  (Colo.)  re'oort  03^  the  Associated  Press,  Lamar, 
subjected  to  tv-o  dust  storms  since  an  early  January  raan,  received  I7 
inches  of  snow.     Grateful  farm.ers  v:ho  had  watched  fall  wheat  grow  spotty 
during  recent  dry  v^eeks  confidently  planned  to  hegin  spring  planting  as 
soon  as  the  ground  soal.cs  up  the  inch  or  m.ore  of  new  moisture.     "This  is 
the  most  snow  I  have  seen  in  this  country  since  the  winter  of  191S~19," 
said  Hackett    Smartt,  vice  president  of  the  Colorado  Parm.  Bureau,  "It 
ought  to  settle  tha  dust  for  the  next  month  or  six  weeks. " 


NEELY  BILL  Liheralization  of  the  civil  service  retirement  act 

APPROVED  affecting  goverrmient  employees,  as  provided  in  the  ITeely 

hill,  v;as  a'oproved  yesterday  for  the  second  tim.e  hy  the 
Senate  Civil  Service  CoiTimittee  in  executive  session.     Major  provisions 
of  the  hill  are:   reduces  the  age  at  ^.'.^ich  an  employee  may  retire  after 
30  years  of  service  to  6U,  60  and  5S  years,  as  against  the  present  6S, 
63  and  6C  years;  allows  3  l-yea,r  extensions  when  approved  hy  the  Civil 
Service  Commission;  -orovides  that  employees  retired  for  disahility  shall 
be  kept  on  retirement  rolls  for  12  months  after  recovery  instead  of  9- 
days;   increases  employees',  contrihution  to  4  percent  of  oasic  pay  instead 
"^f  3  1/2  as  at  present;  permits  employees  to  deposit  additional  amoimts 
of  from  1  to  IC  "oercent  of  their  salary  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  ad- 
ditional annuities.     (Washington  Post . ) 
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Calif.  Peach  "Latest  and  most  far-reaching  attempt  to  hring 

Organization    .  order  and  -orofits  to  all  groups  in  the  chaotic  Califor- 
nia canned  peach  Dusiness  resulted  recently'"  in  the 
organization  of  the  California  Pruit  Factors,"  says  Business  Week  (Febru- 
ary 25).     "This  is  an  organization  of  cooperative  grower  organizations, 
canners  and  "banks. «,  The  new  organization  proposes  to  ouy  fruit,  can  it, 
and  sell  the  product,  an  idea  which  growers  endorsed  after  the  canners' 
price  control  flopped  and  heavy  losses  were  ahsorhed  all  along  the  line 
from  orchard  to  distributor  on  the  193^  pack.     A  stable  price  level-  is 
one  objective  of  the  plan, The  organization  will  deal  with  growers'  ..- 
groups  only  (not  with  individual  growers),  with  individiial  canners,  lend- 
ing agencies  and  the  buyers  of  coamed  fruit.     It  proposes  to  -©"btain  an 
agreement  among  all  elements  on  a  standard  schedule  of  costs  for  fruit, 
picking,  hauling,  freight  and  packing* " 

Lemon  Two  workers  of  .the  University  of  Cali-  ornia  Citrus 

Bootst?^:ok  ^       Experiment  Station  are  authors  of  a  report  on  lemon  root- 
stock  expejSiiO^ii^y'  ^Lh'^^2W'^V-^rl^Hf^l*  01  lemons  used,  iJareka  and  Lisbon, 
caine  from  single  trees  of  these  respective  varieties..     "The  Eureka  strain 
traces  back  to  a.  single  tree  planted  in  I9CU  near  Corona,"  say    the  author 
"...This  str-ain  of  Eureka  v/as  selected- as  suitable  for  the  experiments 
because  it  is  a  true-to-t^/pe  Eureka  tree,,.It  is  the  t^^^e  of  Eureka 
"strain  which  has  become  the  2-^redominating  one  of  this  variety  in  Califor- 
nia,  owing  in  a  large  measure  to  the  commendable  efforts  of  A,  L.  Shamel 
(B-uxeau  of  Plant  Industry)  a,nd  his  co-workers  and  to  the  Eruit  Growers 
Supply  Company. . , " 

Book  on  " Sta.nl ey  J.  i.ia„rsden,  in  charge  of  poultry  research 

Turkeys  at  the  ITational  Agricultural  Research  Center  (Beltsville) 

and  Dr.  J.  Holmes  Ivlartin,  director  of  the  PeSi'^rial  Poultry 
Research  Laboratory  a.t  East  Lansing,  T.Iichigan,   are  the  authors  of  the 
ne'.vest  book  on  tuxkey  raising,    'Turkey  Management',"  says  the  American 
Poultry  Journal  (March).     "The  text  is  written  in  a.  strightf orward  prac- 
tical way  for  turkey  breed-ers  Yiho  want  to  keej)  up  to  date  on  mavnagement 
methods.     One  of  the  most  important  chapters  is  tha.t  on  breeding, .  .Eor 
the  first  time  com-olete  instructions  a.nd  di  o^raaiis  are  given  for  sexing 
poults  and  how  to  use  artificial  insemination  for  breeding.     Other  chap- 
ters are  equally  up  to  date;  the  whole  book  is  well  ' illustra.t ed  with 
photographs  ajid  diagrams." 


in£: 


BaJloon  The  ITew  York  Times  re'oortsa  nev/  m^ethod  of  ^^^^gfJP^fl^^j'y'^ 


Flashlights      v/ind  velocity  by  balloons.       "Prof.  A.  E.  Spilh-aus  of  f 

attaches  to  the  balloons  a  loiece  of  fuse  whicri  has  flares 
at;  reg"alar  intervals.     After  tiio  fuse  is  lighted,   just  as  the  balloon 
is  released,  the  flares  ignite,   one  after  the  other.     Simultajieously  a 
lEG-degree_camera  takes  oictures.     The  flashes  are  recorded  a,s  vrhite 
streaks.     Tl.e  new  method  will  not  suioplant  the  theodolite  obs'-^i^vat  ions, 
but  has  its  -ilace,  particularly  in  determining  v.rinds  ^CG  to  1,000  feet 
off  the  grouad.  " 
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Portable  "Portaole  laying  ho\ises — houses  Duilt  in  sections, 

Poultry  to  "be  "bolted  together  on  the  farm— represent  a  -:>rogressive 

Houses  step  in  the  adva,ncement  of  the  poultr",^  industry,"  saj^s 

I.i.  C.  Small,  associate  editor  of  Poultry  Trioune,  in  the 
March  issue,  .  " , ♦ . Readymade  sectional  houses  eliminate  the  necessity 
of  the  farmer  spending  a  great  aiiaount  of  tim.e  planning  and  supervising 
the  "building  of  a  laying  house.      Houses  can  he  ootained  in  practically 
any  "building  material  and  in  any  size  and  style  desired, l^.en  holted 
together,  these  houses  are  as  rigid,   strong  and  d-ujrahle  as  the  so-called 
permanent  typo  of  structures.     Dropping  hoards,  perches,  dropping  pits 
and  nests  can  "be  made  easily  in  sections  which  hinge  to  the  walls,.," 
The  article  is  accompanied  "by  illustrations  of  readymade  portable  poultry 
houses  and  also    v/orking  dravdngs  of  a  20  x  UO  foot  house  to  he  huilt 
in  sections  and  erected  on  the  fam. 

Senate,  Considering  hills  on  the  calendar,  passed  the  follov/- 

Peo. , 27  ing:   S.   8o4,  for  relief  of  officers  for  disallowances  and 

.   charges  on  account  of  airplane  travel;   S.  1523,  to  author- 
ize payment  of  hurial  expenses,  etc.,  for  U.S.   employees  who  die  while 
stationed  ahroad;  S.Hes.  S6,  extending  the  time  for  filing  a  report  hy 
the  SpeciaJ  Committee  on  Tojcation  of  Government  Securities  and  Salaries, 

The  Committee  on  Pinance  reported  with  amendments  H.H.  3790,  Pub- 
lic Salary  Ta.x  Act  of  1939  (S.Rept.  112).     The  Coirumittee  on  Agriculture 
and  Forestry  reported  without  rmondmont  S.  I363,  to  amend  section  ICl 
(c)  (k)  of  the  Agricultural  AdjustmentAct  of    193g  relating  to  farm 
acreage  allotments  (S.Rept.  117). 

Several  Senators  suomitted  ariiendm.ent s  which  they  intend  to  pro- 
pose to  hills  as  follov/s:   oy  hr.  Lee,  to  the  revenue  hill,  to  increase 
tariff  duty  on  cashew  nuts;  h;;-  Mr.  lYiley,   to  S.  1C32,  amending  the 
ITalsh-Healgy  Pu"blic  Contracts  Act;   oy  i.ir.  Danaiier,   to  S.  oE^,   to  create 
a  Division  of  ITater  Pollution  Control;  hy  Ilr.  Bailey,  to  rI,R,  379^,  Pub- 
lic Salary  Ta.x  Act  of  I939. 

Both  Houses  received  the  annual  re'oort  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
for  193s. 

House,  Continued  debate  on  H,R.  UU92,  Treasury-? ost  Office 

Feb.   27  Aopropriation  Bill  for  I9U0. 

Received  a  letter  from  the  Secretar';-  of  Agriculture, 
transmitting  suggested  amendments  to  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act; 
to  Com.   on  Agricultm^e, 

Received  a  simp  1  erne ntal  estimate  of  $6,000,000,  War  De-)artment, 
for  flood  control,  Mississippi  River  and  Tributaries  (H.Doc.  ISl), 

(Prepared  by  Office  of  Budget  and  Pinance. ) 

Palse  Ads  Albert  Lane,   trading  as  Consumers  Board  of  Standards, 

llevf  York,  publisher  of  p<omphlets  now  Imown  as  "Consumers 
Bureau  Reports,"  and  formerly  Imovrn  as  "Cons"umers  preference,"  is  named 
in  a  complaint  of  the  Federal  Trade  Comm.ission  charging  false  advertis- 
ing representations,   the  commhssion  announces.  (Press.) 
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Cucomoer  Southern  i^riculturist  (March)  contains  "Pickling 

pickles  Cuc"um"bers"  oy  I.  0.  Schaub,  Acting  Director,  ITorth  Carolina 

in  South  Experiment  Station,  and  Dr.  Henry  G.  Knight,  Chief,  Bureau 

of  Chemistry  and  Soils.     They  say    in  part:   "Until  a  fe\v 
years  ago,  practically  all  the  pickling  cucumhers  were  prodiiced  around 
the  Great  Lakes  Decause  it  was  thought  that  this  was  the  ideal  cucumher- 
producing  region  due  to  the  hot  humid  days  and  cool  nights... The  i-Torth 
Carolina  Agricultural  College,   in  cooperation  with  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,   set  out  to  find  through  scientific  research  ^-hy  cucumher 
pickles  could  not  "be  manufactured  as  su.ccessfully  in  the  South. ,  .As  a 
result  of  experience  hy  the  packers  and  the  cooperative  scientific  inves- 
tigations directed  hy  I.i.  E.  Gardner,  at  the  college,  and  Dr. -Harry  E. 
Goresline,   of  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils,   some  of  the  xorohlems 
liave  "been  solved  and    others  are  "being  investigated  and  the  whole  ?rork 
is  expanding, .  .Research  'nas  helped  the  work  so  much  that  two  men  attached 
to  the  ilorth  Carolina  Exx^eriment  Station,  Dr.  Iva.n  D.  Jones  and  Dr.  Otto 
Veerhoff ,  and  two  in  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils,  Dr.  h.  K,  Veldhuis 
and  J.  L.  Etchells,  are  now  giving  their  full  time  to  research  in  this 
rapidly  expanding  farm  enter^orise, .  .The  production  of  cucumhers  for 
pickling  purposes  has  not  reached  the  large  commercial  fai-m  scale  in 
Horth  Caroling  and  other  Southern  Sts.tes  that  it  has  in  the  northern 
cucum"ber  l)elt,.,out  the  $U0  or  $50  net  often  derived  from  the  production 
of  an  acre  of  cucumbers  not  only  comes  during  the  midsummeE  season  when 
cash  is  short,  but  it  is  also  another  source  of  cash  income  to  aid  in 
diversified  farming. " 

Exnoeriment  "...The  exoeriment  stations  are  not  so  well  knovm  as 

Stations  "bigger  farm  agencies  which  deal  'more  directly  with  the 

public, "  says  an  editorial  in  the  Great  Palls  Tribime 
(February  l6).     "Yet  their  work  is  basic  and  cannot  well  be  dispensed 
with.,,We  do  not  knovr  what  will  be  c^sidered  best  land  use  of  our  praarie 
soils  20  years  from  now.     The  testing  period  is  not  over.     But  if  there 
are  changes  to  be  m.ade  in  our  cultural  practices  in  the  meant im.e,  they 
will  be  based  to  a  predominant  degree  on  the  continuing  studies  now  ■ 
undsr  v/ay  in  cro-os,  grasses,  cultural  methods,   livestock  ;iractice  'by  the 
scientists  in  the  several  stations.     These  men  do  not  have  administrative 
functions,     Tiisy  do  not  suoervise  the  farmers'  activities,   or  promote 
policies,  or  organize  movements.     They  carry  on,  year  after  year,  tests 
and  studies  on  various  farming  problems  in  the  honest  sea^rch  for  the 
truth.     Their  results  are  demonstrated  .and  applied  by  Extension  Service, 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  farmers  and  stockmen  afterwards.  But 
in  the  plots  of  the  stations  the  facts  are  first  determined.     These  com- 
paratively inexpensive  but  little  knovrn  insti'.utions  are  of  fundamental 
imiDortance  to  Montana  agriculture.  " 
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FERTILIZER  The  Justice  Department  annoimced  yesterday  it  had 

li'iVESTIGATION      laixricheid  an  investigation  of  the  fertilizer  industry 

with  a  view  to  oreaking  up  monopolistic  comhinat ions. 
The  inquiry,  the  department  said,   is  the  result  of  comiolaints  received 
over  man^?"  years  from  farm  organizations,  cooperatives,  fertilizer  deal- 
ers and  mixers,  and  various  unorganized  groups  of  farmers.    Aside  from 
dissolving  comhinations  which  may  "be  maintaining  excessive  prices  for 
fertilizers,  one  ;our]pose  of  the  invesfcigation  will  he  to  remove  a  threat 
to  the  national  defense,  the  department  declared.    Nitrate  of  soda,  an 
im]ported  Chilean  fertilizer,  is  a  strategic  war  material.  Meanwhile, 
William  T.  Kelley,  chief  counsel  of  trie  Federal  Trade  Commission,  told 
the  President '  s  monopoly  coiJfiiittee  that  sections  of  the  Clayton  antitrust 
act  were  "susceptihle  of  easy  evasion."     (Washington  Post , ) 


RAILROAD  The  House  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce  Committee 

AID  BILL  made  puolic  yesterday  the  draft  of  a  hill  to  aid  the  rail- 

roads, whicli  had  been  proposed  hy  the  Committee  of  Six 
named  hy  President  Roosevelt  to  study  the  carriers'  problems.     It  carried 
out  recommendations  which  already  have  been  made  public.  M.  V/.  Clement, 
president  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  was  chairman  of  the  committee. 
The  measure  would  place  responsibility  for  all  regulatory  provisions  re- 
garding rates,   services,  valuation  and  accounting  for  all  modes  of  trans- 
portation on  the  Interstate  Commerce  Coirimission.     A  feature-  of  the  measure 
is  the  provision  creating  a  new  and  independent  agency  to  be  known  as  the 
TransiDortation  Board. 


HUNTERS  Dr.  Ira  N.  Gabrielson,  Chief  of  the  Biological  Survey, 

INCREASE  told  the  Maryland  Sportsmen's  Club  this  week  that  there  is 

a  tremendous  increase  in  the  number  of  hunters,  says  a 
report  in  the  Baltimore  Sun.     "Four  years  ago^^j'J|_j_IieQgj:olained,  "...the 
first  ye£ir  of  the  (duck  stamp)  sale  broLight  us  j  *  ..^T.and  this  year,  witlf 
reports  from  some  of  the  duck-shooting  states  still  missing,  we  already 
have  received  $909,000  from  the  sale  of  duck  stamps.     I  expect  that  when 
the  full  figures  are  in,   there  will  be  more  than  $1,000,000  on  the  books 
from  this  source  this  year.     -That  v/e've  got  to  figure  out  now  is  hov/ 
many  ducks  and  geese  we  can  safely  allow  these  million  or  so  duck  hunt- 
ers to  kill  each  day  this  shooting  season  vdthout  killing  off  entirely 
the  increased  supply  and  thus  lose  some  of  the  ground  we  have  gained," 


Vol.  LXXII,  No.  U2 


-  2  - 

Section  2 


March  2,  1939 


House,  The  House  passed  H.  R.  U^I92,  Treasury-Post  Office 

iFehruary  2Z        Appropriation  Bill  for  19^0.    An  amendment  hy  Mr.  Pace, 

to  require  the  Post  Office  Department  to  purchase  cotton 
twine  instead  of  Jute  twine,  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  7^  103* 

The  conference  report  on  H,jR.37^3»  Independent  Offices  Appropria- 
tion Bill  for  19^0,  was  submitted  to  the  House.     As  reported  from  con- 
ference the  item  for  Tennessee  Valley  Authority  remains  at  the  Senate 
fi^Lire,  $39,003,000,  and  the  appropriation  is  made  available  for  G-ilberts- 
ville  Earn  and  Watts  2ar  Dam, 

The  Committee  on  Claims  reported  without  am.endment  H.P.  I96I,  for 
relief  of  officers  and  employees  of  the  U.S.  from  disallowances  and 
charges  on  account  of  airplane  travel  (H,  Rept.  10^0* 

Mr.  Thomas  of  New  Jersey  inserted  in  the  Record  a  letter  from  him 
to  Attorney  G-eneral  Murphy  requesting  an  investigation  of" the  dissemina- 
tion of  publicity  and  G-ovornmcnt  propaganda". 

(prepared  by  Office  of  Budget  &  Finance.) 

Int$5rstate  The  7/ashlngton  Post  in  an  editorial  (March  1)  says 

TrMe  that  JuF'tice  Prankfiortcr '  s  recent  opinion  "struck  a  de- 

'  cisive  blov;  at  trade-strangling  barriers  erected  by  state 

Legislatures,     By  affirm.ing  a  lower  court  decision  the  supreme  tribimal 
invalidated  a  Florida  statute  of  1937  v^hich  undertook  to  impose  a  tariff 
upon  the  importation  of  cem.ent.     This  duty  was  co.mouflaged  as  an  inspec- 
tion fee.     On  the  assumption  that  an  inferior  quality  of  cement  wa-s  being 
shipped  into  the  sto-tc,   the  legislature  authorized  the  State  Road  Bepart- 
mofnt  to  fix  minimum  standards  for  such  material  offered  for  sale  or  use 
i'n  Florida.     No  complaint  could  be  offered  against  that  section  of  the 
act.     But  to  implement  the  statute  the  legislat'ore  imposed  an  'inspection 
fee'   of  15  cents  per  hundred-weight  upon  all  cement  imported  from  foreign 
countries.     The  co-art  found  that  the  inspection  fee  am.ounted  to  *  sixty 
times  the  actual  cost  ^f  inspection*.     It  was  more  than  three  times  the 
duty  on  cement  fixed  by  the  Belgian  trade  agreem.ent ....  Justice  Frankfurter 
went  to  the  heart  of  the  matter  when  he  C'^ncluded  that  Hhe  very  purpose 
of  the  statute  is  to  keep  out  foreign  goods*.     'Such  an  assumption  of 
national  po-wers  by  a  State,*  he  further  asserted,    'has,   ever  since 
March  12,   lS27,...been  fo-uj-id  to  be  in  collision  with  the  Constitution,*... 
Legislatures  in  a  C'^^nsiderable  number  of  State  capitals  have  sought  de- 
vious means  of  encroaching  upon  Federal  powers,     Nnt  all  of  the  methods 
they  have  used  to  erect  trade  barriers  at  State  lii"ies  have  been  found  un- 
constitutional by  the  Supreme  Court.     But  the  current  decision  pointedly 
emphasizes  the  fact  that  there  are  limits  beyond  which  the  States  cannot  go 
in  interfering  with  interstate  and  international  trade.     The  decision 
should  give  added  impetus  to  the  m.ovement  to  wipe  out  restrictive  devices 
by  interstate  agreement..." 
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Health  Bill  A  national  health  program  designed  to  put  public 

Introduced         care  and  service  in  this  field  on  a  highly  developed  and 

Co-oi*dinated  basis  is  provided  in  an  Administration- 
endorsed  "bill  introduced  by  Senator  Wagner  this  week  as  an  amendment  to 
the  Social  Security  Act.     The  program,  which  would  involve  estimated 
Federal  grants-in-aid  of  about  $80,000,000  in  its  first  year  of  operation 
and  larger  sums  thereafter,  was  evolved  through  studies  which  have 
occupied  the  last  five  years.     It  represents  a  completely  new  approach, 
according  to  its  sponsor,  to  a  problem  considered  fundamental  by  the 
administration,     "No  social  legislation  projected  in  our  time,"  Senator 
Wagner  said  in  introducing  his  bill,  "is  more  closely  related  to  the 
general  welfare  than  a  national  program  for  health  protection.  No  Icgisla 
tion  makes  as  wide  an  appeal  to  the  public  conscience  and  to  the  dictates 
of  sound  economy.    No  legislation  was  launched  with  more  widespread 
approval  am.ong  persons  in  every  walk  of  life.    We  must  take  action  now  to 
conquer  this  last  remaining  frontier  of  social  security  in  America,"  The 
health  program,  he  emphasized,  does  not  provide  for  medical  care  by  the 
Federal  G-overnment  and  it  "does  not  establish  a  system  of  health  insur- 
ance or  require  the  States  to  do  so."     (New  York  Times.) 

Michigan  "At  least  3»000  purebred  rams  have  been  distributed 

.Ram  Trucks         by  the  Michigan  Purebred  Sheep  Breeders'  Association  in  th 

11  years  it  has  operated  a  ram  truck,  according  to  E.  L. 
Benson,  animal  husbandry  extension  specialist  at  Michigan  State  College," 
says  Successful  Farming  (March).     "Only  10  rams  were  sold  the  fir«t  year, 
but  in  later  years,  the  number  has  run  over  the  5OO  mark.     The  program 
of  the  Michigan  association  is  typical  of  that  carried  on  by  several  Mid- 
west states.     Upon  payment  of  $1,  a  sheep  breeder  can  become  a  member  of 
the  association  and  consign  his  surplus  or  used  rans  of  good  tjrpe  and 
.condition  to  the  ram  truck.    Each  Monday  morning,  during  a  six-weeks 
period,  the  truck  leaves  Michigan  State  College  with  up  to  SO  rams. 
Accompanying  it  are  E.  L.  Benson  and  Bert  Hoben,  a  lamb-grader  for  the 
Detroit  Livestock  Exchange ,  who  give  demonstrations  on  management  and 
grading  at  the  various  stops.    After  the  demonstrations,  the  rams  are 
sold  to  interested  buyers  at  whatever  price  has  been  set  by  the  consignor 
plus  $5  to  take  care  of  the  expenses  of  trucking,  feed,  and  miscellany. 
Only  Shropshires,  Oxfords,  and  Hampshircs  are  regularly  carried,  but 
other  breeds  may  be  had  by  ordering  them  through  the  office  of  the 
Michigan  college  extension  service.     Sheepmen  who  have  purchased  rams 
have  the  privilege  of  trading  an  animal  in  after  finishing  with  him,  pro- 
viding he  is  in  good  condition  and  free  of  external  parasites,  animals  so 
taken  being  valued  at  existing  market  prices.     'As  a  method  of  spreading 
the  influence  of  good  purebred  rams,  ram  trucks  seem  unexcelled,*  says 
Benson,     In  regions  ¥/here  very  few  purebreds  are  produced,  or  where  new 
bloodlines  are  needed,   the  transportation  of  rams  to  that  area  has  proved 
to  be  a  service  of  considerable  value..." 
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Eeclained  '  "Marsh  ^irecreaks"  is  the  title  of  an  article  in 

Swamos  American  Forests  (March)  "by  Williani'  T,  Cox,  Soil  Conser- 

vation Service.    He  , tells  of  plans  for  developing  the 
Eeltrami  Project  ,  area  (Minnesota).  'into  one  of  the  largest  i.Yildlife  areas 
on  the  continent.     He  says  in  part':  •  "Small  arid  cheap  control  dams  in 
great  members  rreve  constructed,  mostly  in  193^ »   '^'^  held  and  regulate 
water  in  tlie  (existing  drainage)  ditches,,, In  the  orief  time  the  ditches 
have  been  so  largely  under  control  the  iiirprcvement  of  the  area  and  the 
increase  in  wildlife  have  "been  very  striking.     Pires  liave  "been  practically 
eliminated  from  what  used  to  "be  one  of  the  very  worst  fire  districts  in 
the  country, ,.  The  "belts  of  v/et  marsh  have  served  to  kee;"-  them,  out,,, The 
marsh  "f irebrealcs,  . , were  also  intended  to  serve  as  "breeding  grounds  for 
wildlife,  and  their  value  in  this  respect  ha^s  been  just  as  strikingly  d 
demonstrated, ., The  increase  in  "beaver  population  has  "been  notable.  There 
are  now  fully  twice  as  -many  of  tiiese  valuable  animals  in  this  district 
as  there  were  three  years  ago.     Deer  have  increased  rapidly,   so  have  the 
elk;  and  even  the  m.oose  have  been  gaining.  The  last  remaining  band  of 
woodland  caribou  in  the  United  States  is  found  in  this  project  area... 
The  anim.als  brought  in  are  doing  exceptionally  7:ell  and  give  promise  of 
saving  the  woodland  ca,ribou  from  extinction  in  the  United  States,  But 
the  most  tremendous  increase  in  wildlife  is  noted  in  the  case  of  water- 
fowl,    From  the  few  pairs  of  mallards  that  used  to  nest  around  the  oc- 
casional beaver  ponds  or  along  the  Eapid  Eiver  pools,  there  are  now  lit- 
erally hundreds  of  thousands  of  ducks,  of  eight  or  nine  species,  hatch- 
ing in  these  marshes — constituting  what  is  probably  the  largest  con- 
solidated wildfovd  nesting  area  in  tlie  country.  " 

Ne\v  Elm  The  country*  s  most  esteemed  shade  tree,  the  Am.erican 

Disease  elm,   is  now  beset  vrith  another  epidemic  killer,  a  virus 

disease.    Pathologists  of  the  Bureaii  of  Plant  Industry 
find  it  has  killed  thousands  of  elms  in  the  last  few  years  in  the  middle 
and  lower  Ohio  "Valley.     Pirst  indications  of  the  disease  are  a  slight 
shriveling  and  brittleness  of  the  leaf.     This  is  accompanied  by  a  rot- 
ting of  the  roots  and  the  irmer  bark    of  the  tr^aiik:,     TTithin  a  few  months 
the  tree  may  be  dead,     Tliis  is  the  first  tim.e  a,  virus  disease  has  be- 
come an  epidemic  killer  on  forest  or  shade  trees  in  the  nation.  When 
the  bureau  cculd  find  no  organism  responsible  for  the  disease,  they 
proved  it  a  virus  by  grafting  scions  from  diseased  trees  to  healthy  trees. 
In  a  nuTiber  of  cases  the  healthy  tree  was  infected.     The  proof  that  such 
a  disease  will  kill  forest  and  shade  trees  in  an  epidemic  v/ay  m.ay  op£n 
a  new  field  in  the  study  of  tree  diseases,  bureau  workers  believe.  They 
hope  next  to  determine  how  the  virus  is  spread  and  what  may  be  done  to 
combat  it,       (iTev;  York  Times,)- 

Eural  Sales  The  Commerce  Department  says  that  sales  of  general 

merchandise  in  sm^all  toi^ms  and  rural  areas  of  the  Middle 
West  were  7  percent  higher  in  January  than  in  the  same  m.onth  last  year, 
while  for  the  nation  as  a  whole  the  increase  war  5  l/2  percent.  (A,?.) 
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RZCRaANIZATION  3y  a  "strictlj  part^  vote,"  a  special  House  committee 

BILL  ACTION       at  its  first  meeting  yesterday  indorsed  the  new  "bill  for 

reorganisation  of  federal  agencies  and  will  report  it 
out  today,    mving  the  way  for  possible  House  action  on  the  measure  next 
week,   sayr.  a  report  in  the  Washington    Poet,  The  Le'nocratic  majority 
approved  it  vdthout  ajr.endment.     The  proposed  le^:irlation  is  far  less 
drastic  t}:an  the  reorganization  bill  that  was  defeated  last  session. 
It  would  give  President  Roosevelt  power  to  submit  reorganization  pro- 
posals vrliic:  would  become  effective  unless  the  House  and  Senate,  in  con- 
current resolution,  vetoed  thern. 


I^TEW  YORK  Willard  H.  Allen,  Kew  Jersey  State  Secretary  of  Ag- 

MILK  SHED  ri culture, said  yesterday  that  invalidation  of  a  federal- 

state  milk  market irig  agreement  may  "dem.oralize  the  price 
stimcture"  in  the  Empire  State  and  react  on  New  Jersey  by  making  it  dif- 
fiC'-'-lt  to  hold  in  line  prices  fixed  by  the  hilh  Control  Board.  Edward 
W,  Currie,  legal  r."^presentat ive  of  the  board,   said,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  Nev;  York  prices  "faced  demoralization  before  and  we  successfully 
weathered  the  storm, "  The  marketing  agreement  was  upset    last  week  at 
Albany  by  Federal  Judge  ?rank  Cooper,  v;ho  held  the  pact  contained  "con- 
fiscatory" and  "misrepresentative"  features.  (A.P.) 


USED  ASST.  Tiie  appointment  of  Harry  E.  Reed  .as  assistant  chief 

CHIEP  3AS  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Sconomiics  is  anno^onced  by 

C,  VJ,  Kitchen,  associate  chief,    Mr.  Reed,  vrith  a  broad 
background  in  livestock'  production  and  agricultural  miarketing  work,  has 
been  -with  the  bureau  for  eight  years.     Since  1935  -""^^  has  ssrved  as  agri- 
cultural commissioner  in  the  bureau's  London  and  Berlin  offices.  In 
his  n:,'W  capacity,  Hr.  Reed  will  assist  in  the  adm.ini  st  rat  ion  of  all 
marketing  research,   service  a^nd  regulatory  work,   including  the  federal- 
state  crop  and  livestock  estimating  service,  the  nation-wide  market  news 
service,  the  farm^  products  standardization  and  inspection  services,  and 
the  administration  of  various  federal  laws  pertaining  to  the  marketing 
of  farm  products.     These  service  and  regulatory  activities  comprise  the 
agricultural  marketing  service,  as  contemiplcited  by  Secretary  WaJlace  in 
the  departmental  reorganization  program. 


Vol.  LXXII,  No.  U3 


-  2  - 

Section  2 


March  3,  I939 


Senate,  Th.e  Committee  on  Commerce  su"bmitted  S.  Rept.  120,  on 

March  1  S,  6S5,  to  create  a  Division  of  Water  Pollution  Control 

in  the  Public  Health  Service,  which  was  reported  without 
amendment  Pehruary  21.  .  . 

House,  The  House  agreed  to  the  conference  reT)ort  on  H.R.2g68, 

March  1  First  Deficiency  Appropriation  Bill  for  1939* 

The  House  concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment  increasing 
the  item  for  New  England  hurricane  damage  from  $3,000,000  to  $5,000,000, 
"by  a  vote  of  203  "^o  1^6,    The  House  concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment 
increasing  the  item  for  insect  pest  and  plant-disease  control  with  an 
amendment  to  fix  the  amount  at  $2,~2-50,000  instead  of  the  previous  House 
figure  of  $2,000,000  or  the  Senate  figure  of  $5,Ul7,000,  by  a  vote  of 
118  to  96. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  conference  report  on  H,R,37H3.  Independent 
Offices  Appropriation  Bill  for  19^0.     The  most  controversial  feature  of 
the  conference  report  was  its  agreement  to  the  Senate  increase  in  the 
T.V.A,  item  to  provide  for  work  on  the  G-ilbertsville  Dam  and  the  Watts 
Bar  Dam,  and  the  vote  was  ISU  to  175* 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  reported  H.R,U630,  War  Department 
Appropriation  Bill  for  19U0  (H.Eept.  112). 

Mr.  Culkin  spoke  in  opposition  to  H.R.2531>  "t-he  Lea  bill  to  amend 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Act  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  I  ,C.  Com.mission. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  reported  without  amendment  H.J. 
Res.  150,  to  amend  Public  Resolution  No.  125,  75"^^  Cong.,  regarding  , 
participation  in  the  Third  International  Congress  for  Microbiology,  1939 
(H.Rept.  115).  (Prepared  by  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance.) 

Terminology  Scientists  are  tackling  one  of  the  most  difficult  of 

for  Colors         all  Jobs  known  to  men — the  task  of  bringing  some  semblance 

of  order  out  of  the  chaos  of  terms  designating  colors. 
Colors  and  their  proper  scientific  designation  are  most  important  in  many 
fields;   in  medicine,  paper  making,   textiles,   industry  generally,  lighting, 
psychology  and  fashion.     It  was  only  a  few  years  ago  that  colorists  found 
there  were  59  different'  colors  all  designated  by  the  same  name  on  the 
color  charts  of  man^afacturers .    And,  in  another  case,   there  were  U7  quite 
similar  colors  all  designated  by  different  color  names.    At  the  meeting 
of  the  Inter-Society  Color  Council  recently,  scientists  reported  the 
nev/est  advances  in  building  up  a  true  simple  chart  of  colors  . which  would 
replace  the  hodge-podge  of  names  now  used  except  for  advertising  purposes. 
Dr.  S.  N.  G-athercoal  of  the  University  of  Illinois  School  of  Pharmacy, 
said  great  simplification  of  color  designations  has  been  found  possible, 
until  the  number  of  terms  needed  is  only  a  few  and  variations  of  shade 
are  possible  by  use  of  a  careful  list  of  a  few  qualifying  adjectives. 
(Science  Service.) 
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Strip  Coal  "Operators  of  strip  coal  mines  have  pursued  their 

Mining  ruthless  way  until  many  citizens  are  "becoming  outraged," 

says  an  editorial  in  the  Prairie  Farmer  (February  25). 
"Wasted  farm  land  is  desecrated,  robhed  of  its  mineral  wealth,  and  al- 
lowed to  lie  a  barren,  unsightly  waste.     Shaft  miners  by  the  thousands 
have  been  put  out  of  work,  because  of  the  greater  daily  tonnage  taken 
from  strip  mines  with  machines.    This  has  not  been  reflected  in  a  lov/er 
price  of  coal  to  cons^omers.    Waste  land  reverting  to  the  state  for  taxes 
when  abandoned  by  the  mining  companies,  has  taken  great  acreages  off  the 
county  tax  lists,  placing  heavier  burdens  upon  the  rest  of  the  property. 
The  state  of  mind  of  the  public  is  reflected  in  the  fact  that  bills  com- 
pelling the  restoration  of  the  land,  making  it  level,  with  the  surface 
soil  on  top,  have  been  introduced  this  session  in  the  Iowa,  Illinois, 
and  Indiana  legislatures." 

Deficient  The  lower-paid  workers  buy  mostly  food  that  "sticks 

Food  Diets         to  the  ribs,"  as  they  put  it,  but  that  is  merely  "hunger- 
staying,"  as  the  experts  say,  and  lacks  needed  minerals 
and  vitamins,  according  to  a  survey  made  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture,   The  study  was  made  by  Dr.  Hazel  K,  Stiebeling  and  Esther  F. 
Phipard  of  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  as  a  WPA  project.     It  cpvered 
^,000  diets  of  employed  wage-ea,rners  and  low-salaried  clerical  workers 
in  forty -three  industrial  centers  in  eight  parts  of  the  country.  The 
report  says  that  when  fap.ilies  could  afford  only  $1.25  "to  $1.^7  a  person 
a  week  for  food,  the  diet  had  the  above  defects.     Fnen  the  budget  rose 
to  $3 '75        $^«37      person  a  week,  the  diet  included  nearly  twice  as  much 
milk,  and  from  two  to  three  times  as  much  butter,  eggs,  green  and  yellow 
vegetables,  meat,  poultry  and  fish.     The  survey  showed  potatoes  to  be 
one  of  the  most  popular  single  foods,  regardless  of  the  amount  spent. 
North  Atlantic  families  were  the  heaviest  potato  eaters.     Bread  varied 
less  in  quantity  with  change  in  income,  but  tastes  varied  widely.  Much 
more  rye  bread  and  macaroni  was  eaten  in  North  Atlantic  cities.  Whole 
wheat  as  well  as  rye  was  popular  on  the  Pacific  Coast.     Southern  families, 
especially  Negroes,  shov/ed  a  preference  for  home-baked  breads,     (New  York 
Times.) 

Canadian  The  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  reports  that  in 

Trade  the  first  month  of  operation  of  the  new  United  States- 

Canada  trade  treaty,  Canadian  exports  to  the  United  States 
totaled  $36,277*000 — an  increase  of  75  percent  over  figures  for  January, 
1932 •     Imports  from  the  United  States,  on  the  other  hand,  aggregated 
$28,790,000,  a  decrease  of  11  percent,  compared  with  $32,330,000  in 
January,  1938.     Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  fell  19.g  percent  to 
$7,110,000.    Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  dropped  to  $25,55^,000  from 
$3!^ > 570,000  in  January  of  last  year,  a  decrease  of  23  percent,  (Canadian 
Press, ) 
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Package  Lav/        'njiiiforin  '-package  laws  for  fruits  and  vegetables  and  uni~ 
Uniformity    fomi  reflations  as  to  vreigiits  and  measures  are  cited  "by 

the  Bureau  of  Agric^oltural  Economics  as  major  needs  for  grow- 
ers and  handlers  of  these  perishahle  farm  "products,"  says  the  Market 
QrTOY'iers  Journal  (Pehruary  15).     "According  to  the  "bureau,   some  30  states 
have  established  atandard  containers  other  than  those  estaolished  oy 
federal  law.     "For  the  most  part  these  state  standards  are  designed  to 
facilitate  the  shipping  of  produce  grovm  in  the  state  adopting  them. 
And  approved  containers  for  one  state  may  fail  to  comply,  with  the  weights 
and  measures  requirements  of  another  state.     If  state  laws  were  strictly 
•enforced,  hureau  officials  say,  the  vast  interchange  in  fruits  and  vego- 
taoles  "between  states  could  be  carried  on  only  with  extreme  difficulty. 
These  conflicts,   it  is  pointed  out,  tend  to  nullify  standardization  ef- 
forts T-hich  seek  to  set  up  trading  ijnits  whereby  the  cuantit^'',  quality, 
nature  and  value  of  fruits  and  vegetables  may  be  easily  determined  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  dece;otion  and  to  facilitate  trading.  " 

The  same  periodical,   in  an  article,  "ITew  Things  to  Try,"  mentions 
the  Saby  ?ord!;iook  bean  and  the  ITorthstar  strawberry.     "Baby  Fordhook,  " 
i't  says,   "is  the  baby  of  Dr.  Roy  Magruder  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Indus- 
try and  seems  to  have  done  well.     It  is  -irogenj?"  of  a  cross  between  Hen- 
derson and  For-dhook.     It  has  the  -ilimip  seed  of  the  latter  though  -gods 
and  seeds  are  smaller.     It  has  the  earliness,  vigor  and  heavy  yield  of 
Henderson.     It  looks  good  for  canning  purposes."        "ITorthstar,  a  promis- 
ing new,  medium  early  strawberry  recently  released  by  the  U.  S.  Depart- 
m.ent  of  Agriculture,  has  big  beautiful  berries  said  to  rival  Fairfax  in 
quality,     A  berry  specialist  in  Salisb^ory,  lid.,  reports  harvesting  a 
larger  percentage  of  large  berries  fromi  ITorthstar  than  any  other  variety 
grown  by  him — and    he  grows  a  large  number.     It  is  recomxnended  as  a 
second  early  variety  for  both  hom.e  and  market  planting,  " 

Community  "According  to  Dr.  Zimmer  of  Ohio,  one  of  the  oldest 

Stock  Sales       methods  of  barter  and  exchange  of  livestock  has  become, 

in  recent  years,   a  serious  factor  in  the  s^u-'ead  of  con- 
tagious diseo.ses  of  swine,"  says  the  de-oartment ,   "The  Veterinarian's 
notebook,"  in  Successful  Pr.rmang  (March).     "To  protect  the  recognized 
advantages  of  community  sales  ojid.  their  potential  value  to  the  livestock 
industry,  the  St-ate  of  Ohio  put  into  effect  certain  restrictions  in  1935. 
Market  operators  were  placed  under  bond  and  veterinary  ins"oection  and 
vaccination  of  anim.als  were  o.lso  compulsory — a  policy  \^iich  miight  be  v/ell 
considered  by  other  states  to  protect  buyers  and  sellers.     One  state  re- 
ported 172  community  sales  stables,  and  a  surumarj^  of  the  outbrealcs  of 
contagious  swine  diseases  originating  from  them  clearly  indicated  that 
the  future  value  of  community  sales  will  be  greatly.-  influenced  by  the 
type  of  veterinary  inspection. " 
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and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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CROP  COHTROL  Secretary  Wallace  lias  adviced  Congress  that  the  present 

PROGPjii^^  crop  control  laws  "provic'^    for  a  so^xader  and  Eiore  workable 

farm  program  than  would  be  possible  under  any  of  the  sug- 
gested alternatives  v.'hich  have  cone  to  my  attention,  "    He  made  the  coramen.t 
in  a  letter  to  Vice  President  Gai-ner  and  Spealier  Bankhead.     Mr,  Wallace 
said  that  if  no  substantia.1  change  was  made  in  tne  present  prograjn,  "1939 
v/ill  be  the  first  year  since  termination  of  the  progr.ams  under  the  original 
AAA  of  1933  th-vt  farmers  will  have  had  a  fair  chance  to  maice  their  crop 
plans  a-t  tlie  beginning  of  the  season  so  as  to  conform  to  the  program  and 
pajrticipate  in  full  therein."     (A.F,  ) 

WlhTSH  WHEAT  A  Chic:Xi^>  report  to  the  Hew  York  Times  says  the  heavi-- 

COIIDITIOIT  est  snovrfall  of  the  season  occurred  eo.rly  the  past  week 

in  Kansas  and  parts  of  Oklahoma  a^nd  Nebraska,  materially 
im-^roving  the  outlook  for  the  winter  wheat  crop.  Tempera- 
tures ,^.re  graduaJl^"  rising  in  the  Southwest  a.nd  the  wheat  crop  is  com- 
mencing to  show  growth  in  some  areas,  especially  in  -^ajrts  of  Texas.  There 
has  not  been  sufficient  growing  weather  yet,     however,  to  enable  observ- 
ers to  determ.ine  the  extent  of  the  -:)robable  losses  caused  last  week.  Re^ 
ports  from.  Texas  inc-icate  that  about  1,000,000  acres  of  whea.t  in  the  Pan- 
handle area  is  in  good  condition,  while  in  the  rest  of  the  state  the  out~ 
look  is  less  favorable.     Moisture  conditions  in  the  Oklahoma  Paniiandle 
are  said  to  be  the  best  since  1931>  with  the  outlook  good.     Crop  comments 
from.  Kansas  are  mixed,  but  it  is  believed  .a,  considerable  quaint ity  of  whea.t 
will  pull  through.    Sxcent  for  southwestern  IJebraslca,  tha.t  state  has  ajnple 
moisture,  for  the  time  being.     Sta/ces  ea-st  of  the  riississip-oi  River  report 
winter  whea.t  in  fair  to  good  condition. 


G-OVBRH.lErlT  Majority  and  minority  reports  of  the  Special  House 

RSORGAi'TIZATIOil    Committee  on  G-overnment  Roorganiza^tion  have  been  filed 

on  the  compromise  bill  and  ^jjianimous  consent  was  given  by 
the  House  for  eight  hours  of  general  debate  on  the  measure,  which  probably 
will  reach  the  "louse  flo^r  som.e  time  after  March  13 .     The  majority  report 
caviled  attention  to  the  faxt  that  many  Presidents  have  a.sked  for  authority 
to  regroup  agencies,  \-vliich  now  number  135 >  ^'^'^^  under  them  are  more  than 
5OC  bureaus,     Tiie  bill,   the  majority  said,  v.dll  mvlze  for  more  efficiency 
and  economy  in  goverment  05^  granting  the  President  -^ov-'er  to  abolish  or 
regroup  all  except  I6  independent  agencies  exempted.     (Hew  York  Times.) 
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Senate,  Agreed  to  the  conference  report  on  H.H,  37^3 >  inde- 

Mar.   2  pendent  offices  appropriation  oill  for  19^0.     Kie  sane 

conferees  were  appointed  for  a  further  conference  on  the 
a^Tiendment s  in  disagreement.     (Conference  ve'povt  agreed  to  in  House  I.Iarch  1,  ) 

The  Cor.irnittee  on  Foreign  Relations  reported  v.dth  amendment  S.  9^2, 
to  amend  Puolic  ITo,  5^5»  75'th  Cong.,  authorizing  detail  of  U,S.  employees 
to  foreign  countries  (S.Hept.  12o), 

i.ir.  L-jJideen  spoke  "briefly  in  favor  of  increasing  the  domestic  pro- 
duction of  flaxseed  and  inserted  in  the  Record  "other  material  and  data 
concerning  the  growth  and  domestic  production  of  f la-c.  " 

House,  3egan  general  de"bate  on  H,H.  ^'o30>  "^ar  Department 

Mar,  2  appropriation  "bill  for  19^0.     Tiie  iollo?.dng  speeches  were 

made:  "by  h'r.  Alexander,  opposing  the  activities  of  the 
I'ederal  Surplus  Cor.iniodit ies  Corporation;   oy  Mr,  ITelson,  supporting  the 
farm  program  of  the  Roosevelt  AdiTiini  strati  on  and  criticizing  that  of 
former  Secretary  Hyde;  "by  h'r,  Tenton,  favoring  the  regional  research 
laboratories;   oy  hr.  Hare,  favoring  K.R.  ^429,  to  place  cotton  in  reserve 
as  a  mvrrxiirr.  of  war;  hy  Hr.  Burdick,  asking  legislation  to  reduce  the 
interest  load  on  f^.rmers. 

(Prepared  cy  Office  o,f  3udget  and  Finance.) 

Contour  "Plovdng  fields  on  the  contour  is  faster  and  more 

Plowing  economical  than  plovung  up  and  dom  hill,"  says  Wallaces' 

Parmer  (Pebi-uoxy  25).     "In  e:2-qperiment s  co-rried  on  at 
Kansas  State  College,  a  ruober-mo-'anted  tractor  pulling  a  three-bottom, 
l^inch  plow,  took  about  10  "oercent  less  fuel  and  went  over    about  1^ 
percent  more  acres  in  a  given  time  under  the  contour  method,  because  it 
v/as  working  practically  on  the  level  at  all  tiries  and  did  not  need  to  be 
shifted  from  high  gear.     In  contrast,  the  tractor  with  up  and  do-n  hill 
plovfing  had  to  be  operated  in  second  gear  when  going  up  a  slope.     It  v/as 
possible  to  move  the  plow  without  such  changing,  bLit  an  overlo.ad  on  the 
tractor  resulted,  and  there  still  was  rieavier  use  of  fuel  than  with  con- 
touring.    The  slope  in  these  tests  was  7  '.'Percent,,," 

Blue  hold  3,  3.  Clayton,  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,     in  Southern 

Prevention         Agriculturist  (harch)  sa^^-s  that  a  new,   siniple  g  -s  treat- 
ment will  check  blue  mold  of  tobacco.     The  treatment,  he 
says,  wa.s  worked  out  "in  cooperative  tests  conducted  last  yea-T  by  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  and  the  States  of  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North 
Carolina  and  Maryland^ ., Under  proper  conditions ,  the  gas  treatment  gives 
100  percent  blue  mold  control,  and  has  the  further  advantage  over  a 
spray  treatment  in  that  the  gassing  nay  be  started  after  blue  mold  a"i- 
pears.     The  vapors  not  only  -orevent  further  development  of  the  disease, 
but  actually  check  and  finally  destroy  infection  alreo.d:^  present  in  the 
plants...  It  is  necessary  to  begin  a  gas  treo.tment  before  the  plants  are 
seriously  af f ected, , , P.3 ,  1799  gives  in  detail  the  methods  that  have  been 
found  m.ost  effective  in  blue  mold  control." 
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Conrrrcjiity  The  Farm  Security  Ach.iinistrati'^n  announces  that  more 

Service  Loans      than  7»0C0  ^^roups  of  small  farmers  "oorroTYed  $U,UCU,132 

to  -Dtirchase  e qu.ipment  and  services  for  group  use  from  the 
oeginning  of  its  Cornrjranity  Service  Loan  program  in  Jul"  1935 »  Jaariary 
1,  i939»     Such  loans  have  enaoled  12o,o^6  farmi  f,9jnilies,  composing  7)1^3 
groiros,  to  im^prove  their  farming  operations  through  eaaipment  or  services 
not  pireviously  availacle.     These  include  comhines,   silage  cutters,  p^jTe- 
hred  sires,  cold  storage  plants,  "bulldozers  and  terracing  equipm.ent,  syinip 
mills,  hay  oalers,  hatcheries  and  tractors,  and  also  canning,  laundry, 
5aid  sev/ing  .equipment  to  lighten  the  farm  home  work.     The  average  size  of 
the  loans  made  during  the  first  three  and  one-half  years  of  the  PSA's 
group  loan  program  has  been  $59^.51  iv'er  group,  or  for  each  fa.rmer 

participating.     The  loans  may  he  retired  over  five  years  and  hear  three 
percent  interest.     They  are  available  only  to  needy  and  low-income  farmers. 

Canned  Pood  "A  significant  experiment  in  the  reg"alation  of  canned 

'Regulation         food  production  is  being  laimched  in  one  section  of  the 

industry  this  year,  "  says  an  editorial  in  the  I'ew  York 
Journal  of  Co:.i:nerce  (March  2).     "The  orgai'ii zat ion  has  been  announced  of 
the  Corn  Caiuiers  Service  B-ireau  to  o.ct  as  a  clearing  house  for  infoi^ma- 
tion  c-.nd  o.dvice  to  corn  pac:':ers  on  future  production.     Can  m.anufacturing 
companies,  .. machinery  and  sup-^l^^  concerns  o.nd  ca,nners  are  sponsoring  the 
plan.     As  a  result  of  the  large  carr"ov?r  and  heavy  pack  last  year,  corn 
canners  entered  the  cc.rrent  cro-o  ^.'ear  on  Av^ust  1  hast  with  a  supply  of 
2'5»^57jOOO  cases.,  .Tile  bureau,  will  see::  to  help  adjust  the  siz.e  of  the 
1935  ;3ack.  4^The  benefits  of  siiccessful  cooperative  reguJation  of  canning 
are  best  illustrated  by  the  Hawaiian  Pineapple  Canners  CooiDerative  viiich 
began  O'oerations  several  years  o.gT  at  a  time  when  that  industry  faced  a 
chaotic  situation  comfi-)arable  to  that  of  the  vegetable  canning  tro.de  at 
the  -n^esent  time.     Tlie  market  for  c-annod  pineapple  iias  since  been  sta- 
biliz-ed,  \7hile  consumption  has  been  largely  increased  through  active  pro- 
motion throughout  tlie  v/orld.     Of  co-orse,   stabilization  of  the  vegetable 
canning  ind^istry  will  be  far  more  diffic\^2t.    .Tour  large  compojiies  con- 
duct pineapple  Tracking,  whereas  huiiureds  of  canners  tlirough  the  Atlantic 
States  .and  the  h'iddle  T7est,  and  in  some  Cvases  a.long  the  Pacific  Coast, 
pack  corn,  ..The  success  of  the  new  bureau  would  constitute  im-oressive 
testimony  of  cability  of  the  industry  to  solve  its  problems  through  co- 
o-)ero,tive  effort." 

Dairy  Herd  V.  A.  Hice,  ^^'"'.ssachusett s  State  College,   is  author 

Records      .         of  "Oar  Breed  Associations — ITliere  Do  They  Go  Prom  Here? 

in  Successful  Farming  (March).     He  says  in  part:    "A  fine 
system  of  recording  D.?:,I.  Association  records  and  getting  va,luable  data 
quickl^''  into  t:ie  hands  of  the  breeder  has  been  set  up  by  the  Bureau  of 
Dairy  Industry,   in  coop-oration  v/ith  state  colleges.     If  a  bull  is  being 
used  in  a  D.H.I,  herd  we  can  write  to  oua"  state  extension  dahry  special- 
ist DJid  get  the  breeding  facts  a'jout  the  bull  as  soon  as  he  has  five 
daigliters  ^.uth  records  from,  dozis  with  records,   as  these  facts  are  pub- 
lished tvjice  yeon-ly.     The  writer,  nevertheless,  believes  that  there  is 
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some  danger  in  this  setup  because  he  does  not  'oelieve  that  five  daughter- 
dam  comparisons  are  enough  to  lorove  a  bull.     And,  too,  they  must'  "be  £in 
unselected,  run-oi-the~mine  group.     It  would  seem  that  the  "breeds  could 
well,  afford  to  discourage,  and  shortly  give  up  entirely,   selective  test- 
ing, and  induce  their  breeders  to  test  all  their  covrs  every  year 'in  D.E.I, 
Associations.     Tlie  records  would  go  to  Washington,  thro^^gIl  the  Bureau  of 
Dairy  Industry^ ,. This  would  relieve  the  iDreeds  of  this  ex--jensive  line  of 
activity. . . " 

poultry  3.  H.  Harvey,   of  the  Institute  of  Ainericaai  Poultry 

Products  Industries,  in  the  U.S.  Egg  and  Poultry  Hagazine  (March) 

re-Torts  that  a  -  -oultry  -orodi-.ct ion  division  has  "been  estab- 
lished at  Iowa  Sta.te  College,   cooperatively  vjith  the  institute.  Iov:a 
State  College  furnislies  the  necessary  facilities  to  carry  on  this  research 
and  the  poultry  industry  will  select  the  proolems  and  ■underwrite  -nart  of 
the  expense.     "Here,  for  the  first  time,"  says  hr.  Harvey,  "is  a  practica.l, 
workable  plan  which  will  tie  together  the  facilities  of  a  splendidly 
equipped  and  cooperative  midvrestern  college  with  a  large  agricultural 
industry."    Dr.  G-eorge  P.  Ste^mrt,  Department  of  Poultry  rlusoandry  at 
lov/a,  assumes  the  direction  of  research  in  poultry  -products. 

Locker  Plants  City  residents  a.s  well  as  farmers  are  "becoming  in- 

for  Cities  terested  in  the  services  of  cold  storage  lockers,  it  was 

indicated  recently  at  a  cold  storage  locker  conference 
in  Illinois,   says  an  Urbana  re"'jort  in  the  Chicago  Trio-^ane.     The  m.eeting, 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  state,  was  sponsored  "by  the  Illinois"  College  of 
Agriculture.     Prank  C.   Smith,   secretary  of  the  Iowa  Locker  Association, 
said:    "indications  ai'e  that  cold  storage  lockers  v/ill  invade  larger 
cities,  particularly  factory  tovnis  and  poorer  residentiail  districts 
v/here  residents  are  obliged  to  watch  food  costs  and  save  wherever  possi- 
ble.      Customers  of  cold  storage  locker  plants    are  rising  better  quality 
home-killed  meats  each  year..." 

Eot  Ply  "A  v/ork  horse  anem.y,  the  hot  fly,  is  being  fought  in 

Control  an  organized  way  by  coi^nty  draft  house  breeders'  associa- 

tions,  comity  argents  and  loca.l  veterinarians  in  many 
sections  of  the  Corn  Belt,"  says  the  Parm  Journal  (r.ia.rch),     "TTliat  is 
going  on  in  eighteen  Ohio  comities  is  t^npical.     There  organized  campaigns 
have  been  completed  or  are  mider  way  for  the  control  of  bots  in  more  than 
UO,OOC  work  horses.     Treatments  which  formerly  cost  approximately  $1  a 
head  now  cost  only  50  cents  a  horse  since  the  organization  of  the  cam- 
paigns,    Parm.ers  in  thirteen  Ohio  comities  where  the  bot  fly  control  cam- 
paigns ho.ve  been  in  progress  from  one  to  five  ^"ears  say  that  during  the 
work  season  follov.dng  treatm.ent  their  horses  have  not  been  tormented  or 
bothered  nearly  so  much  by  bot  flies;   that  they  made  more  efficient  use 
of  t'heir  feed;   that  it  Y/as  easier  to  l.:ecp  them  in  condition;  and  that 
they  arrived  at  the  spring  work  season  strong  a^nd  ready  to  go  into  the 
fields. " 


DAILY  DIGEST 

V     Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Inf ormtion,  U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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WALLACE  OIT  The  national  policy  of  protecting  hone  ii-dustry  oy 

STA']3  TRADE         trade  "barriers  is  now  being  folloY/ed  by  "practically 
BAHrJEES  every  state"  in  t!:e  Union  to  protect  its  industries  and 

farms  against  the  other  forty-seven,  according  to  a 
special  report  given  out  "by  Secretary  Wallace  yesterday.     Inter sta.te 
trade  barriers  are  c?oUsing  "incalculable  ec^^nor.ic  loss,"  said  the  re- 
port, prepared  by  the  Bure-au  of  Agricultural  Econ:)»nic5.     It  urged  federal 
and  state  cooperation  to  reiiove  them.     Every  farm  product  was  affected 
b}^  existing  reg^.ilat ions  and  restrictions  on  interstate  trade,  the  report 
said.     Discriminatory  inspecti  ;n  fees,  licenses  and  taxes;  conflicting 
fo<^d  grading,  labeling  and  packaging  laws,  ajid  "a  bewildering  maze  of 
quarantines,  embargoes  and  other  ir:.pocitions"  v;ere  listed.     In  addition, 
the  report  warned  tr.at  "interr^ate  trade  wars  may  result  from  state- 
financed  advertising  campaigns  for  home  products,"  and.  it  reported  "border 
wars"  over  motor  truck  licenses.     The  situation  was  becoming  of  critical 
importance  to  every  economic  group  in  the  United  States,  Secretary  Wal- 
lace said  in  a  foreword.     (iTew  York  Times.) 


COTTOH  Secretary  -Tallace  disclosed  yesterday  that  althougli 

SURPLUS  the  United  States  is  confronted  by  a  cotton  surplus  of 

more  than  13,CCC,CC0  bales,   it  has  less  than  2,000,GCC 
bales  ava.ilable  for  export  during  the  six  months  ending  A^ugust  1.  He 
wrote  Chairm.an  Smith,   of  South  Carolina,   of  the  Senate  Agricultu-re  Com- 
mittee, that  policies  should  be  ad>.opted  to  make  larger  supplies  available 
to  foreign  buyers  at  -prices  competitive  with  foreign  cotton.  Secretary 
Wallace  said  that  on  January  31  "the  supnly  of  "free"  cotton  in  this  co"^jn~ 
try  totaled  U, 9^3,000  bales.     More  thci'  11 ,  200, 000  bales  have  been  im- 
pou-iided  in  wareliouses  tl' rough  out  the  South  as  collateral  for  loans  to 
growers.     Under  -i-resent  laws,  this  cotton  cannot  be  relea,sed  by  the  govern- 
ment, (a.?,) 


OIL  EXCISE  Secretary  Hull  told  the  Senate  Einance  Committee 

PHOPOSSD  3^esterda"  that  to  irmose  a  new  excise  on  i-:joorts  of  all 

classes  of  oils,  as  proposed  by  three  Senators  in  bills 
offered  as  avme/idments  to  the  public  salary  tax  bill,  v'ould  be  in  contra- 
vention of  our  trade  agreements  with  Great  Britain,   Canad.a,  the  ITether- 
lands  and  Brazil.     (llew  York  Tim.es.  )  ■  ■  • 
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Civil  Service  The  Civil  Service  Commission  announces  the  following 

Examinations      examinations;      No,  30  (unassemhled) ,  Chief  of  Occupational 

Information  and  G-ui dance  Service,  $5600;  Specialist, 
Occupational  Information,  $U600;  Specialist ^  Consultation  and  Field 
Service,  $U600;  Specialist  in  Occupations  for  Girls  and  Women,  $3^00, 
Office  of  Education,  Department  of  the  Interior.    Applications  must  be 
on  file  not  later  than: (a)  April  3»  if  received  from  States  other  than 
those  named  in  (h),   ("b)  April  6,  if  received  from  Arizona,  California, 
Colorado,  Idaho,  Montana,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Oregon,  Utah,  Washington, 
Wyoming,    No,  3I  (assembled)     Junior  Multigraph  Operator,  $lUUo.  Appli- 
cations must  be  on  file  not  later  than:  (a)  Mf'xrch  27,   (b)  March  30« 

Minn,  Soil  "Soil  conservation  gains  for  Minnesota  under  the 

Conservation      last  throe  years  of  AAA  operation  have  been  substantial," 

says  an  editorial  in  St,  Paul  Pioneer  Press  (February  27). 
"The  quickest  measure  of  these  gains,  from  a  conservation  standpoint,  is 
to  be  fjUi'id  in  the  recent  estimate  of  Charles  W.  Stickney,  chairman  of 
the  Minn-Bota  Agricultural  .Conservation  Comm.ittee,  that  l,3l6,000  acres 
were  divi- rt cd  from  soil  depicting  to  soil  conserving  crops.     That  is  a 
gri;at  g'uin  for  conservat ian.    And  it  is  a  contribution  to  a  better  ■ 
bala.nce  in  agriculture.     The  gain  for  conservation  is  neither  as  great 
nor  as  permanent  as  it  would  bo,  however,  if  a  much  larger  portion  of 
the  diverted  acreage  had  been  turned  into  permanent  farm  woodlots.  There 
were  about  21  million  acres  covered  by  the  193^  program.    And  on  all 
the  fa^rms  comprising  this  groat  area  only  2,600  acres  wore  planted  to 
trees .,  .Expcndit-cLi^e  of  a  greater  proportion  of  the  funds  for  diversion 
of  crop  acreage  into  permanent,  income-producing  woodlots,  would  achieve 
a  lasting  gain  for  conservation  and  assure  a  more  permanent  contribution 
to  balanced  farming,.," 

Fur  Animal  The  United  States  Biological  Survey,  in  collaboration 

Nutrition  with  scientists  of  Cornell  University, is  studying  the 

nutrition  needs  of  the  silver  fox  and  the  mink  in  a 
technical  five-year  study,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  annoujices. 
There  are  now  produced  about  300,000  silver  fox  and  200,000  mink  pelts 
ann-aally,  it  reports.     Feeds  will  be  chemically  analyzed,  digestion 
noted,  and  data  set  down — even  concerning  vitamins — by  scientists  working 
from  the  Animal  Experiment  Station,  Saratoga  Springs,  New  York, 
(Washington  Post.) 

Rotenone  Rot en one-bearing  roots,  used  for  centuries  in  the 

Imports  tropics  as  a  fish  poison,  are  becoming  increasingly  im- 

portant in  this  coiintry  for  the  manufacture  of  insect 
poisons.    According  to  the  Commerce  Department,  imports  of  these  roots 
rose  by  25  percent  in  the  past  year,  reaching  3,000,000  pounds  valued  at 
$322,000.  (Press.) 
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Forest  "rroTDalDly  .the  most  essentially  constructive  activity 

Survey  ever-  undertaken  "by  the  Forest  Service  is  the  Forest  Sur- 

vey, the  official  census  of  the _ nation's  timber  resources, 
which  was  authorized  in  I928  and  which  is  still  under  way,"  says  an 
editorial  in  Southern  Lumberman  (March  l),     "...The  work  has  now  covered 
some  280,000,000  acres  of  the  nation^ s  forest  land — about  one-half  of 
the  entire  stand  of  timber.     Most  of  the  data  obtained  has  been  analyzed, 
and  a  close  study  of  forest  products  requirements  and  trends,  based  on 
these  statistics,  has  almost  been  completed.     Incomplete  as  the  Survey 
is,  it  ha,s  already  progressed  far  enough  to  produce  some  very  valuable 
and  enlightening  information;  and  some  of  the  old  theories  of  conserva- 
tion are  having  to  be  revamped  to  keep  them  in  line  with  the  facts  as 
developed  by  the  Survey.  The  Survey  is  providing  a  firm  taking-off 
place  for  students  of  conservation  and  timber  utilization  who  want  to 
build  on  a  firm  foundation;  and  its  worth  to  the  nation  is  hard  to 
measure  in  dollars  and  cents..." 

Hybrid  Hnrland  Manchester,  author  of  "High-Speed  Trees" 

Poplars  in  the  Country  Home  Magazine  (March)  describes  hybrid 

poplars.     He  says  "even  conservative  geneticists  pre- 
dict that  the  hybrid  poplar  will  grow  four  times  as  fast  as  the  common 
wild  aspen  or  poplar.    Moreover,  and  just  as  amazing  to  me  as  their 
rapid  rate  of  growth,  a  grove  of  these  trees  once  planted  need  not  be 
cultivated  or  replanted.     Sprouts  shoot  up  from  the  stumps,  and  often 
reach  nine  or  ten  feet  the  first  season.    Many  of  the  hybrids  show 
resistance  to  the  rust  blight  which  attacks  the  wild  poplar,  and  their 
wood  is  denser  and  therefore  more  productive.    The  timber  is  suitable 
for  many  building  uses  and  a  variety  of  products  can  be  made  from  it — 
pulp  for  paper,  cellulose  for  artificial  silk,  paint,  radios,  ash 
trays,  fountain  pens,  cellophane  and  other  things... Er.  E.  J.  Schreinsr 
of  the  Northeastern  Forest  Experiment  Station  and  Pr,  A.  B.  Stout  of  the 
New  York  Botanical  Gardens,  who  for  fifteen  years  have  been  v/orking  on 
the  pro ject,  ..warn  that  some  piroblems  remain  to  be  solved  before  the 
poplar  is  offered  to  the  public.    Not  enough  of  the  trees  have  been 
produced  to  permit  large-scale  plantings.    The  best  ago  for  marketing 
the  treea  is  a  matter  yet  to  be  settled.     The  younger  trees  can  be  used 
only  for  pulp  or  cellulose,  while  mature  trees  are  also  suitable  for 
other  uses  and  can  be  marketed  with  relatively  lower  labor  costs.  Pos- 
sibly a  variety  of  plans  will  be  used,  depending  on  the  region  and  the 
intended  market.    The  scientific  groundwork  has  been  laid,  ho?\^ever,.. 
Since  their  initial  experiments  in  I92U,  Stout  and  Schreiner  have  bred 
more  than  lU,000  poplar  hybrids.     There  are  now  about  fifty  experimental 
plantings  of  these  hybrids  scattered  across  the  country  from  coast  to 
coast.     On  the  Maine  plantation,  the  better  ten-year-old  hybrids  are 
around  nine  inches  in  diameter  at  breast  height,  and  between  fifty  and 
fifty-five  feet  tall.    At  the  end  of  eight  years  some  of  the  best  hybrids 
measure  7  or  S  inches  in  diameter,    A  common  poplar  of  the  same  age  would 
be  only  about  2  or  3  inches  thick,,. The  government  has  found  poplars  among 
the  best  trees  for  windbreaks  and  checking  erosion,  and  already  some  of 
the  new  hybrids  are  being  tested  in  the  TVA  project..." 
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Senate,  Mr,  Connally  and  Mr.  Gillette  submitted  amencjnents 

-Mar,  3  nhich  tliey  intend  to.  propose  to  H-.H.  3790  (Public  Salary 

Tax  Act)  regarding  taxes  on  vegetable  oils, 

Eouse,  Pa.ssed  the  T7ar  De-oartment  Appropriation  3111  for  19^0, 

L'ar.  3  Ii,R.  ^630.     Mr.  Coffee  of  Wash,   spoke  in  fa.vor  of  continu- 

ation of  the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps.  . 
The  Select  ConnTiittee  on  Government ' 'Organization  reported  TTithout 
amendment  PI.H.  4^25,  the  reorganization  "bill  (PI.Re-ot.  12C). 

Senate,  Agreed  to  S.Hes  89 >  requesting  the  Farm  Credit .Adminis 

Mar.  h  tration  for  information  regarding  deficiency  Judgments  ob- 

tained by  the  federal  land  banlcs  and  the  land  ba-nk  cor^is- 
sioner  in  connection  with  real  estate  loans. 

Received  from  the  Secretary  of  Agricult'jjre  suggested  anaendments  to 
the  Soil  Conservation  and  Domestic  Allotm.ent  Act  and  the  Agricultural 
Adjustment  Act  of  193^;   to  Com.  on  Agric'j.lture  ajid  Forestry. 

House,  ■        Received  a  suoplementa-l  estim.ate  of  appro'oriat ion 

Mar.  h  1939  ^vater  conservation  Diid.  utilization  projects, 

$5,0C0,CC0  (rl.Loc.   I9U);  to  Com.  on  Appropriations. 

Received  s^^pplemental  estima^tes  for  pa^/ment  of  claims,  as  follovrs: 
claims  for  damages  to  privatelj''  ovrned  x^roperty,  $3,S1S,51  (K.Doc.  195)^ 
Judgments  rendered  by  Court  of  Claims,  $3^7,062. 5S  (H.Doc.  I96). 

(prepared  by  Office  of  Btidget  and  Finance, ) 

Pl^T:ood  for  •       "After  five  years  of  "premature  "rablioiby,   the  low- 

"Packaged"  income  home  builder  seems  to  have  a  chance  to  cash  in  on 

Homes    .  the  promise  of  prefabricat ion,  "  says  Business  vTeek  (March 

.    U) .     "Laboratory'  technicians  boast  that  at  last  they  have 
licked  the  -problem  of  building  fact orj^-made  vrooden  dwellings,  cheap 
enough  to  meet  the  m.ass  market  demand,   strong  enough  to  withstand  the 
rigors  of  all  weather.     The  search  for  building  m.atsrials  to  substitute 
for  the  conventional  saj;,'ed  d'cunber  and 'nails  led  direct- ly  to  laminated 
pl;>".70od,  . .  Only  recently  have  the  proper  adhesive  s  been  fo-ond.  Laminated 
panels,  Y/hich  are  made  with  the  new  s;^/'nthetic  resins  a,nd  put  together 
under  heat  and  great  pressure,  are  said  to  be  stronger  than  steel  sheets 
of  .equal  weight.     They  a.re  im.pervior-s  to  moisture,   liglit  in  weight  and 
ea.sy  to  handle,.. To  put  the  new  phenolic-pl;;^:/ood  to  a,  test,  the  U.S. 
Forest  products  Laboratory  built  an  exioerimental  house.     It  stood  up 
under  trials  of  wind  and  weather.     Ft .  ITa^vne,  Ind,  ,  hp„s  a.utracted  nation- 
wide notice  by  experiments  with  cheap  plj^^rrood  homies,     Tliis  project  dates 
from  a^  house  developed  a.t  Purdue  University". , ,  " 

Ladino  Clover  In  193^,   in  tests  at  the  Pennsylvania  F:cperiment  Sta- 

tion, La.dip-O  clover  was  com:^oa,red.  with  five  other  white 
clover  t^Tpes  from  domestic  and  foreign  sources.     It  led  with  a  wide  margin 
both  in  yield  and  in  its  ability-  to  survive  under  pa,st"U-ro  conditions. 
(Farm  Journal,  I.iarch.  )  ■  '  ' 


DAILY  DIGEST  

Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U,  S,  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department, 
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COIISIDER  POOD  ■  Finishing  touches  are  "being  put  on  tentative  govern- 

SCRIP    PLM       mental  plans  to  experiment  in  six  cities  v/ith  getting  sur- 
plus foods  to  h^jjigry  persons  entirely  through  private 
enterprise,  all  the  v/ay  from  farmer  to  grocer,   says  a  report  in  the  New 
York  Times.     The  plan  is  to  give  the  undernourished  the  means  to  "buy 
througli  a  voluntary  scrip  system  designed  to  maintain  -ore sent  food  pur- 
chases while  increasing  the  cons'umption  of  ^-matever  surplus  commodities 
the  government  most  desires  consumed  at  any  given  time.     Tliese  T)lans 
will  be  submitted  to  the  natio2ial  conference  of  wholesale  and  retail 
grocers  in  Washington  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.     They  v/ill  try  to  v;ork  out 
a  sound  experimental  plan' in  conj'cuiction  with  representatives  of  the 
Dex^artment  of  Agriculture,  the  Federal  Sui'plus  Commodities  Corporation, 
the  relief  agencies  and  other  interested  -parties.     At  present  handling 
of  these  surpluses  is  entirely  in  official  hands,  the  P. S.C.C.  buying 
them  directly  from  the  producer  and  distributing  them  to  the  needy  through 
the  WPA  and  the  direct  relief  system.     According  to  the  plans  for  the 
experiment,  v/holesale  grocers  would  buy  from  producers  while  the  retail 
grocers  did  the  distributing,   obviating  government  m.achinery. 


FDA  SEIZES  Isadore  Leff,  assistant  United  States  district  at- 

3R0M0-SELTZEII    torney,   said  yesterday  th£it  federal  ag.?nts  in  Atlanta, 

Georgia,  had  seized  more  than  2,3^0  bottles  of  bromo- 
3eltzer,a  proprietary  medicine,   on  charges  it  was  i.dslabeled  and  poten- 
tially "dangerous  to  health,"    Tlie  petition  of  accusation,   filed  under 
the  federal  fpod,  drug  and  cosmetic  act  of  193<^»  alleged  tliat  the  medi- 
cine was  "misbranded"  and  "is  dangerous  to  health  v/h en  u.sed  in  the  dosage 
or  v.dth  the  frequency'"  prescribed"  on  the  containers.     The  Smerson  Drug 
Company  of  Baltimore,  malcers  of  the  remed5^,  v/hich  is  used  for  headaches 
and  neuralgia,   is  to  file  by  April  1  an  ansY/er  to  the  charges  against 
the  product,     (A.P.  )  ' 


CAiTADIAlT  Discussions  v:ith  Canada  have  begu-n  in  an  effort  to 

TRADE  PACT  iron  out  a  number  of  difficulties  which  arose  after  the 

new  trade  agreement  with  the  Dominion  went  into  effect 
Janua.ry  1,     'The  difficulties  revolve  around  Cana.dian  methods  of  fixing 
valuation    on  American  products  for  the  -mrpose  of  applying  duty.  Ex- 
ports from  the  United  States  to  Canada  fell  11  percent  in  the  first  month 
of  operation  of  the  new^  agreem^ent.     Officials  of  the  Trade  Agreement 
Division  if  the  State  Department  e^cpress  the  opinion,  however,  that  ex- 
ports should  now  increase,   in  line  with  the  results  obtained  from  other 
trade  agreements.     (A.F. ) 
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Waxing  Seed  E,  V.  Hardenburg  and  Hans  Platenius  of  Cornell 

Potatoes  University  report  in  the  American  Potato  Journal 

(February)  on  the  waxing  of  seed  potatoes.     They  say 
in  summary;     "Treating  seed  potatoes  with  a  30  percent  23I-B  wax 
emulsion  while  still  in  a  dormant  condition,  resulted  in  a  stimulation 
of  sprout  growth,  an  earlier  energence  of  plants  and  a  corresponding 
increase  in  yield.  The  "beneficial  effects  of  waxing  seem  to  "be  similar 
to  those  produced  by  greensprouting.     The  results  reported  in  this  pre- 
liminary experiment  were  apparently  due  to  conservation  of  moisture 
accompanied  by  sprout  growth  stimulation  in  the  treated  tubers,  Fiirther 
work  will  determine  the  effect  of  waxing  on  respiration  of  seed  treated 
immediately  after  harvest  and  on  subsequent  yield.     The  cost  and  prac- 
ticability_ of  waxing  seed  potatoes  should  not  be  essentially  different 
from  that  now  used  by  growers  who  disinfect  seed  by  the  instantaneous 
dip  m.ethod, " 

Government  In  a  comprehensive  study  on  Government  reorganiza- 

Reorgani zation    tion  published  this  week,  Dr.  Lewis  Meriam  and  Dr. 
Laurence  ?,  Schmeckebier ,  of  Brookings  Institution,  declare  that 
structural  revamping  will  result  in  comparatively  minor  economies,  and 
that  "savings  large  enough  to  play  a  really  important  part  in  bringing 
Government  outgo  down  to  the  level  of  income  can  come  only  from  elimi- 
nation and  curtailment  of  certain  types  of  activities,"    This  step,  it 
is  added,   "involves  large  issues  of  public  policy,"    The  collaborators 
point  out  that  in  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  allowance  for  all  administra- 
tive activities,  including  administration  of  "emergency"  activities,  was 
$1,327,318,000,  or  approxin^tely  17»65  percent  of  the  total  budget.  The 
remaining  $S,522,590>000  was  appropriated  for  functions  and  activities 
which  administrative  reorganization  would  not  affect.     This  is  broken 
dov/n  as  follows:     Interest  on  public  debt,  S,96  percent;  veteran  bene- 
fits, U,79;  social  sec^arity,  6.25;  national  defense,  10, UU;  public  works, 
S.lU;  acquisition  of  land  for  game  refuges,  etc.,  0.02;  loans,  advances 
and  grants,  22.39;  work  relief  projects,  20.77;  judgments,  damage  claims, 
private  relief  acts,  O.lS;  treaty  obligations,  O.oU;   interest  on  trust 
deposits,  0,02;  contribution  to  District  of  Columbia,  0.05;  legislative 
establishment,  0,12;  judicial  establishment,  0.18.     (Washington  Star . ) 

1932  Wool  The  wool  growers  of  the  country  suffered  a  loss-  of 

Production         almost  $U6, 000,000  in  income  in  1938,  compared  with  1937, 

despite  increased  production,  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
estimates.     The  reason  v;as  the  fall  in  the  average  price  from  32  cents 
in  1937  to  19.1  cents  in  193^)  so  that  the  value  of  shorn  wool  fell  from 
$117,270,000  to  $71,378,000.     Wool  production  rose  to  ^36,510,000  pounds 
against  U5, 928, 000  in  1937,  with  the  weight  of  wool  for  a' sheep  averaging 
the  same  for  both  years — 7,98  pounds,  (Press.) 
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Radio  for  "The  Rariio  and  Hural  Research"  is  the  title  of  an 

Rural  Areas        article  "by  F,  Howard  Forsyth,  University  of  Minnesota, 

in  Rural  Sociology  (March).    An  abstract  of  the  article 
says:     "Radio,  as  an  instrioment  of  diffusion  of  urban  culture  and  two- 
way  levelling  of  rural  and  urban  cultures,  has  and  will  have  effects 
which  if  not  incalculable  are  at  least  still  uncalculated.  Measure- 
ment of  these  effects  awaits  statement  of  crucial  hypotheses.  Several 
hypotheses,  taken  mostly  from  American  research  reports,  are  suggested: 
(1)  that  radio  will  consolidate  changes  in  some  folkv/ays  of  rural  re- 
creation, (2)  that  rural  listeners  demand  different  dialogue  and  musicj 
(3)  that  radio  is  reducing  rural-urban  social  distance,   (U)  that  this 
partially  follov/s  the  effects  of  farm  broadcasts  on  city  listeners, 
(5)  that  the  impact  of  radio  is  nevertheless  greater  upon  r-aral  than 
urban  listeners,  (6)  that  the  acceptability  of  radio  is  greater  among 
higher-income  farmers  than  other  farmers,   (7)  thai  radio  reorganizes 
the  farmer's  use  of  time,  (8)  that  radio  has  affected  the  life  of 
farm  women,   (9)  that  radio  provides  programs  differentially  adapted 
to  inter-family  differences  in  sex  and  age,  and  (lO)  that  despite  the 
levelling  effect  of  radio  it  is  a  potentially  partisan  instrument  in 
rural  class  consciousness," 

Weed  Gontiol  In  the  Land  Resources  Tepartment  of  the  Journal  of 

Legislation       Land  &  Public  Utility  Economics  (Febr^oa-ry)  George  S, 

Wehrwein  reports:     "During  1937  ^^-^  193^  only  two  com- 
pletely new  weed  control  laws  v;ere  enacted — in  Kansas  and  Washington, 
Other  states  merely  added  to  existing  lists  of  noxious  weeds  subject 
to  control  and  eradication,  or  otherwise  am.ended  existing  legislation 
so  as  to  clarify  or  expand  control  procedures.    The  types  of  amendments 
enacted  indicate  the  increase  of  noxious  weeds;   they  have  been  spreading 
rapidly  on  state,  county,  and  federal,  as  well  as  privately  owned,  lands. 
The  strengthening  of  control  measures  is  designed  to  cope  more  effec- 
tively with  this  menace,,." 

Vermont  What  is  believed  to  be  the  first  dairy  herd  improve- 

r.Hil.A.  ment  association  in  the  United  States  that  is  sponsored 

by  a  milk  marketing  cooperative  has  been  organized  in 
Vermont,  it  was  announced  by  E.  H,  Lovelan.d,  dairyman  for  the  Extension 
Service.    The  association  is  composed  of  about  25  farmers  and  is 
sponsored  by  the  United  Farmers'  Cooperative  Creamery  Association, 
G-reater  efficiency  in  milk  production  and  improvement  in  milk  marketing 
will  go  hand  in  hand,  according  to  the  plans  of  the  cooperative,  which 
is  organizing  another  dairy  herd  improvement  association  in  northern 
Franklin  County  and  is  planning  to  organize  more  such  associations  among 
its  1,5-0  members.     The  new  associatioji  is  known  as  the  First  United 
Farmers'  TDairy  Herd  Improvement  Association,     Its  expenses  arebeing 
paid  partly  by  its  members  and  partly  by  the  creamery.     The  testing 
will  be  carried  on  under  the  supervision  of  the  Vermont  Extension 
Service  which  is  in  charge  of  dairy  herd  improvem^ent  association  work 
in  the  state,     (Hoard's  Dairyman,  March  10.) 
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Senate,  Tl±e  Special  Senate  Committee  to  Investigate  Executive 

Mar.   6  .  Agencies  of  the  dovernment  roported  S,  lyC'b,   the"  Bv^ti  re- 

organization 'cill  (S.Hept.  1U2). 

The  Conimittee  on  Agriculture  and-  Forestry  reported  ^Yithout  amendment* 
S,  51^>  "t"^  provide  for  further  development  of  extension  vfork  (S.Hept.  1U3). 

The  Committee  on  Judiciary  reported  v:ithout  amendident  S,  12S1,  to 
prohilDit  reproductions  of  official  cadges,  identification  cards  a.nd  other 
insignia  ( S.Hept.  I32).  •  •    ■  ■ 

House,  Considering  hills  on  the  consent  calendar,  the"  House.- 

Mar.  6  passed  the  following:   S.  66O,  to  provide  for  reapportion- 

m-ent  of  cotton  acreage  allotments  not  planted  "by  famers- 
entitled  thereto  (rdth  amendments);  H.R.  913?   to  prohihit  the  a;jiauthorized 
use  of  the  name  or  insignia  of  the  U-H  Cluos;  H.J.Ees.  15C,   to  amend  the 
joint  resolution  providing  for  participation  in  the  Third  International 
Congress  for  Microhiology.     The  follov/ing  hills  v/ere  passed  ovef:  H.R, 
3S0C,   to  amend  section  o  (e)  of  the  Soil  Conservation  and  Domestic  Allot- 
ment Act  to  rediice  the  limitation  on  payments;  H.H.  313^»  to  amend  the 
act  authorizing  detail  of  U.S.   eiir-)loyees  to  foreign  countries  '(passed 
over  after  discussion),  - 

Began  dehate  on  H.R.  the  reorganization  oill, 

Mr,  Rees  of  Kansas  spoke  in  favor  of  his  "bill,  H.R.  ^753.  "to  in-, 
crease  "the  soil  conservation  payments  of  small  o-ierators  and  decrease 
the  payments  of  large  operators, 

'Mr.  Rooison  criticized  the  Roosevelt  Admiinistration  with  s-oecial 
reference  to  its  farm  policies, 

(Prepared  hy  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance,) 

Articles  The  March  Country  Home  Magazine  contains  the  following 

articles:  Agriciilture '  s  Foreign  Legion,   oy  George  "7.  Smith, 
describing  work  of  plant  explorers  in  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry;  and 
500,00c  Glamour  Girls,  hy  Prances  Andrews,  vho  tells  of  modern  H-H  Cluh 
girls. 

nutritional  A.  P.  Carrp ,  Citras' Sxjoeriment  Station  (pla.  )  in  - 

Citrus  Sprays      Florida  Grov^er  (March)  writes  on  "ITutrit ional  Sprays^ 

for  Citr^j.s",     He  says  in  part:   "Copper,  mianganese,  zinc  • 
and  magnesium  have  hecome  integral  -Darts  of  the  nutritional  program/,  in  a'- 
large  proportion  of  the  groves  of  Florida,.     It  is  unfortunate,  perhaps,  ■ 
that  the  terms  'minor  elements'  or  *  secondary  elements'  ever  cam.e  into 
use  for  they  have  tended  to  minhnize  the  importance  of  these  elements  in 
the  field  of  plant  nutrition,   in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  deficien'cy 
of  these  may  produce  losses  ranging  from  m.ild  tree  injury  to  total  crop 
loss.     It  would  appear  that  in  the  next  few  years  all  of  the  aoove  and 
prohaoly  others  will  hecome  as  comm.onplace  constituents  of  -ilanl;  foods 
as  nitrogen,  phosph-brus,  and  potassium  have  heen  during  the  past,  and 
with  decided  henefit  to  the  citrus  industry.     Already  there  is  less  tendency 
to  consider  them  as  pallia.tives  and  to  acce-ot  them  for  what  they  ar'e,  i,e., 
legitim.ate  plant  foods." 


DAILY  DIGEST 


'repared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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COTTON  President  Roosevelt  moved  yesterday  to  head  off  the 

PROBLEM  so-called  " cost-of-'iroduction  plan"  of  fai^m  relief  with 

some  more  ;;5ractical  and  less  ex"')ensive  stop-gap  measure 
intended  to  carry  the  existing  adjustment  progra^n  througli  present  and 
prospective  surpliises  'ontil  present  "controls"  can  "be  applied  safely. 
With  indications  that  a  cost-of-production  iDill  v;ill  he  reported  soon 
from  the  House  Agriculture  Committee,  the  President  called  to  the  TThite 
House  the  four  Cabinet  members  principally  concerned  with  the  problems 
of  -production,  -processing,  foreign  and  domestic  trade  and  finance — Sec- 
retaries H-lJI,  I.iorgenthau,  Wallace  and  Hopkins.     The  announced  purpose 
of  the  conference  was  the  immediate  problem  presented  by  the  13,00C,0CC- 
bale  cotton  surplus  and  measures  proposed  for  holding  up  the  incom^e  of 
producers  in  the  face  of  this  and  other  ^irice-depressing  factors,  but 
there  v/ere  other  indications  than  the  length  of  time  devoted  to  the  dis- 
cussion that  the  whole  farm  suinlus  problem  was  surveyed.     Secretary  Wal- 
lace said  no  drastic  changes  in  the  present  program  were  contemplated,  al- 
though certain  modifications  were  necessary"  to  prevent  a  further  piling 
up  of  stocks  in  government  hands.     (New  York  Times,  ) 


REORGANIZATION  The  House  passed  the  Cochran«Warren  goverrjnental 

BILL  PASSED         reorganization  bill  yesterday  after  the  Democrats  had 

massed  forces  to  bring  the  measure  through  its  final 
test  without  radical  chojige.     The  vote  was  2^6  to  153 >  largely  along 
party  lines.     One  amendment,  offered  by  Representative  Simmers,  chair- 
man of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  v:ould  have  provided  that  either  branch 
of  Congress,  by  simple  resolution,   could  disapprove  an  executive  reor- 
gciiization  order.     It  was  defeated  on  roll  call,  2C9  to  193.  after  it 
had  been  adopted  in  comixiittee  of  the  v.hole  by  a  teller  vote  of  l~[o  to 
156.     Since  this  was  the  only  amendment  attached  to  the  bill  in  commit- 
tee of  the  v/hole  to  vm.ich  Democrat  leadership  objected,  the  bill  was 
senT:  to  the  Senate  substantially  a,s  it  was  offered  last  v;eeh  to  the  House 
"oy  its  Select  Committee  on  Reorganization.     (New  York  Times.) 


TRANSPORTATION  Representative  Lea  of  California,  chairmaji  of  the 

BILL  INTRODUCED    House  Interstate  Commerce  Com^nittee  introduced  5'ester- 

day  a  comprehensive  gene ra.l  transporta.tion  bill  spon- 
sored by  President  Roosevelt's  special  committee  of  six  ex:perts  on  rail- 
way management  and  labor.  The  legislation  would  create  a  ne\7  transporta- 
tion board;   give  to  the  carriers  grea^ter  discretion  in  fixing  their  own 
rates;  -place  heav:.*  tolls  on  water  carriers,   (A,P.  ) 
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Ccminercial  Messrs.  Liindstrom  and  Mehring,  of  the  Bureau  of 

!Fertiliz?rs        Chemistry  &  Soils,  are  authors  of  "Complete  Composition 

of  Commercial  Mixed  Fertilizers"  in  Industrial  and  En- 
gineering Chemistry  (March).    A  resume  says:     "Forty-four  representa- 
tive samples  of  commercial  mixed  fertilizers  were  collected  from  manu- 
facturers and  state  control  officials  in  sixteen  states  in  1935»  Ordi- 
nary conplete  mixtures  were  represented  "by  twenty-seven  sam.plos  with 
average  nitrogen,  phosphoric  acid,  and  potash  contents  the  same  as 
those  of  all  comimercial  fertilizers  consumed  in  recent  years.  Double- 
Strength  and  concentrated  fertilizer  mixtures  were  also  included  in  the 
fetudy.     Chemical  determinations  were  made  for  all  constituents  ordi- 
narily occurring  in  com:mercial  fertilizers  in  more  than  traces  and  also 
for  those  trace  elements  that  ha^e  proved  to  be  of  value  in  plant  or 
animal  nutrition.     Nearly  all  fertilizers,  including  concentrated 
grades,  contain  all  of  the  secondary  plant  food  elements  as  ?/ell  as 
nitrogen,  phosphorus,  and  potassium.     The  d.orble-strength  mixtures  con- 
tain about  the  same  quantities  of  the  various  constituents  found  in 
ordinary  grades  except  acid-insoluble  matter.     This  indicates  that  the 
chief  difference  is  in  the  ar.ount  of  filler  added.     The  concentrated 
mixtures  contain  less  of  most  of  the  constituents  other  than  those 
supplying  nitrogen,  phosphoric  acid,  and  potash." 

Econom.ic  "A  condition  of  affairs  in  interstate  com.merce  not 

Civil  War  hitherto  wholly  "ujisuspectod  h^as  been  vividly  pictured  in 

a  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricult 'ura].  Economics,"  says 
an  editorial  in  the  Wall  Street  Jo\:T»nal  (March  8).     "Gradually,  but 
rather  rapidly  in  recent  years,  a.  m.a.Jority  of  the  states  have  been 
erecting  a  complicated  system,  of  barriers  to  the  free  flow  of  trade 
across  state  lin:;s.     The  Constitution  was  thought  and  intended  to  pre- 
vent state  restrictions  upon  free  internal  trade  and  it  specifically 
forbids  a  state  to  lay  duties  upon  its  carports  or  imports,   ^except  what 
m.ay  be  absolutely  nccessa.ry  for  its  inspection  l.awSo  '     Through  this 
exception  loophole  many  a  state  governm.ent  have  driven  the  proverbial 
coach-aond-'f our ,     In  no.ny  plaxes  and  in  respect  to  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  commodities  the  result  is  a  group  of  ve:^itable  tariff-protection 
systems  within  the  Union,  each  of  statewide  scope.    ITobody  wall  be  dis- 
posed to  deny — and  certaii.ly  the  B^jTeau  does  not — the  right  of  each 
state  to  adopt  ~uch  regalations  to  protect  the  public  health  or  to  sub- 
ject rail  or  highwa^y  traffic  to  police  regulation  as  its  legislators 
think  necessa.ry.     ^hen  the  purpose  of  state  la^ws  goes  beyond  these  ends 
and  attempts  to  give  the  state's  producers  a  m.onopoly  of  the  ^hono 
market,'  the  s-oate  enacting  then  has  begun  a  process  vvhich  cannot  fail 
soon  to  injure  instead  of  benefitting  its  own  citizens.     It  has  already 
come  about,  says  the  Bureau  report,  that  states  have  resorted  to  re- 
taliatory legislation  and  r-ire  numerous  cases  ha.ve  occurred  of  actual 
or  attempted  boycott  by  private  group  action  against  out-state  products 
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Mechanical  Small  electric  refrigeration  plants  for  cooling  and 

Milk  Cooling      holding  milk  are  rapidly  coming  into  use  on  farms,  ac- 
cording to  a  new  i^armers'  Bulletin  181S,    The  recent 
extension  of  rural  electric  lines  is  listed  as  one  important  reason. 
Among  others  are:     improvement  of  the  refrigeration  machine,  reduced 
cost  of  electricity,  saving  in  lahor ,' regulations  of  health  departments, 
and  irregular  deliveries  of  ice.    The  "bulletin  is  "by  J.  R,  McCalmont  df 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Engineering,     It  has  detailed  plans  for  a 
storage  tank  and  for  small  and  large  storage  "boxes,  one  of  the. walk-in 
type.    A  survey  of  ^0  dairy  farms  showed  the  cost  of/complete  refrigera- 
tion plant  varied  from  $10. to  $30.50  per  cuhic  foot  of  capacity  and 
averaged  $15.1^  per  cubic  foot.    The  average  co'^t  for  repairs  was  $3,60 
a  year. 

Soilless  Dr.  Dachnowski-Stokes ,  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils, 

Farming  is  author  of  "The  Growth  of  Natural  Vegetation  as  Water 

C-jJt-ores"  in  the  March  Scientific  Monthly.    He  says  in 
conclusion:     "The  maintenance  of  nutritional  requirements  favorable  to 
particular  plants  grc^wing  without  a  minera,l  soil  involves  much  experi- 
mental work  and  inr^ny  dif f ici^lties .     Certain"  changes  occur,  the  general 
tendency  of  which-  may  be  designated  as  a  chan^'_,e  to  acid  reactions, 
which  are  accompanied  by  chanjf^e-s  in  nutrient  a,nd  other  conditions  for 
the  grov/th  of  plants,.    Present  information  does  not  warrant  a  predic- 
ation as  to  how  widely  a  water  culture  method  may  find  practical  appli- 
cation for  crop  production.    The  maintenance  of  favorable  nutrient 
solutions  requires  periodic  study  of  the  factors  that  affect  plant 
growth,  cause  malnutrition  or  support  diseases.    The  necessity  for 
changing  the  nutrient  solution  to  meet  the  needs  of  individ^oal  crops 
calls  for  physical  and  chemical  analyses,  continued  control  and  adjust- 
ments of  culture  solutions,  ai:d  laiov/ledge  of  elementary  principles  of 
ecology  and  plant  physiolo^^^.     It  is  concluded,  therefore,  that  the 
growth  of  natural  vegetation  and  of  garden  vegetables  or  other  agri- 
cultural crops  in  water  c^jltijire  is  still  in  the  experimenta-l  stage, 
and  is  not  yet  ready  for  practical  applications  or  as  a  commercial 
venture," 

Hamilton  To  give  students  of  landscape  architecture  an 

Arboretum  oppo-rtunity  for  first  ha,nl  study  ^f  plants  and  gardens 

the  old  estate  of  the  Alexander  Haonilton  fam.ily  at 
Irvington,  N,  Y.  is  to  be  transformed  into  a  multiple-garden  arboretum, 
described  as  "one  of  the  few  of  its  kind  in  the  country,"    Work  will 
begin  shortly  by  the  Department  of  Landscape  Architecture  of  Columbia 
University,  which  owns  the  property,  according  to  Professor  H^agh 
Pindlay,  who  will  direct  the  work.    When  completed,   the  sixty-oight- 
acre  development  will  comprise  a  series  of  gardens  shov/ing  arrangements 
/    of  specific  types  of  plants  but  blended  into  a  complete  unit.     It  will 
be  known  as  the  Kanilt-m  Arboretum.     (New  York  Times.) 
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Chlorophyll  "A  device  for  measuring;  the  concentrations  of  chloro- 

Measurement       phyll  Y:ith  an  accuracy  of  one  part  in  10,000,000  has  heen 

perfected  hy  Dr,  Earl  S,  Johnston,   of  the  Division  of  Radi- 
ation and  Organisms,  Smithsonian  Institution,"  says  Science  Digest 
(ipril).     "The  device  depends  upon  the  use  of  a  therraocouole,  hitherto 
chiefly  knovm  "because  of  it.s  use  Dy  astronomers, .» There  are  tv:o  kinds  of 
chlorophyll,  A  and  3,  vmich  a'osorh  slightly  different  wave  lengths  of 
light.     Thus  far,  Dr.  Johnston  says,  it  has  not  he en  possible  with  this 
apparatus  to  make  independent  measurements  of  each  variety,  hut  this  may 
"become  feasible  through  development  of  the  new  method.     With  more  accurate 
Imowledge  of  chlorophyll  concentrations  it  will  he  possiDle  to  measure 
more  precisely  the  aiuounts  of  solar  energy  v/hich  enter  into  the  photo- 
synthesis process  and  also  the  reactions  of  the  other  elements," 

Senate,  Agreed  to  the  House  amendment  to  S.  coO,  to  lorovide 

Mar.  7  reap;-)ortioni:ient  of  cotton  acreage  allotments  not 

planted  "by  farmers  entitled  thereto,     Tliis  oill  will  now 
he  sent  to  the  President, 

The  Senate  disagreed  to  the  action  of  the  House  on  the  insect  control 
item  in  H.H.  2S63,  first  deficiency  ap^oropriation  hill  for  1939.  Con- 
ferees were  appointed  in  each  House  for  a  further  conference.     The  Senate 
has  increased  the  original  House  figure  from  $2,000,000  to  $5, ^17 » 000. 
The  item  was  reported  from  conference  in  disagreement  and  the  House  voted 
to  change  the  amount  to  $2,2^0,000,  to  Y/hich  the  Senate  refused  to  agree. 

House,  Continued  dehate  on  the  reorganization  hill,  H,H. 

Mar,   7  ^^25,  s-nd  hegan  reading  the  hill  for  airiendment.     Mr,  Cox 

inserted  in  the  Record  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
on  the  tohacco  inspection  act,  ^nhich,  he  said,  indicated  that  the  powers 
delegated  in  the  reorganization  hill  are  not  uinconstitut ional .    Mr,  Bur- 
dick    spoke  in  favor  of  H.Res  25,  providing  for  investigation  of  the  need 
for  further  legisls.tion  to  regulate  future  trading. 

The  Comjiiittee  on  Disposition  of  Executive  Pa^pers  reported  a.  list  of 
papers  in  the  De-o,artnent  of  Agriculture  to  he  disj)osed  of  (H.Rept,  I31). 

(Omitted  from  report  of  March  6)  Received  a  letter  from  the  Acting 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  transmitting  a  ^"jroposed  hill  to  provide  for 
agreements  of  indemnity  to  hanl:s  paying  the  U.  S,  moneys  to  cover  checks 
or  drafts  issued  hy  such  hanks  payable  to  the  United  Sta.tes  which  have 
heen  lost  or  destroyed;  to  Com,   on  S^jpenditure s  in  Executive  Departments, 
-    (prepared  hy  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance.) 

New  Meat  An  article  in  Pood  Indu.stries  (March)  reports  a  new 

Packaging  method  of  packaging  meat  carcasses,     "Instead  of  leaving 

the  hide  on,"  says  a  note,   "the  carcass  is  tight  15^  trapped 
and  put  into  a  paper  hag.     The  meat  is  trademarked  before  packaging  ^o:/ 
apnplication  of  cellulose  striT)S.     Hot  inly  does  this  ;iractice  ;ireserve 
the  bloom,   odor  and  flavor  of  mea.t ,  but  it  -provides  a  more  attractive 
product.     Moreover,  there  ai''e  savings  in  cost." 


JAILY  DIGEST  

^epared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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35AZILIA1I  "A  iDroad  series  of  commercial  ajid  linancial  agree.- 

THADE  PACT         ments  for  ex/iansion  of  trade  was  concluded  between  Brazil  • 

and  the  United  States  yesterday  through  an  exchange  of 
notes  between  Secretary  Hull  and  Osv/aldo  Araiiiia,  the  Era,zilian  Foreign 
Minister,"  reports  Bertram  D.  Ihjilen  in  the  Hew  Yorlc  Times,     "In  the  opinion 
of  diploxmatic  observers  it' marked  the  successful  culmination  of  one  of  the 
most  ■  import. -^^nt  missions  conducted  by  a  South  American  statesman  for  miany 
years.     In  one  particular,  a  decision  of  Brazil  to  free  its  exchange  mar- 
ket. State  Departr.ient  officials  considered  it  one  of  tne  most  im^iortant 
financial  and  economic  measures  t.^il'::en  on  the  Western  riem.i sphere  in  recent 
times.     It  indicated  that  Brazil  considered  the  quickest  route  to' estab- 
lished economic  recovery  v/as  throrgh  maintenance  of  a  free  exchange  market... 


MILK  TRUST  Federal  Trade  Commission  economists  yesterday  contend- 

CiiARG-3D  ed  before  the  Monopoly  Committee  that  "..iono;^oli stic  con- 

trol" by  a  few  nat ion-v.dde  corporations  had  enabled  dis- 
tributors to  collect  an  increasing  share  of  the  nation's  m.ilk  dollar  at 
th^e  expense  of  farmers  and  cons^jm-ers.     Frederic  C.  Howe,  who  directed 
the  comnission's  presentation  of  testimony/,   told  the  committee  that  en- 
trance of  "big  business"  into  the  dairying  industry  about  15  years  ago 
had  brought  lovyer  -prices  for  milk  on  the  farm  rnd  hi^^^ier  jpi'ices  for  the 
consumer.     Pie  named  the  Hational  Dairy  Products  Comx)any  and  the  Borden 
Company  as  the  two  principal  coi'porat ions  who  "':4th  three  other  big  com- 
2;)anies  and  tlie  meat  packers  of  Chicago  dominate  this  indiistrj^  if  they  do 
not  pretty  completely  control  it."    Howe  presented  a  table  to  shovr  tho-t 
in  1923,  when  these  companies  were  said  to  have  started  acquiring  pasteur- 
izing plants  and  distributing  systems,  the  farmer's  share  in  the  consum- 
er's dollar  was  52  cents,   com;xared  with  35  cents  in  1933.  the  same 
period,  lie  said,   the  distributor's  share  rose  proportionately.     (A.P.  ) 


COTTON  BILL  The  Seno.te  Agriculture  Comnittee  approved  yesterday. 

ATPHOVED  without  a  dissenting  vote  a  bill  by  Senator  Smith  ^Thich 

would  gu-arcjitoe  cotton  "producers  12  cents  a  pound  for.  their 
crops,  but  leave  a  loophole  whereby  nDn-producers  could  buy  and  resell  at 
■:  profit  some  of  t}ie  11,000,000  bales  of  s'arplus  cotton  held  bj^  the  gov- 
ernment as  s:3curity  for  loans.     In  re-jorting  tlie  bill,  the  committee 
ado_3ted  a  resolution  that  the   )rice  of  cotton  must  be  muaintained  at  the 
loan  level,   else  "an  -undesirable  quantity  of  this  year's  crop  v/ill  be 
forced  under  government  loan  during  the  apjDroaching  marketing  season,  " 
(Hew  York  Times.) 
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Holstein-  A  milestone  in  dairy  breed  progress  was  reached 

FriGsians  recently  at  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  wh^n  the  Hoist ein-Priesian 

Association  of  America  issued  registration  certificate 
No,  2,000,000  for  a  Kolstein-Friesian  female.    No  other  breed  of  cattle, 
cither  dairy  or  beef,  reports  the  Extension  Department  of  the  Holstein- 
Priesian  Association  of  America,  has  closely  approached  this  record. 
Her  predecessor  in  this  bovine  numbers  game  came  in  1925 »  when  No, 
1,000,000  Holstein-Friesian  female  was  registered,  just  forty  years 
after  the  present  herd  book  was  started.    Dauntless  Direct  Leseyla  Ruth 
2000000,  which  is  the  official  name  of  "Miss  Two  Millionth,"  is  a 
daughter  of  the  Shaw  herd  sire,  Baker  Farm  Dauntless  66S530»     ^'^'^  Shaw 
herd  has  been  on  continuous  test  for  production  in  the  Holstein  Herd 
Test  for  the  past  eleven  years,  and  has  made  the  excellent  average  of 
U31  pounds  fat  per  year  for  the  period.     (Pacific  R-oral  Press,  March  U.) 

Fertilizer  "The  time  may  not  be  far  distant  when  fertilizer 

for  Fish  manufacturers  will  add  a  new,  recommended  use  for  their 

product — the  growing  of  fish,"  says  Donald  L.  Robertson, 
Editor,  Extension  Service,  Alabama,  in  Better  Crops  with  Plant  Pood 
(February).   "Tests  conducted  in  Alabamia  during  the  past  U  yea,rs  have 
shown  that  as  much  as    5^0  pounds  of  fish  per  acre  of  pond  can  be 
produced  annually  by  proper  fertilization.    As  with  cotton,  corn,  and 
other  crops,  these  tests  have  proven  that  fish  ponds  also  need  a  bal- 
anced fertilizer  for  maximum  results.     Comparatively  little  rias  been 
said  about  this  new  use  of  fertilizer,  and  yet  the  principle  is  simple. 
The  fertilizers  feed  sm,all  plants,  some  m.icroscoioic ,  which  in  turn  fur-- 
nish  food  for  the  fish.     These  plants  float  through  the  water,  and  if 
present  in  sufficient  amounts,  give  the  water  a  light  green  or  brown 
color.     In  addition,  these  plants  are  eaten  directly  by  sever^^l  species 
of  fish  and  also  furnish  food  for  insects,  tadpoles,  crawfish,  and 
other  small  animals  upon  which  the  fish  feed.     The  abundance  of  these 
plants  can  be  increased  by  the  use  of'  balanced  fertilization,  and  the 
increase  in  plants  will  in  turn  increase  the  pounds  of  fish  produced 
per  acre.    There  are  hijndreds  of  ponds  over  the  South  which,  while  de- 
voted to  fish  raising,  are  sadly  lacking  in  fertility.     Ranging  from 
'mud  puddles'   to  lakes,  these  ponds  offer  water  for  fish  to  swim  in, 
but  little  if  any  food..,H.  S.  S^-lngle,  fish  cult-ijirist  of  the  Alabama 
Experiment  Station, found  that  unfertilized  ponds  produced  from  100  to 
200  pounds  of  fish  per  acre,  and  properly  fertilized  ones  produced 
as  high  as  5SO  pounds  per  acre.,. The  most  profitable  mixture  he  has 
found  for  each  application  per  acre  of  v/ater  is  5  pounds  muriate  of 
potash,  ko  pounds  of  sulphate  of  ammonia,  60  pounds  superphosphate, 
30  pounds  basic  slag  or  I5  pounds  ground  limestone.     The  same  results 
v/ere  obtained  v/hen  the  fertilizers  were  applied  separately  and  when 
mixed  just  before  they  were  applied..."  ■ 
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Government  "...Government  "beef  grading  has  now  "been  in  effect 

Beef  Grading      for  practically  a  dozen  years,"  says  an  editorial  in 

the  American  Cattle  'Producer  (March).     "It  has  grown 
steadily,  is  enthusiastically  endorsed  by  the  great  majority  of  pro- 
ducers, and  is  "being  more  and  more  demanded  by  consumers  v/herever  they 
are  organized, , .Unless  there  is  better  co-operation  by  the  large 
packers,  compulsory  beef  grading  is  eventually  inevitable.     It  has  been 
a  remarkable  success  at  Seattle,  the  only  place  in  the  country  where  it 
has  had  a  real  and  long-continued  trial,    Vancouver,  Victoria^  and 
New  Westminster,  British  Columbia,  all  have  recently  imposed  compulsory 
grading  under  conditions , very  similar  to  those  obtaining  in  Seattle. 
In  fact,  they  are  basing  their  effort  largely  upon  the  Seattle  plan, 
after  some  experimentation  with  voluntary  grading  systems  in  parts  of 
the  Canadian  empire.    Beyond  a  shadow  of  a  doubt,  beef  grading  is  here 
to  stay..." 

Community  An  activity  fostered  by  the  U.S. Jam  Security  Ad- 

Meat  Packing      ministration,  and  welcomed  by  Lower  Rio  Grande  farmers, 

is  the  establishment  in  this  area  of  community  refrigera- 
tion and  m.eat  curing  plants,    Arrangem.ents  have  been  completed  for  the 
first  one.     The  membership  now  n*ar.bers  57  f arm.ers ,  each  of  whom"  has 
borrowed  from,  the  administration,  or  has  paid  in  cash,  $50,00,  making 
in  the  aggregate  a  s^om  approximating  $3,000,  which  is  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  building  and  equipment.     Capacity  will  be  for  a  thousand 
head  of  beeves  or  hogs  or  both,  and  provision  will  be  made  for  forty 
days ^  storage.     The  supervisor  will  sell  for  the  farmers  whatever 
part  of  the  cured  hog  meat  -and  the  beef  they  desire  to  sell,  the  ex- 
pectation being  that  they  will  want  to  retain  about  forty  percent  for 
home  use  and  will  put  the  rcr.aining  sixty  percent  on  the  market.  The 
proprietors  of  numer'^us  meat  shops  have  already  indicated  that  they 
will  be  glad  to  retail  the  product.     The  fifty  dollar  loans  to  the 
farmer-members  are  repayable  in  three  years  at  five  percent  annual 
interest.     It  is  believed  that  these  advances  will  be  liquidated  by 
dividends  from,  r^eat  sales  a  considerable  time  before  they  are  due.  ■ 
Costs  to  be  deducted  fr'^m  credits  to  the  members  are  50  cents  per 
head  for  killing,  2,5  cents  a  pound  for  curing  pork,  I.5  cents  a 
pound  for  cooling  and  soiling  beef  or  pork.       .   (Texas  Farming  and 
Citriculture ,  March,) 

Ncv7  U~H  "U-H  Horizons"  is  the  name  of  a  new  magazine  which 

Magazine  appeared  at  the  first  of  the  year.     One  of  the  editors 

is  Dr.  C.  B.  Smith  who  has  lately  retired  from  service 
as  assistant  director  of  extension  in  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  at  Washington  after  U2  years  of  service.     The  new  magazine 
is  dedicated  to  the  young  people  of  the  U-H  Clubs  and  the  issues  which 
have  appeared  contain  many  articles  of  real  interest  from  U-H  leaders 
throughout  the  country.     The  book  is  bca^utifully  gotten  up  with  good 
pictures,  lively  cartoons  and  excellent  make-up,  (Market  Growers 
Journal ,  March , ) 
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Senate,  Considering  tills  on  tne  calendar,  nassed  the  follo-.?-- 

Mar.  S  ing:   S.  13o3»  to  repeal  section  101  (c)  {h)  (farm  acreage 

allotments)  of  tiie  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of  193^5 
S.  109s,  authorizing  advances  for  crop  insurance  in  drought  areas;-  S.  ^lE, 
to  provide  for  further  development  of  extension  vrorh  ($500,000  annually). 
The  follo-dng  hills  ^-vere  passed  over:  S,  6S5,  to  create      Division  of 
Water  Pollution  Control;  S.  902,  to  amend  the  act  authorizing  detail  of 
U.S.   enployees  to  foreign  countries;  S.  I706,  the  Bvrd  reorganization  oill, 

Mr,  Lee  suhmitted  an  amendment  Y/hich  he  intends  to  propose  to  S.IU05, 
to  amend  the  Agricxiltural  Adjustment  Act  to  regulate  coiroerce  in  ivheat 
and  cotton  and  providing  for  orderly  marketing  of  such  comi:iodities  at 
fair  ;irices.     Mr.  3il'bo  suhmitted  amendments  which  he  intends-  to  propose 
to  S,  572,  to  provide  for  stochs  of  strategic  raw  materials  for  na^tional 
defense. 

House,  The  riouse  passed  H.R.  4425 »  "tMe  reorganization  "bill. 

Mar.  8  The  following  anendments  Y/ere  agreed  to:  hy  Mr,  Ludlow, 

prohibiting  the  esta,blishnent  of  any  new  department;  oy 
Mr,  T7arren,  requiring  the  President  to  suhmit  a  statement  of  prohaole 
sa.vings  resulting  from  any  reorganization  plan;   oy  I.'Ir.  Smith  of  Va,  ,  pro- 
viding that  no  reorganization  shall  continue  a  function  oeyond  its  previ- 
ous period  of  life.     An  amendi'nent  oy  llr,  r!ott,  exempting  the  !Forest  Ser- 
vice from  the  Dill's  -provisions,  was  rejected. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  reported  PI.R.  4o52,   Interior  Depart- 
ment Appropriation  Bill^for  I9U0  (H.Hept.  I61), 

The  conference  report  on  H,H.  2S6o,  Pirst  Deficiency  Appropriation 
Bill,  v/as  suhmMtted  to  the  House.     This  report  places  the  item  for  in- 
sect control  at  $3,000,000. 

Received  a  supplemental  estimate  of  ap'iropriation  for  the  Department 
for  pink  hollv/orm  control,  $U60,000  (to  be  matched  hy  sto.te  f-u^'ids) 
(pi, Doc.  201);  ref,  to  Com.   on  Appropriations, 

(Prepared  oy  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance.) 

Pine  Post  "Dp.   Craighea.d  and  his  associates  in  the  Bureau  of 

Protection         Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  have  developed  a  method 

of  treating  green  pine  timbers  that  make  them  resistant 
to  insect  damage  ajid  fungus  deca.j's  v.hen  used  for  fence  posts,   sills,  or 
rough  constr-action  in  contact  with  the  ground,   and  r^astic  v;ork  for  furni- 
ture,  cabins  and  bridges,"  says  the  Southern  planter  (March),  "'The 
method  is  sim.ple  and  inex-3ensive  aaid  seems  destined  to  revolutionize  the 
use  of  pine  on  farms  of  tiie  South.     Tests  with  a  number  of  chem.icals  in- 
dicate that,  after  10  years  in  the  ground,  posts  aiid  poles  of  treo.ted 
materials  are  still  in  a  perfect  state  of  preservat ion. Chemical  analj^ses 
of  cross  sections  of  this  treated  mLatcrio.l  show  thr.t  the  sa-Dwood  is  im- 
pregnated Yrith  the  chem.icals,   such  as  copper  sukohate  or  zinc  chloride, 
in  concentrations  ranging  from  one-half  to  1  I/2  -pounds  -^er  cubic  foot. 
The  green  standing  trees  can  be  treated  by  any  one  of  sever-.l  m.ethods 
that  involve  tlie  complete  severance  of  the  conducting  tissue  of  the  stem 
and  the  use  of  the  living  top,  namely:    stepping,  beanding,  capping,  oaid 
applying  a  collar,,." 


DAILY  DIGEST  

-epared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S,  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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AZ3F  075EHS  Opposing  "soill  further  reduction  in  cotton  acreage 

EXPOHT  PLAIT        allotments,"  the  American  Parm  Bureau.  Pederation  has  .laid 

before  President  Hoosevelt  a  $75>G€0;GOO  export  subsidy 
prograia  to  bring  about  gradual  liquidation  of  the  11,250,000  bales  now 
held  by  the  Federal  G-overnment  ^ander  commodity  loans,  -'  The  Federation' s 
program,   including  a  statement  of  o^')position  to  the  $200,000,000  Smith 
bill  reported  by  tlie  Senate  Agriculture  Comm.it tee  la,st  week,  was  outlined 
to  President  Hoosevelt  by  Edward  A.  O'lTeal,  president,  and  Earl  C,  Smith, 
executive  comm.itteemrijL.     The  Pederation,  largest  and  most  influential  of 
the  farm  organizations,  proposed  in  substance  that  the  government  be 
authorized  to  take  title  to  the  cotton  it  now  holds  under  loans  by  pay- 
ing borrov.ung  producers  for  their  equity  in  the  vjarehoused  staple,  which, 
.then  would  be  marketed  through  normal  coinmercial  channels  in  the  world's 
markets,  for  something  less  than  the  domestic  price.     !To  ?.ttempt  would  be 
made,  according  to  Pederation  spokesmen,  to  market  all  the  supply  in  one 
year.     (iTew  York  Times.) 


HID.  POOD,  State  reg'olations  based  on  the  federal  food,  drug 

DHUG-  LAW  and  cosmetic  act  became  law  in  Indiana  last  week,  marking 

the  first  state  action  of  its  kind,  s?.ys  a  report  in  the 
New  York  Times,     The  bill,  which  enacts  a  draft  of  a  uniform  m.eas-ure 
dra-v.m  up  by  Charles  lYesley  Dunn,  general  counsel  of  the  Ainerican  Pharma- 
ceutical Manufacturers  Association,  was  recommended  by  G-overnor  To^Tnsend, 
who  j)ointed  out  tliat  Indiana  had  no  reg'Jilat ions  controlling  "dangerous 
drugs,  cosmetics  and  therapeutic  devices."     In  dru^g  and  cosmetic  circles 
the  belief  was  expressed  that  a  number  of  other  states  would  taice  simhlar 
action  between  now  and  Jujie  2^  v.ken  the  federal  -act  becomes  fully  effec- 
tive. 


SliSPLUS  TirZAI  Tiie  Federal  Surplus  CoLimodit ies  Corporation  has  been 

FOR  HSLIEF  authorized  to  buy  up  to  'j)l^,QGC  more  barrels  of  whole 

wheat  graham  flour  and  lcO,000  more  of  whole  wheat .-breal-:- 
fast  cereal  for  relief  distribution,  the  Departmiont  of  Agriculture  an- 
nounces.    Tile  goods,  representing  1,750*^^0  bushels  of  tiheat'^  yjHI  be 
bought  from  mills  all  over  the  coraitry  on  the  basis  of  their  offers. 
Since  J-cuie  193^,  the  aiiiount  sought  for  relief  has  amounted  to  2,700,000 
barrels  of  whea.t  flour,  2bo,900  barrels  of  whole  ^heat  grj^kam  floujr  and 
203,600  ba.rrels  of  whole  wheat  cereal.     This  represents  13,000,000  bushel 
of  v,heat.     (Press.  ) 
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^Fertilizer  "Vegeta^ble  growers  are  shov^ring  interest  in  a  new 

Placement  _        transplanter  which  provides  further  advantages  in  hand- 

wa^^  fertilizer  place-nent,"  says  Penns-lvania  Farmer 
(March  11).     "This  transplanter,  made  in  one  and  two-row  sizes,  permits 
the  placement  of  fertilizer  in  'hroksn  bands'  for  longer  spaced  plants, 
effecting  a  substantial  savings  in  the  cost  of  fertilizer  used.  The 
"bands  are  applied  ten  inches  in  length  on  each  side  of  the  plant  at  the 
time  it  is   'set'.    By  the  new  feature,  one  fertilizer  ha.nd  may  he 
placed  at  the  usual  depth  and  the  other  hand  may  he  dropped  lower.  This 
provides  a  plant  food  reserve  for  later  utilization.     By  this  method  it 
is  customary  to  use  a  25  percent  application  in  the  upper  hand  and  a 
75  percent  application  in  the  lower  hand.     Thus  the  hulk  of  the  plant 
food  is  placed  where  the  moisture  is  greater,  and.  nearer  the  root  growth 
as  the  roots  strike  deeper.    The  roots  are  brought  into  contact  with  a 
greater  area  of  soil  and  arc  able  to  utilize  more  of  the  soil  moisture. 
In  addition  to  transplanters,  this  new  fertilizer  placement  equipment 
is  available  for  use  with  some  types  of  vegetable  and  potato  planters," 

Missouri  "Few  state  agencies  have  been  accorded  the  wholesale 

Wildlife  support  given  Missouri  * s  Conservation  Commission," says 

Missouri  R^JTalist  (March  U) .  "All  over  Missouri  the  local 
county  ^jnits  of  the  state  association  are  doing  excellent  work.  The 
change  in  attitude  has  made  nearly  everyone  conservation-minded.  In- 
stead of  indifference  we  see  farmers,  although  they  do  not  care  to  hunt, 
strongly  behind  efforts  to  protect  wildlife.    Hunters  have  acquired  a 
new  respect  for  rules  and  regulations,  not  because  they  fear  the  law 
but  because  it  is  realized  that  these  same  rules  and  regulations  are 
necessary  to  the  goal  in  sight.    What  has  been  mapped  out  by  Missouri's 
commission  has  stood  the  test  in  other  localities.     Pennsylvania,  for 
instance,  has  done  so  well  with  deer  protection  that  the  animals  were 
making  farming  precarious  for  many  landowners.     So  last  fall  that  state 
removed  the  restrictions  on  killing  un-antlered  deer.     The   'take^  was 
around  50»000  deer  in  a  state  that  once  was  nearly  devoid  of  them.  Here 
in  Missouri  the  sowing  of  lespedeza  for  pasture  and  hay  and  as  a  soil- 
conservation  measure  has  provided  quail  the  grea.test  source  of  feed  the 
birds  have  ever  had.     Not  only  is  lespedeza  seed  good  food,  but  it 
stays  on  the  plants  ruitil  spring.     The  soil  conservation  work  is  helping 
provide  water.     Cheap  shelters  eliminate  the  necessity  of  weedy  and  un- 
sightly fence  rows  if  a  farmer  wishes  to  provide  srd table  cover,,," 

Refrigerator  Quick  Frozen  Poods  (February)  reports  that  there  is 

nov;  on  the  market  a  domestic  refrigerator  with  a  spacious 
fast  freezing  compartment  guaranteeing  from  5  "to  10  degrees  below  zero. 
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Refrigeration  D,  I,  S'isher,  3-j.reaii  of  Plant  Industr^^,  writes  in 

in  Transit  Q,uic]^  Frozen  Fods  (Jeoniarj')  on  "Precooling  and  the 

Refrigeration  of  Fruits  and- Vegetaoles.  "    Re;")Orting  tests 
of  the  Department  on  transit  refrigeration  for  fruits  and  vegetables,  he 
says  it  was  foui'.d  that  "equally  good  transit  temperat lU'es  were  secured 
with  upT)er  half  hunlcer  icing  (in  refrigerator  cars)  as  with  full  hunlier 
icing  and  that  precooled  oranges  at  least  could  oe  delivered  in  satis- 
factory condition  vdth  only  one  reicing  in  transit.     It  was  also  shown 
that  the  rate  of  air  movement,  as  measured  "oy  electric  anemometers,  was 
more  rapid  with  ux^^er  half  iDunker  icing  than  with  full  hunker  icing 
Dut  that  v/ith  the  latter  more  rapid  cooling:  occurred  than  when  the  ice 
v,'as  confined  to  the  lov/er  half  of  the  hunker,     Tiius  another  way  seems 
to  oe  opening  for  a  f-orther  reduction  in  refrigeration  costs  although 
a  reduced  rate  has  not  yet  "been  put  into  effect.     However,   since  their 
refrigeration  rates  are  "based  in  large  part  on  the  quantity/-  of  ice  which 
they  furnish  and  have  to  haul,   it  is  reasons^ole  to  ex'j)ect  that  a  reduc- 
tion will  ultimately  "oring  a  reduction  in  the  charge  imposed.     TrAs  lat- 
est modification  of  transit  refrigeration  practice  was  tried  for  the 
first  time  last  year  on  xDears,     The  results  were  entirely  satisfactory 
out  the  pears  had  heen  thorougiily  precooled  and  the  test  was  made  d^jr- 
ing  the  fall  when  outside  temperatures  wore  cool  so  an  extreme  test  was 
not  provided.     It  is  possiole  this  irtay  prove  to  "be  another  step  in  the 
improvement  of  transit  refrigeration  practices  v.here'oy  greater  efficiency 
is  ootainahle  at  less  cost,.," 

Senate,  Mr,  Taft  suomitted  amendments  he  intends  to  propose 

Mar,  9  to  S,  1713,   for  eradication  of  I>atch  elm  disease;   to  Com. 

on  Agriculture  and  Forestry. 
•  The  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday,  iJr,rch  13. 

House,  Began  deoate  on  ?I,R.  ^4352,   Inti^rior  Department  Ap- 

Mar,  9  propriation  Bill,  19^C.     Speeches  were  made  as  follows: 

"by  i.'Ir.  Kle"berg,   favoring  an  appropriation  for  piiik  o oil- 
worm  control  (he  inserted  in  the- Record  iiiaterial  on  the  suhject  pre- 
pared oy  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine);  "by  Lir,  Craw- 
ford,  favoring  pinli  "bollworm  control,   criticising  administration  of  the 
Virgin  Islands  in  coruiection  with  sugar  -^iroduction  and  criticising  the 
new  plans  of  the  Federal  Surp.lus  Commodities  Corporation;  "oy  I.:r.  Hook, 
charging  irregularities  in  e:rienditure  of  federal  fronds  at  i.iichigan 
State  College  in  agriculturcO.l  work;  hy  Mr.   Carter,   supporting  the  reclama^ 
tion  activities  of  the  federal  government. 

Agreed  to  the  conference  report  on  H.R.  2ocS,  First  Deficiency 
Appropriation  Bill,   1939.     Tliis  re"^ort  provides  tr.at  the  amount  for  in- 
sect control  will  oe  $3,000,000. 

Received  a  letter  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  Agriculture  trans- 
mitting a  draft  of  a  oill  to  amend  the  act  of  April  2b,  1926,  fixing 
the  fees  of  Jurors  and  vatnesse s ;   to  Com,   on  Judiciary. 

(prepared  oy  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance, ) 
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Playfever  ITatural  History  (March)  contains  "17eeds,  TYaste  and 

Prevention         Eayfever"  l^y  R.  P,  'iTodenouse.     The  article  is  accompanied 

"by  "ohotographs ,   dra\"ings  and  three  charts  sho^ring  jDollen 
areas  in  the  United  States  for  three  seasons  of  the  year.  "Hayfever," 
says  a  note,   "is  a  man-mo.de  disease,  preventable  throv.gh  conservation 
measures  v.hich  every  citizen  should  taJce  to  heart  for  the  ;^eneral  hetter- 
ment  and  heautification  of  our  native  land,"    The  last  paragraph  says: 
"To  permit  the  return  of  all  soil  to  its  natural  conditions  is  not  corax)at- 
ihle  with  civilization  nor  uith  human  progress  in  any  form.     But  there 
is  an  alternative  and  that  is  to  cultivate  the  land  intensively.     You  do 
not  see  hayfever  weeds  growing  in  city  parks,  in  proxoerly  kept  gardens, 
in  -.veil-managed  farms  nor,  in  fact,  any^/.here  that  the  soil  is  put  to  its 
legitimate  use  and  economically  managed,     por,  however  regarded,  weeds 
represent  waste,    i^Tature  deincJids  that  the  Isjid  oe  clothed.     If  we  do  not 
like  the  weeds  of  her  choosing  v/e  may  select  our  own.     Por  exainple,  if  it 
hecomes  necessary  to  strip  tiie  land  of  its  protective  cover  we  may  sow 
a  cover  crop  before  the  natural  Y^eeds  can  talre  possession.     The  correc- 
tion of  uneconomical  ir.isuses  of  the  soil  is  strictly  in  accordance  vrith 
the  principles  of  land  conservation  and  Yfith  the  highest  development  of 
civilization  and  the  use  of  our  continent.     The  best  prevention  of  hay- 
fever is  to  leave  the  land  iniiriolested  or  to  cultivate  it  oroperly  and  malce 
it  ;iay  dividends.     Anything  between  means  v:eeds,  waste  aaid  hayfever." 

Parm  •    "G-rowth  of  farm  tenancy  in  the  United  States  in  re- 

Tenancy  cent  years  is  causing  concern  among  those  who  recognize 

the  evils  in  such  a  tendency,  "  says  a.n  editorial  in  the 
Montana  Parmer  (March  l),     "The  3 aji]/iie ad-Jones  fctrm  tenanc;,'  act  demon- 
strates the  ;-)ossibilit ies  in  encouraging  ten?.nts  to  acquire  or/nership,  but 
the  funds  provided  imder  it  are  limited. . .Perhaps  this  desirable  federal 
prograiTi  can  be  ex-^anded,  but  in  the  meantime  some  of  the  individus.! 
states  are  moving  to  attack  the  problemi  in  a  different  way.     Parm  lead- 
ers in  California  are  pLanning  to  introduce  a  bill  in  the  next  session 
of  the  state  legislature  vjhich,   if  enacted,  would  im:;)Ose  a  special  state 
tax  on  the  holders  of  more  than  10  farms.     Its  aim  is  to  discourage  mul- 
tiple holdings  and  get  the  land  back  into  the  hands  of  dirt  farmers.  A 
bill  will  be  introduced  in  the  Iowa  legislature  requiring  coroorations  to 
sell  all  farms  obtained  in  foreclosures  within  two  years.     Principal  land- 
oimers  in  Montana  and  other  states  are  insurojice  companies,  mortgage  com- 
panies,  commercial  banks  and  the  federal  land  banks.     In  Montana  the  rail- 
roads are  also  important  landholders.     Directors  of  lo.nd-holding  corpora*- 
tions  will  do  vvell  to  study  the  tenant -pur  chase  'olojn  embodied  in  the  Banli:- 
head-Jones  act.     It  should  be  possible  for  such  institutions  to  develop 
similar  programs  through  which  some  of  their  tenants  could  achieve  ovrner- 
ship, " 
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FOOD  SCHIP  The  national  Food  and  C-rocer^  Conference  Co;;;jriittee 

PHOG-HAIvI  -ananimously  approved  yesterday  the  plan  of  the  Department 

of  Agriciiltiire  to  ex^^^erinent  in  six  cities  vjith  dis'^osal 
of  surplus  far:::  commodities  to  the  needy  through  private  enter:>rise  "by 
issues  of  government  scrip.     Secretary  Wallace,  who  put  the  plan  hefore 
the  wholesale  ©jid  retail  grocers  in  the  cor^jn-xittee ,   tiien  anjio^uiced  he  would 
put  it  i-jito  effect  soon.     It  is  hoped  to  start  it  ahout  A-:.ril  15  in  the 
first  of  six  cities,  none  of  v/hich  have  3^et  heen  ^-^icked,  and  extend  it 
gradually  to  the  others,  v;ith  its  future  thereafter  depending  on  the  re- 
sults achieved.     The  r)lan  is  to  give  every  person  nov:  receiving  -juDlic 
assistcOJice  (including  W?A  v/ag.?s)  who  desires  to  participate,   orange  stcuir^s 
instead  of  money  to  the  value  of  the  amount  ho  now  norr.aa,lly  spends  on 
food,  and  a  prer.ii'am  in  blue  str.uiris  amounting  to  lialf  that  amount,  Tho.t 
is,   if  he  spend.s  $U  on  food  nov:,  he  vrould  get  $4  in  orange  stam^JS  from 
the  govorment  and  $2  in  blue  ones.     (iTevr  York  Times,  ) 


MILK  OEDER  The  Department  of  Agriculture  annoiuiced  yesterda]^ 

APPZAL  th-t  it  had  formally  asked  the  Department  of  Justice  to 

arieal  directly  to  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  the 
Federal  court  decision  on  Febru.ary  23  invalidating  the  Federal  milk  mar- 
keting order  in  the  ITew  Y^rk  met ropol item  marketing  area.     The  lov/er 
court's  decision,   rendered  at  Albany  by  Federal  Judge  Frcaik  Cooper,  in- 
volved efforts  to  the  goverrmient  to  enjoin  four  milk  hmidlers  from  vio- 
lo/cing  tile  terms  of  the  order.     The  order  establishes  minimu-a  prices  to 
producers  cJi^  provides  a  method  for  making  pa^/ments  to  dairy  farmers 
tlirough  a  producer  settlem.ent  fujid.     The  court  not  only  held  the  order 
invalid  but  deckared  'onconstitutional  certain  -^revisions  of  the  agricul- 
tural marketing  agreement  act  of  1937  "U-nder  which  the  progrcin  was  developed, 
(New  York  Times. ) 


IITTSRSTAIS  TRADZi  The  Co-ancil  of  State  G-overnments  announced  yester- 

COIIFZlPJDiTCE  d.ay  a  national  conference  to  attack  the  problems  of 

interstate  trade  barriers  would  be  held  in  Chicago  April 
5  to  7  inclusive.     Scores  of  governors,   state  legislators,   federal  and 
state  a.dministrat ive  officials,  o.re  expected  to  attend  the  conference, 
the  anno-ancement  said.     Interstate  truclring  regulations,   food  and  build- 
ing laws  and  various  ty^oes  if  legislation  classed  by  the  council  as  "dis- 
criminatory"   will,  be  considered,     (A.P,  ), 


« 
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Reorganization  The  Peoriiary  Journal  of  Parin  Sconomics  contcains  the 

in  Department       Proceedings  of  the  American  Fa.rm  Economic  Association, 

John  D,  Blaclc,  of  Ha-rvard  University,  discussing  H.  H, 
Tollev^s  poper  on  the  De^^artment  reorganisation,   sa^'s  in  jpra^t:   "The  nev; 
development  in  th«  I)epartment  of  Agriculture  descrioed  in  Mr.  'Tollev's 
paper  is  of  great  significance.     It  means  that  for  the  first  time  there 
has  oeen  -provided  in  the  federal  goverrjnent  an  agency  setup  of  the  farm, 
needed  to  enaole  the  -orofessional  economists  there  t')  fimction  o.s  the 
^general  sto.ff,''  to  choose  a  term  from  military  parlance,  and  work  v,ath 
the  o.ctual  oi3erators  in  the  planning  and  directing  of  the  collective  ac- 
tion of  the  current  year  .and  day,     Equ:ally  as  vital,   it  provides  for  hring- 

ing  into  collahoration  vjith  this  staff  in  Washington  a  sort  of  general 
staff  in  each  of  the  states,  to  ^Those  functioning  the  professional  agri- 
cultural econom.ists  should  contribute  in  large  meo.sure.     In  the  state  part 
of  this  national  setup  particularly,  the  foremost  men  of  action  and  in- 
tellectual le?.dership  coaaong  the  farm  operators  are  expected  to  Join  forces 
\7ith  the  T.rof essi onal  group.     If  these  operators  f-uiiction  as  in  the  past, 
the3^  uill  furnish  the  real  drive  toward  action  xDrogrojns.  " 

Career  "Too  little  attention  has  "been  given  to  the  hopeful 

Service  steps  taken  during  recent  v/eeks  toward  creation  of  a  career 

service  for  the  federal  government,"  says  an  editorial  in 
the  ^Yashington  Post  (March  13).     "...As  it  has  operated  to  do.te  in  this 
country  the  merit  system  has  served  chiefly  to  protect  federal  johs  from 
the  sT^oilsmen,     That,   of  course,  is  an  importcjit  accompli shjn en t.    3ut  it 
does  little  to  fjaarantee  a  high  degree  of  efficiency  in  the  government 
service, ,  .President  Hoosevelt  is  mcaiifesting  a  great  deal  of  interest  in 
modernization  of  the  merit  system.     Both  his  si')ecial  corarhttee  to  set  up 
st.?ndards  for  a  real  career  service  and  his  Council  of  Personnel  AcUiiin- 
istration  may  'oe  relied  upon  to  recor.imend  the  hest  -practices  in  i-^erson- 
nel  m.anagement,     'Tlie  comiinittee  is  headed  hy  Justice  Stanley  Reed  of  the 
Supreme  Court  and  the  comicil  oy  Dr.  Frederick  M,  Do.venport,  head  of  the 
Institute  01  PrJDlic  Affairs.     It  vjill  he  trie  task  of  these  tl70  agencies 
to  introduce  0.  greater  elemxent  of  merit  into  tiie  merit  system.     In  these 
days  of  widespread  governmental  activities,  calling  for  technical  skill 
of  many  varieties  as  7;ell  o.s  acmiinist native  ahility,   it  is  not  enough  to 
abolish  political  .tests  of  fitness.     Fays  and  means  must  oe  found  to  "bring 
into  the  federal  service  men  and  \Yomen  specially  trained  for  and  adapted 
to  the  tr.sks  o.ssigned  to  them.     Arad  they  must  he  given  assurance  of  fair 
treatment,   of  advancem.ent  in  accord  v/ith  the  quality  of  service  rendered 
and  of  sufficient  pay  to  make  a  co-reer  in  government  v.'ork  a.ttr.act ive, " 

Cosmietics  The  March  Amsrican  Mercnjry  contahns  "The  Pa^int  a,nd 

Pov/der  Racket"  oy  Lois  Mattox  Miller.     It  describes  the 
$U00,000,0C0  dsm^etic  industry.     The  nev;  food,   drug  a.nd  com.setic  act,  the 
author  believes,  vdll  do  avray  v:ith  r^ji  "Vouse  of  the  public  tiaist  by  the 
cosmetics     trade,"  by  req_uiring  that  fut-ure  labels  sta„te  clearly  the  vol- 
ume or  weight  in  ounces  if  the  packages^  net  contents. 
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AAA  Reports  The  New  York  Times,  reviewing  the  rs;:>ort  of  the  A^ri- 

Frogress  cultural  Adjustment  Administration  (from  January  1,  1937 > 

to  June  3C>  193^»   says  that  complete  figures  on  tlie  results 
of  the  program  are  included  in  the  report,  which  says  that  in  that  year 
the  plan  was  applied  to  2S2,629»0CC  acres,   or  ahnost    65  percent  of  the 
total  crop  land  in  the  United  States,     The  numoer  of  owner-operators,  ten- 
ants and  landlords  taking  part  in  the  program  W3.s  3f7-i-3>9  — .     ^--s  nnmlDer 
of  farms  participating  was  3>'^20,C37.    Farmers  participating  in  tr.e  1937 
program  diverted  26,3c2,53^  acres  from  soil-depleting  crops,  almiost  13 
percent  of  the  normal  or  base  acreage  of  such  crops  on  trie  p3.rt icix:)at ing 
farms,     For  im.provement  of  their  soil  "by  diver siom  from  soil-depleting 
crops  and  carrying  out  soil-"building  practices , under  the  1937  program,  co- 
operating farmers  were  paid  $3Co, 7^^> COO.     Tlie  average  pa^/mient  was  $S1,93« 
Tlie  report  T)ointed  out  that  farm  cash  income  for  the  ca.lendar  year  1937 
was        60c, boo, COO,  compared  with  $7,9UU,000,  COG  in  193c  and  $4, 32S , COO,  000 
in  1932.     ^ne  1937  income  was  the  highest  for  any  year  since  1929'  and  was 
almxost  double  the  1932  level.     It  compared  with  the  193^  cash  fs,rm  income 
of  $7,632,000,000.     Soil-conservation  payments  in  1937  amounted  to  approxi- 
ma,tely  $367,000,000.     A  large  "part  of  the  payments  disbursed  in  1937  '-as 
earned  by  compliance  with  the  program  of  1936,  and  a  large  part  of  pay- 
ments earned  in  1937  ^'as  disbursed  in  193^  and  consequently  wa,s  not  in- 
cluded in  1937  cash  income,     (llew  York  Times.  ) 

Farm  Labor  "Uncle  San  is  sponsoring  a  school  for  farm  hands," 

School  -says  an  editorial  in  the  Jackson  (hiss.)  News  (March  h) , 

"...T^iiis  school  is  cooperatively  undertaken  by  the  national 
Youth  Adm.inistration,  tlie  State  Department  of  Education  and  the  State 
Teachers  College  of  Arizona,    Hear  Temple,  67  boys  are  setting  up  build- 
ings,   HaJi^r  of  the  students  will  come  from  farm,  families,  but  from  those 
so  situated  that  they  never  had  a  chance  to  lea.rn  anything  but  cotton 
picking  or  similar  low-paid  seasonal  labor.     To  teach  them  something  of 
fann  work  in  general  miay  well  fit  them  for  better  jobs." 

Tractor  "Tractor  testing  devices  which  show  the  amount  of 

Testing  horsepower  being  developed  ajid  the  rate  of  fuel  cons-omip- 

tion  per  ho-ar  are  being  used  over  Iowa,  this  winter  in  dem- 
onstrations staged  by  t'ne  I ov/a  Extension  Service,"  says  Wallaces'  Farmer 
(March  11).     "A  brake  contrivance  deterinines  the  horsepower  output  of  tine 
tractor  engine  v.hile  rmming  norm.ally.    Fuel  consum.pt ion,  expressed  in 
gallons  per  hour,   is  registered  by  means  of  a  fuel  meter,  much  as  a  speedom.- 
eter  shows  miles  per  hour.     Using  these. two  devices,  the  Extension  Service 
demonstra-tors  show  the  effect  of  different  motor  :idjustments  on  power  and 
fuel  requirem.ent s.     They  also  ca^n  compare  different  tj^es  of  fuel  for  use 
in  tractors.     Z.  V.  Collins,   Iowa  State  College  engineer,   invented  the 
specia,!  bralie  a.nd  fuel  meter." 

Watermelon     .  The  Ha/.vke sbur^r,  a.  new  v7Ci,teimielon  variety  oha.t  is  re- 

sistant to  wilt,   is  now  commercially  3.vailable.    Under  test 
for  severaJ  years  in  Virginia,   it  ha.s  nroven  to  be  of  good  size  a.nd  high- 
quality,     (Farm  Journal,  April.) 
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Sorghizns  "The  Texas  Ex-^erimeiit  Station,  with  the  cooperation 

in  Texas  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  made  an  epoch -marking 

contribution  to  agriculture  vhen  they  introduced  D.nd  popu- 
larized sorghun,  "  says  Texas  [Farming  and  Citriculture  (March).  "These 
agencies  are  continuing  to  serve  growers  of  these  crops  oy  develor^ing 
iiiroroved  strains  and  varieties  of  sorgh^'om  which  are  more  desirahle  than 
some  of  the  older  V3.rieties,   Decause  of  th^ir  greater  yielding  capacity, 
increased  resistance  to  diseases  and  insects  or  because  of  their  greater 
nutritive  value. .  .Port ions  of  South  Texas  have  become  irrroortant  commer- 
cial grain  prodnxing  areas  "beca-ase  of  the  adaptability  of  grain  sorghuns 
to  conditions  in  that  region.     Early  maturing  varieties  developed  by  the 
Texas  Station  make  it  possible  to  produce  two  crops  in  a  single  year, 
and  the  quantity  of  forage  which  can  be  produced  is  almost  "unlimited, 
3y  combining  the  grain  and  drying  it  in  commercial  dehydration  plants, 
it  is  possible  to  get  the  early  s'oring  crop  on  the  market  at  a.  time  when 
sup-ilies  of  carryover  grain  are  lov;  and  prices  are  relatively  high..." 

House,  Continued  debate  on  H.R.  Uo52,  Interior  Departmient 

Mar.  10  Appropriation  Bill ,  19^0. 

The  following  bills  were  reported  without  amendment 
from  the  Coiiimittee  on  Agriculture;  H.J. Res.  iSo,  authorizing  delegation 
of  authority  to  the  Director  of  Finance,  Department  of  Agriculture,  to 
sign  requisitions  for  funds  (H.Pwept.   loo);  H.J. Res.   1S9 ,  to  define  the 
status  and  duties  of  the  Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  (H.Rept.  1&'9); 
S.  1093,   to  amend  the  Soil  Conservation  and  Domestic  Allotment  Act  by 
authorizing  advances  for  cro;")  insurance  (rl.Rept.  I90), 

The  House  adjourned  imtil  Monday,  March  I3.   (The  Senate  v;as  not  in 
session, ) 

(prepared  by  Office  of  Budget  and  Pinance. ) 

Brazilian  "The  agreement .  reached  betv/cen  the  United  States  and 

Agreement  Brazil,   the  largest  of  our  South  Am.erican  neighbors,  "Drom- 

ises  great  advantages  for  both  countries,"  says  an  edi- 
torial in  the  Uew  York  Times  (March  ll).     "It  will  stimulate  the  flow  of 
trade  in  both  directions.     It  will  encourage  Brazil  to  make  still  m.ore 
use  of  its  rich  agricultural  resources.     It  will  hlep  to  create  for  the 
United  States  an  Anerican  source  of  supply  for  essential  commodities  that 
cannot  be  produced  under  our  ov/n  climatic  and  economic  conditions.  It 
will  greatly  strengthen  the  financial  position  of  Brazil  by  x^ermatting 
that  couiitry  to  get  gDld  for  its  Central  Reserve  Bank.     It  will  help 
■American  investors  in  Brazilian  dollar  bonds  by  ^iroviding  for  temporary 
resumption  of  service  on  those  bonds.     But  the  importance  of  the  agree- 
ment extends  beyond  its  immediate  tangible  benefits.     It  is  a  victory  for 
the  good  neighbor  policy  and  a  forer^onner,   let  us  hope,  of  similar  agree- 
mients  with  other  of  our  South  and  Central  American  neighbors.     Por  the 
decision  of  Brazil  to  free  its  exchange  maa^ket ,  vdth  our  he li^. .  .marks  a 
move  away  from  the  path  that  leads  to  authoritarian  economy  and  back  to 
the  path  of  free  economy.     As  such  it  is  a.  happy  augury  for  the  demo- 
cratic v/ay  of  life  in  this  hemisphere," 
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_  ^^LAiCD  New  England  pushed  a  preparedness  carnpai^,Ti  yesterday 

TIRZ  PSOTSCTION    against  a  heavily  stressed  spring-time  danger  of  sweep- 
ing loi^est  fires    in  the  vast  stretches  of  tangled  wood- 
land left  hy  last  Se-.temher's  hurricane,   says  a  Boston  report  oy  the  Asso- 
ciated Press.     Given  an  extension  of  time  hy  a  heavy  olanket  of  snor^  over 
the  entire  Northeast,  executives  of  all  six  states  awaited  President  Roose- 
velt's action  on  a  $5,00C,0C0  ap-;ropriation  just  passed  oy  Congress  for 
fire  -iravention-  in  a' wide  s^-ath  of  timoer  stretching  from  Long  Island 
Sound  to  tlie  Canadian  horder.    Massachusetts  v/ill  maintain  24-hour  watches 
in  lookout  towers  until  danger  is  past.     Tlie  New  Eairpshire  American  Le- 
gion set  up  disaster  r.io jilization  machinery,  including  flood  or  fire. 
That  state  also  inaugurated  an  educational  program,  furnishing  instruc- 
tions in  forest-fire  fighting.     Pliode  Isla-d  fire-fighting  operations 
were  coordinated  imder  the  direction  of  Murton  K.  Harris,  director ^of 
agriculture  and  conservation.     Vermont  concentrated  on  removal  of  fallen 
timher, 

R30RGAi'IZATI0N,  "Tith  only  minor  alterations,  the  Senate  Comraittee  on 

RSTIEEISNT  Reorganization  yesterday  favoraoly  reported  to  the^Senate 

the  modified  T7arr en- Cochran  government  reorganization 
bill  passed  last  week  by  the  House.     Senator  Byrnes  of  South  Carolina 
asked"  Senate  consideration  of  "the  bill  today.     One  major  obstacle  re- 
mained in  the  path  of  the  bill— the  ITneeler  auendment ,  requirirg  ayproval 
by  both  Houses  of  Congress  of  any  reorgraiization  plr-i  submitted  by  the 
President. 

The  Senate  yesterday,  for  the  second  time,  ;passed  the  Neely  bill 
to  ciiiend  the  civil  service  retirement  act.     Action  was  -jncuiimous .  The 
bill  -)rovides  in  brief:   for  the  reduction    of  retirement  ages  for  the 
several  classes  from  bS,  63  and  60  to  6U,  bC  cjid.  5S;  three  1-year  exten- 
sions of  aiT:^ointments  beyond  the  retirement  age  when  desired  by  the  em- 
ployee and~  a-oproved  by  the  Civil  Service  Comixiission;  that  the  employees' 
contribution  to  the  retirement  f^ond  sh?ai  be  increased  from  3  1/2  to  4 
percent;  perraits  employees  to  deposit  additional  amoujits  of  between  1  and 
10  -oercent  for  the  "o^orchase  of  additional  annuities;  that  disabled  em- 
-olo'yees  maybe  kept"  on  r-tirement  rolls  "for  12  months  after  complete  re- 
covery instead  of  S'C  days  as  at  present.     (Washington  Post.) 

1HT7  yOFJC  IIILK  ^Phe  Department  of  Agriculture  abandoned  temTJorarily 

RIlGULATION  yesterday  its  six-month  effort  to  regulate  the  marketing 

of  milk  in  the  New  York  metro;oolitan  area.     A  form.al  an- 
nouncem.ent  by  the  department  said  that  the  federal  m^arketing  program, 
affecting  60^,00C  dair'-^nen  in  seven  states,  was  suspended  as  of  Pebruary 
1,  pending  the  outcome  of  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  from  a  lower 
co^u-t  decision  holding  the  prograu  rnconst itutional.     vA.x  .  ) 
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Electrical  A  report  from  the  Washington  Business  Week  "bureau 

Appliances         says  in  the  March  11  issue  that  some  8,000  farm  customers 

of  10  rural  electrification  cooperatives  in  Iowa  are  "being 
subjected  to  an  intensive  appliance  sales  campaign.     What  holds  up  con- 
sumption of  electricity  on  farms,  it  says,  is  apparently  the  simultaneous 
necessity  of  wiring  the  farm  h^aildings,  hiaying  fixtures,  and  acquiring 
appliances.     The  farmer  has  a  nat^oral  tendency  to  hold  these  expenses  to 
a  minimum,  even  though  he  may  fully  intend  to  add  to  his  electrical 
equipment  in  future.     This  is  true  despite  the  fact  low-cost  financing 
has  "been  available  through  Electric  Home  and  Farm  Authority  ever  since 
the  ESA  program  started.     So  tho  problem  becomes  one  of  reducing  those 
costs.     The  plan  gets  its  initial  tryout  in  the  current  lov/a  experiment, 
where  installed  costs  will  be  slashed  by  25  to  Ji^fo  in  enci  effort  to  prove 
that  the  resulting  volume  will  more  than  make  up  for  the  lower  margins. 
Household  equipment  will  get  the  b^olk  of  sales  effort,  SEA  will  bo 
prominently  in  the  picture  but  there  is  no  disposition  to  short-circuit 
the  trade;  on  the  contrary,  it  vdll  be  given  the  limelight  in  the  hope 
that,  if  the  experiment  proves  a  success,  most  of  the  prom.otion  work 
can  be  turned  over  to  private  business  when  the  plan  is  transplanted  to 
other  regions. 

Wheat  Crop  "A  fair  test  of  Government  crop  insurance  for  wheat 

Insurance  farmers  will  be  made  this  year,  despite  the  reluctance 

expressed  by  many  growers  to  pay  the  premiums  asked," 
says  an  editorial  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  (March  11).  "The 
Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  reports  that  almost  300»000  applica- 
tions h8.d  been  received  from  farmers  by  March  1,  approximately  one- third 
of  which  were  from  the  spring  wheat,  belt, ..More  than  120,000  farmers  have 
already  turned  in  3»S52J»000  bushels  of  wheat  for  this  purpose.  These 
premiums  will  insujre  some  Uo, 000, 000  bushels  of  this  year's  wheat  crop.,. 
The  demand  for  ins^arance  has  been  po.rticularly  great  fromi  areas  where 
adverse  grov/ing  conditions  caused  crop  failures  in  recent  years,  even 
though  higher  premium,  is  required  in  such  cases.    An  exceptionally  large 
number  of  farmers  in  North  Dakota,  for  example,  have  applied  for  insur- 
ance, reflecting  their  adverse  experiences  with  repeated  crop  failures 
in  recent  years.    The  success  of  wheat  crop  insurance,  like  that  of  any 
other  ins-orance  plan,  depends  upon  including  a  sufficiently  large  number 
of  risks  of  a  diversified  character  to  hold  down  average  losses  to  an 
amount  that  will  be  covered  by  the  premi^oms  received.     The  large  niimber 
of  applications  received  by  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  from 
all  over  the  whea,t  belt  indicates  that  this  requirement  will  be  met  in 
^S39>  although  rather  more  than  a  proportionate  number  of  applications 
for  insurance  have  come  from  the  Northv/est," 
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Photography  "Recent  developments  in  photography,  including 

in  Education      natural  color  film,  photoflood  and  photoflash  "bulhs,  fast 

films  and  lenses  and  exposure  meters,  com'bined  with  cor- 
responding developments  in  simplifying  and  perfecting  projection  equip- 
ment, provide  the  greatest  vehicle  for  effective  agricultural  education 
since  the  invention  of  the  printing  press,"  says  Lester  H,  Hartwig, 
assistant  agricultural  editor,  Pennsylvania  State  College,  in  Agricultural 
Leaders'  Digest  (March),     "That  is  the  claim  of  G-eorgo  Johnson, 
specialist  in  visual  instruction  for  the  Agricultural  Extension  Division 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  College, , .The  use  of  extremely  fast  film  for 
poorly  lighted  indoor  subjects,  and  the  astonishing  results  with  natural 
color  film  for  outdoor  subjects,  has  broadened  the  scope  and  increased 
the  effectiveness  of  photography  in  visual  instruction  many  fold.  Much 
of  the  photographic  work  for  agricultural  extension  teaching  is  now 
being  done  in  natural  color,  both  for  motion  pictures  and  lantern  slides. 
Entire  new  fields  of  teaching  have  been  opened  by  this  development  in 
color  reproduction.    Recent  improvements  have  made  it  possible  to  dupli- 
cate color  film. . .Slides  and  movies  arc  not  the  only  forms  of  visual 
education  used  by  agricultural  extension  workers.     Tinted  enlargements 
have  been  found  very  valuable,  especially  for  teaching  about  soil 
erosion  and  its  control.     Soil  erosion  subjects  frequently  lack  suffi- 
cient contrast  to  make  good  black  and  white  paper  prints  or  lantern 
slides.     By  tinting  paper  enlargements  a  more  natural  effect  is  obtained. 
Pew  places  offer  greater  possibilities  for  picture  taking  than  the 
farm, . . " 

Shutters  for  "One  of  the  most  important  new  trantor  developments 

Tractors  •  revealed  at  the  Western  Tractor  Show  recently  was  the 

large  number  of  tractors  now  being  equipped  with  metal 
radiator  shutters,"  says  Implement  &  Tractor  (March  U;/'This  new  equip- 
ment has  been  widely  adopted  by  manufacturers  because  it  affords  complete 
control  of  engine  tempera.tures  for  maximum  operating  efficiency,  regard- 
less of  the  fuel  used  or  the  time  of  the  year.     The  new  shutters  replace 
the  time-honored  canvos  c^artain  which  was  used  so  long  as  nothing  better 
was  available,  but  which  could  be  operated  only  by  the  driver  leaving 
his  seat  and  walking  around  to  the  front  of  the  tractor.    The  replace- 
ment of  the  curtains  by  metal  shutters  comes  as  the  inevitable  result 
of  tests  under  all  conditions  of  weather  and  with  all  types  of  fuels  from 
regular  gasoline  down  to  the  heavy  distillates.    Among  the  advantages  cf 
the  new  metal  shutters  are  substantial  savings  in  the  fuel  bills  of 
tractor  owners.    Through  the  more  complete  control  of  engine  tempera- 
tures, more  efficient  combustion  is  made  possible.    More  power  is  ob- 
tained from  a  given  amount  of  fuel,  and  the  noro  complete  combustion 
eliminates  the  principal  source  of  oil  dilution  in  the  crankcase. . . " 
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Senate,  Agreed  to  the  additional  conference  report  on  H.H.  2o63, 

Ma.r.  13  First  Deficiency  Ajroro}priation  Bill  for  1939.     "j^his  Dill, 

■  yjhich  V7ill  nov/  be  sent  to-  the  President,   conta-ins  the  fol- 
loi^ing  items  for  this  Department:  Forest  Service,  national  forest  pro- 
tection and  management  (^nite  Moiintain  National  Forest)  $500,000;  Nev/ ^  ■  -  r 
2]ngland  hurricane  dair^age ,  $5,000,000  (to  be  matched  by  states );' Fntom-o logy 
and  Plant  Qij£irant  ine ,   control  of  insect  pests  and  -olant  diseases,  $35  000,- 
000. 

Agreed  to  the  additional  conference  report  on-  H.R.  37^3 »  Independent 
Offices  Appropri action  Bill  for  19^0,  v/hich  will  now  be  sent  to  the  Presi- 
dent, 

Passed  H.R.  kziE,  Legislative  Appropriation  Bill  for  19^0, 
The  Committee  on  ApproT)riations  rer)orted  with  amendments  H.R,  UU92, 
Treasur^^-post  Office  Appropriation  Bill  for  19^0.     I'lr,  O'MaJioney  submitted 
an  amendment  which  he  intends  to  propose  to  this  bill,  denying  the  frank- 
ing privilege  to  government  ;mblications  the  sending  of  which  has  not  been 
req-aested  and  is  not  required  by  law. 

The  following  bills  were  reported  without  amenojnent  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Agriculture  and  Forestry:   S,  1303  (Smith  bill)  to  -Ginend  the  Agri- 
c^oltural  Adjustment  Act  of  193^  with  respect  to  cotton  (S.Hept.  I6U) ; 
S.  69,   relating  to  the  apportionment  of  sha.res  of  the  sugar  crop  for  1939 
and  I9U0  (S.Hept.  I61);  K  1209,  to  extend  the  time  for  retirement  of 
cotton  pool  participation  trust  certificates  (S.Pwept.  I65). 

House,  The  Committee  on  Agriculture  reported  the  follo7\dng 

Mar.  13  bills  vdthout  amendment:  PI.R.  3^01,  to  extend  the  time 

for  retirement  of  cotton  pool  participation  trust  certifi- 
cates (l-I,Hrpt.  196);  H.P.   237S»        prohibit  exportation  of  tobacco  seed 
and  plants,  exce:^t  for  experimental  pm-poses  (H.Rept,  197);  H,R.  3955, 
to  amend  section  335  (^-)  '^^  ^'^'-^  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of  193^ 
(marketing  quota.s  for  v/heat)  (H.Rept.  200);  PI,R.  57?  ^''^  provide  for  use 
of  net  weights  in  traaisactions  in  cotton;  to  provide  for  standardization 
of  bale  covering  for  cotton  (li.Rept.  201 ). 

(prepa^red  by  Office  of  Budget  ajid  Finance.  ) 

Civil  Service  The  Civil  Service  Comissioii  anno^j^ices  the  following 

Examinations      exair. inactions:  ITo,  32,  unassembled,  principal  consultant 

in  child  labor,  $5600;   senior  consultant  in  child  labor, 
$U600;   consultant  in  child  labor,   $3S00;  associate  consulta.nt  in  child 
labor,   $3200;  assistant  consultant  in  child  labor,  $2600;   optional  sub- 
jects—-1,   child  labor  a^dmini  strati  on,  2,   statistical    research,  re- 
sea.rch  in  emplo;}Tnent  problems  of  minors;  Children's  Bureau,  Department 
of  Labor,     Applications  must  be  on  file  not  later  than  the  following  dates: 
(d)  A;;;ril  10,  if  received  from  states  other  than  those  in  b;   (b)  A'_aul 
13,   if  received  from  the  follov.ang  states:  Arizona,  California,  Colorado, 
Idaho,  i.Iontana,  llevada,  iJevr  Mexico,  Oregon,  Utah,  Wa-shingt on,  Wyoming, 


PAILY  DIGEST  

'epared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U»  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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?OEEIG-iI  TRADE  Further  expansion  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 

EZPAl'SIOIT  States  -jjider  the  merchant  marine  act  v;as  predicted  7ester- 

(iay  "by  Ivlarshall  L.  "tVilcox,  director  of  o-^erations  and 
traffic,  U,  S.  Maritime  Commission.    He  declared:   "Tliere  are  still  several 
foreign  trades  served  oy  American  ships,   or  ^.vl:ich  ought  to  be  served  oy 
America:'!  sliips,  which  have  not  "been  included  in  the  constr^o.ct ion  and  slIO- 
sidy  prograr", . . T7e  hope  "before  long  we  will  "be  ahle  to  have  an  all-inclusive 
program  for  constructing  vessels  and  suosidizing  their  operation  in  all 
important  trade  routes  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  position  of 
the  United  States  in  foreign  trade. 

Hjalmar  J.  Crocoi:)e,  newly  appointed  Finnish  Ministeo*  to  the  United 
States,  yesterday  praised  the  results  of  the  reciprocal  trade  agreement 
negotiated  hetween  Finland  and  the  United  States  in  193c,  poir.ting  to  what 
he  termed  a  renarkaole  upward  trend  in  commerce  between  the  tvo  countries. 
Sales  to  Finland  "oy  the  United  Sta.tes,  he  said,  had  increased  by  nearly 
50  percent  and  Finnish  exports  to  this  country  by  1^  to  IS  percent,  with 
further  expansion  possible.     (Few  York  Times.) 


SUG-AR  QUOTAS  Secretary  of  Agriculture  TJallace  aiinounced  yesterday 

BFDUCSD  a  dovrnward  revision  of  sugar  marketing  and  import  quotas 

for  1939  from  6,S32,157  to  6,755,336  short  tons.  Revised 
quotas  for  domestic  and  foreign  iDroducing  areas  entitled  to  sell  s^ogar  in 
American  m.arkets  v/ill  be  announced  in  a  few  days.  The  original  quota  has 
been  described  in  production  and  m.arketing  circles  as  "excessive"  -and  has 
been  held  responsible '  for  the  sharp  slump  in  raw  sugar  i^rices.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Agricultui'e  said  f^orther  revisions  migiit  be  made  should  they  be 
deemed  necessary  by  r.Ir.  Wallace.  Marketing  authorities  said  reduction  of 
quotas  should-  'nave  a  bolstering  effect  on  prices.     (A,?.  ) 

SCEITTSD  Tlie  development  of  a  definitely  sweet-smelling  gladi- 

G-LADIOLUS  olus ,  "praised  as  "one  of  the  outstanding  achievements  of 

horticulture  of  the  past  decad.e,"  was  announced  yesterday 
at  the  tv:enty-sixth  annual  International  Flower  Show  in  ITew  York  City. 
Several  species  of  tlie  scented  flower  were  sho\7n.  Tiie  scented  gladiolus 
was  develoi^ed  at  the  Bo^^ce  Thom^pson  Institute  ujider  the  supervision  of 
Dr.  Forman  T,  IvIcLean,  plant  iDhysiologist  at  the  institute.  The  research 
has  no\7  reached  the  stage,  Dr.  McLean  said,  ^-hiere  gladioluses  may  be  ob- 
tained in  four  scents,     (iTaw  York  Times,) 
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High  Grade  "A  program  that,  if  adopted  by  ITew  York  farmers, 

Fertilizers        shouid  result  in  a  saving  of  at  least  ten  percent  in  the 

fertilizer  bill  for  1939         "been  developed  "by  the  state 
college  of  agricultui^e  and  the  fertilizer  industry,"  says  E.  L,  Worthen, 
New  York  extension  specialist  in  agronomy, in  Agricultural  Leaders* 
Digest  (March),   "To  "be  successful,  the  cooperation  of  farmers  is  needed. 
The  plan  is  to  enable  manufacturers  to  supply  plant-food  to  growers  at 
a  lower  ^anit  cost.    Eleven  different  fertilizer  ratios  and  double  that 
number  of  suggested  analyses  are  approved  by  the  collegers  agronomy  de- 
partment.    The  list  supplies  all  ratios  of  plant-food  needed  v;here  mixed 
fertilizers  should  be  used  in  the  state.     It  strives  to  do  away  with  the 
more  costly  grades  that  some  farmers  insist  upon  and  which  industry  is 
obliged  to  supTDly.  The  industry  has  agreed  to  recommend  the  approved 
analyses.     The  listed  analyses  contain  at  least  20?^  of  plant-food,  of 
which  at  least  8^  is  nitrogen  or  potash,  or  both  combined.     Those  listed 
as  preferred  by  the  agriculti\ral  workers  contain  on  the  average  about 
30^0,     The  higher  concentration  is  recommended  because  it  offers  addi- 
tional savings." 

Pest  Control  The  Farm  Journal  (April)  in  an  item  on  pest  control,  4 

Machinery  reports  progress  in  spraying  and  dusting  equipment, 

"Some  of  the  sleek  spray  rigs  of  today  develop  800  pounds 
pressure,"  it  says.     "They  arc  equipped  with  towers  for  orchardists, 
are  powered  with  new,  high-speed  gasoline  engines.  They  roll  easily  on 
rubber  tires,  even  through  mud.    They  work  2k  hours  a  day  when  necessary, 
because  night  lights  provide  candle  power ...  Stationary  spray  rigs  have  also 
been  coming  into  their  own.     Located  on  high  and  dry  ground  they  can 
pump  mixed  sprays  across  boggy  spring  mud  via  underground  pipes  to  out- 
lets where  spra^men  can  quickly  hook  on  noses.     On  the  Pacific  Coast, 
orchardists  have  given  stilts  to  their  spraymen — collapsible  spray 
towers  30  feet  or  more  high,  which  can  be  q-oickly  raised  and  lowered 
hydraulically  by  pressure  of  the  spray  material, . .University  of  Cali- 
fornia engineers  have  developed  a  nev/  fivShtail  duster  (mounted  on  a 
truck)  that  applies  the  dust  underneath  as  well  as  on  the  outer  foliage. 
The  fans  whirl  at  1,200  R.P.M, ,  discharge  10,000  cubic  feet  of  air  per 
minute  at  65  miles  per  hour.     Built  in  single -and  double-row  machines, 
they  cover  over  100  acres  in  a  2U-hour  day.    A  machine  using  air  instead 
of  water, called  a  vapoduster,  emits  at  125  miles  per  ho^ar  a  veritable  - 
dust  storm  of  finely  divided  spray  liquid.     In  the  still  of  the  night 
air  it  can  do  a  lot  of  spraying  in  a  hurry,  sending  out  a  vapor-fog  on 
both  sides  of  the  machine.     Going  a  step  further  in  Vcapor  spraying, 
agricultural  engineers  have  turned  to  steam  for  applying  fungicides  and 
insecticides  to  crops.     The  method  looks  promising,  particularly  for 
fungicides.     Tests  indicate  that  these  'steamers*  take  only  about  ono- 
third  as  much  water  and  fungicide  for  adequate  coverage  as  standard 
spray  equipment." 
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Radio  for  The  Federal  Corarxmi  cat  ions  Coirjuission  has  allocated 

forestry  three  ne'.v  frequencies  in  the  2,CC0  to  3»^CC  kilocycle  "band 

(2212,  2236,  .224^)  for  exclusive  use  in  forestry  service 
in  preventing  a:id  comoating  forest  fires.     xhis  "band  is  already  shared  hy 
police,  government,   ship,  coastal  harhor,  aviation  and  relay  croadcasting 
stations.     Previously,  ten  ultrahigli  frequencies,  in  tlie  30,000  to  UC, COG 
hand,  had  oeer.  estaolished  for  forestry  use  and  the  nedi-om  hand  frequency 
of  2,726  kilocycles  available  for  emergency  service,  was  also  made  availao 
to  forestry  protective  agencies.     The  ultraJiigli  frequencies  v^ere  set  up 
for  purposes  of  local  commi^nication  and  the  medium  frequency  '.'^as  for  use 
in  emergencies  in  ordering  supplies  and  fire-fighting  equipment.     The  new 
freqLiencies  are  available  to  anyone  having  a  legal  responsioility  for  the 
protection  of  a  forest,      (journal  of  Forestry,  Llarcli, ) 

Research  American  City  (March)  reports  that  ten  new  agencies 

Agencies  for  research  in  government — five  of  them  state,  four 

municipal  and  one  regional — were  established  in  193^, 
according  to  the  G-overnment  Research  Association,     Of  the  state  agencies, 
two  \Yere  set  up  in  connection  with  universities — the  Biireau  of  Public  Ad- 
ministration of  the  University  of  Alabama  a;id  the  Institute  of  Local  and 
State  G-overnments  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.     Two  others  estab- 
lished v/ere  legislative  councils,  in  Connecticut  and  Illinois.     The  re- 
gional governmental  research  agency  is  the  Horth-.Yest  Regional  Council, 
serving  the  states  of  Idaho,  Montana,  Oregon  and  lYashington.  Localities 
with  new  research  agencies  include  Hartford,  Connecticut,  ITewark,  New 
Jersey,  Peoria,  Illinois,  Atlanta,  Georgia.     A  unique  plan  to  band  to- 
getl'ier  public  administration  research  agencies  within  a  single  state  was 
put  into  effect  during  the  year  in  Virginia,  wiiere  a  Council  on  Public 
Administration  was  establislaed.     One  cliief  -roa-pose  is  to  bring  the  re- 
search resources  of  all  the  uiiiversities  aiid  colleges  in  the  state  to 
bear  upon  problem.s  of  state  and  local  government. 

"Dairy  World  All  phases  of  scientific  dairy  msiiagement ,  from 

of  Tomorrow"      animal  care  to  city  plant  operations,  will  be  demonstrated 

at  the  Hew  York  vVorld's  Fair,  kriomi  as  the  "Dairy  World  of 
Tomorrow.  "    Displa.y  of  the  finest  selection  of  purebred  dairy  cattle  is 
made  possible  through  participation  of  the  breed  associations,  represent- 
ing Jersey,  Guernsey,  ?Iolstein-Frie sian,  Bro^^n.  Sv/iss  and  Ayrshire,  Plans 
have  been  made  for  talcing  I50  of  the  finest  dairy  cattle  of  IJorth  America 
to  the  fair.     Tliere  will  be  an    electrically  oporatQ^.  rotolactor,  or  re- 
volving platform,  35  feet  in  diameter,  housed  in  a  pavilion,  twin  pc^jrallel 
bo.rns  connected  with  the  rotolactor  chamber  by  glass-walled  runways  throug 
which  spectators  may  view  the  dairy  cattle.     Prom  the  rotolactor  the  milk 
will  be  piped  througli  stainless  steel  to  the  processing  room;  here,  in 
view  of  the  s;oectators,   it  v.dll  be  pasteurized,   irradiated,  bottled  and 
ca.pped.     (Creamery  Journal,  March.) 
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Bindweed  Business  .We el^-  (March  ll)  reports  that  "agricultural 

Control.  departments  of  every  western  ^tg^je  are  now  engaged  in  in- 

tensive car.'ipaign.s  to  check  they  weed  pest  that  has  already 
taken  a  heavy  toll  from  Ian dov-na ers, ,  .-Most  _of  the  farm  implement  manu- 
facturers have  recently  brought  out  special  cultivators  with  duck-foot 
shares  designed  to  cut  hindv^reed  roots  off  just  Delow  the  ground.  Ordin- 
ary disking  will  not.  do  the  trick..    Cultivation  m.ust  he  carried  on  every 
two  weeks  during  the  grov/ing  season  for  three  years, ,  .Fnile  some  farm 
loan  firms  will  shy  away  from  a  property  with  a  trace  of  hindweed  on  it, 
most  of  them,  including  the  IFederal  Land  Banl^  at  Wichita,  Kansas,  will 
consider  loan  applications  if  the  ov.Tier  agrees  in  writing  to  follow  con- 
trol m.easures  recommended  hy  federal-state  vjeed  lahoratories.     In  m.aking 
loans  on  infested  farms,  the  Omaha  Pederal  Land  Bank  makes  douhly  certain 
of  eradication  measures  "by  setting  aside  a  portion  of  the  loan  to  he  used 
for  that  purpose.    Practically  every  western  state  has  enacted  some  sort 
of  hind^ve.ed  control  legislation.     Considered  a  model,  the  Kansas  law  re- 
quires all,  property  owners  to  clean  their  premises  a.t  their  own  expense. 
Counties  may,  with  funds  raised,  from  special  "bindweed  levies,  furnish 
sodi-um  chlorate  to  landowners  at  half  cost.     On  the  alert  to  stop  spread 
of  noxious  v/eeds.   seed  ins-oection  departments  -of  several  states  report  a 
sharp  increase  in  the  nrtmher  of  carlots  of  seed  condemned  "because  of  "bind- 
weed contamination,"- 

Senate,  .   Passed  H,H.  UU92,  Treasury-Post  Office  Appropriation 

Mar, lU  Bill  for  19^0,     The  following  amendments  were  agreed  to: 

hy  L.ir.  O'Mahon.ey,  denying  the  franking  privilege  to  govern- 
ment puhlications  the  sending  of  v/hich  has  not  been  requested  and  is  not 
authorized  hy  law,  except  I'.sts  of  a.gricultural  bulletins  and  ;mhlic  docu" 
ments  for  sale  "by  CPO.     The  amendment  was  amended  to  except  also  publica- 
tions sent  to  "educational  institutions  or  public  libraries  or  to  federal, 
state  or  other  public  authorities;  "  by  Mr.  G-eorge,  providing  that  not 
more  than  one  half  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  purchase  of  twine  by  the 
Post  Office  Deioartment  Eiay  be  expended  for  twine  manufactured  from  foreign 
materials. 

Both  Houses  received  a  messs.ge  from  the  President  again  recommending 
an  additional  ap-iropriation  of  $150,000,000  for  relief  and.  work  relief, 
fiscal  year  1939"  (h". Doc.  205). 

'  Mr.   Smith  ins.erted  in  the  Record  a  letter  from  Secretary  Wallace  op- 
posing S.  69,  .relating  to  apportionment  of  shares  of  the  193S  and  19^0 
sugar  crop,  which  was  re/oorted  from  the  Comu'nittee  on  Agriculture  and  Forest: 
March  I3  (S.Rept.   Ibl,  p't.2). 

Adjourned  until  Thursday;",  March  I6.   _  •    '  ■. 

House,  Continued  debate  on  H^R.  Ug52,  Interior  Department 

Mar.  ih  ApioroiDriation  Bill  for  19^0.     Mr,  Rich  submitted  an  amend- 

ment to  reduce  the  apjpropriat ion  for  Division  of  Crazing, 
charging  that  there  is  duplication  in  the  work  of  this  division  and  that  of 
the  Porest  Service,  but  the  amendment  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  B3  'to  IO7. 
(Prepared  by  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance, ) 
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DEIvLAIID -PRICE  A  r.  omewhat  greater  than  seasonal  rise  in  ousiness  ac- 

SITUATIOIT  tivity,   the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econor.iics  said  vesterday, 

nay  oe  ex-pected  this  spring  and  sunr-ier.     In  its  ctu-rent 
demand  a.nd  price  sitmtion  report,   the  D"'JTeau  said  an  anticipated  fuj^ther 
increase  in  Duildin;';;  one-rations  and  some  additional  incres.se  in  govern- 
ment e:':penditm''es  should  f"nrnish  the  stimulus  for  the  upturn.     It  added, 
however,   tiir/G  it  seamed  "milihely  tliat  tli-i^re  would  he  any  marked  increase 
in  the  totrJ  voharne  of  indusfcrio-1  production.     "The  critical  time  v;ill 
come,"  the  report  said,   "-.hen  tne  im-^etus  furnished  cy  these  factors  is 
reduced.  "    'The  hureaii  said  failure  of  private  capital  to  increase  its  in- 
vestment might  lead  to  another  recession  in  the  latter  part  of  this  year 
or  tj.e  first  part  of  VjKo.     "Cxi  the  other  hand,   if  private  expenditures 
for  producers*  or  c:'n;ital  £;oods  gradually  increase,  the  rjiticipated  spring 
and  suraraar  rise  could  he  th®  forer^onner  of  a  period  of  gradiial  hn-)rovement 
extending  into  l^ko  at  least."  (A.P.). 


EAE.I  MORTG-AGE  Eifty-two  Senators  signed  yesterda3'        sponsors  a 

BILL  SPOlISOiGD      oill  [ore sent ed  oy  Senator  Lee  authorizing  the  govern- 
ment to  insure  farm  mortgages  up  to  a  maximum  of  $1,000,- 
000,000.     Tjie  mortgage-insurcuice  proposal,  -.vhich  Senator  Lee  said  also 
h.ad  the  endorsement  of  President  Roosevelt,  would  enahle  tenant  farmers, 
nov  opero.ting  ^3  percent  of  all  farms,  to  "bu"*  I'uid  without  down  payment 
and  to  rex^ay  loans  over  periods  of  tv/enty— five  to  forty  years  with  in- 
terest at  3  percent.     (iTevj  York  Times.) 


I.'EEICAL  Closer  regu-lation  and  control  of  medical  patents,  a 

PATEhTS  question  involving  miil lions  in  money  and  touching  the 

problem  of  praolic  health,  v;-as  the  siibject  of  a  conference 
of  delegates  from  200  ijiiiver sit ie s ,  hospitals  and  Icaborator ie s  at  tr^e 
American  hedical  Association  yesterday,   says  a  Chicago  report  in  the  Hew 
York  Tim.es.     One  great  national  oody  which  would  integrate  the  regional 
and  group  controls  of  patented  medical  products,  putting  themi  to  work 
in  greater  measure  for  the  nuhlic  welfare,  was  suggested  oy  Dr.  Earl  S. 
Johnson,   of  the  University  of  Chicago.      E.  Lorne  Hutchison,   of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto,   stated  tho.t  the  United  States  was  tiie  only  great  coun- 
try tiiat  had  no  single  regulation  of  patents  on  foods  r\nd  di^^ngs.  Here 
they  are  controlled  oy  special  groups  such  as  universities,  research 
councils,  dr^ag  houses,   the  government  and  f oundo.t ions. 
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Manure  For  livestock  and  dairy  farmers,  a  new  piece  of 

Spreader  equipment  is  the  tractor-drawn  manure  spreader  (-steel  or 

rubber-tired).     These  spreaders  are  driven  from  the  rear 
wheels  (not  by  tractor  power  take-off).    The  front  of  the  spreader  is 
supported  by  the  tractor.    The  two-whoel  spreader  is  more  easily  handled 
when  backing,  or  on  short  turns.    The  spreading  m.echanism  can  be  started 
or  stopped  fron  the  tractor  seat.    Tractor  can  be  unhitched  by  pulling 
out  the  coupling  pin,  and  without  lifting  the  front  end  of  the  spreader. 
(Farm  Journal,  April.) 

School  of  The  Farmer  (St.  Paul,  March  11)  contains  an  item  on 

Agriculture       the  School  of  Agriculture  at  the  University  of  Minnesota 

Farm,     This  school  was  established  in  1888,  and  "is  a 
unique  educational  institution,  being  neither  a  high  school  nor  a  college, 
but  a  folk  school  training  in  the  most  practical  business  of  agriculture 
and  homem.-iking, .  .Today  the  school  is  the  largest  of  its  kind,  and  many 
similar  institutions  throughout  this  and  foreign  co^antries  have  been 
pa^tternod  after  it,,,Tho  greatest  contribution  of  the  school  has  been 
to  train  young  men  and  women  for  places  on  the  farm.     Nearly  all  of  the 
students  who  have  attended  have  returned  to  their  farm  homes  to  make 
farming  a  life-work.     Some  have  entered  occupations  closely  affiliated 
with  agricult-uTG  or  have  gone  on  to  take  advanced  work  in  technical 
phases,  but  all  learned  to  be  good  farmers  or  homemakcrs ,  prepared  to 
be  leaders  as  well  as  intelligent  cooperators« . . " 

Conservation  Realizing  that  the  pri^per  distribution  of  stock 

of  Range  watering  places  over  the  range  goes  hand  in  hand  with 

grass  conservation,  ranchers  of  South  Dakota  and  Nebraska 
constructed  8,2^6  dam.s,  wells,  or  springs,  under  the  Agricultural  Con- 
servation Range  Program  of  1937         1932*    -^^  a  result  of  these  addi- 
tional stock  watering  places  properly  distributed  throughout  the  range 
area,  of  the  two  states,  ranchers  cooperating  in  the  program  were  able 
to  let  10,000,000  acres  of  grassland  naturally  resocd  itself  by  with- 
holding such  land  from  grazing  during  the  growing  and  seeding  season. 
An  additional  3»172  acres  of  range  la?id  were  artificially  seeded  to 
grass  under  the  193^  ^'rogram,    Ap-oroximately  U,500  acres  of  trees  v/ere 
planted  around  or  near  these  stock  watering  places  in  order  to  provide 
protection  for  livestock,     (The  Dakota  Farmer,  March  11,) 

Articles  in  Two  articles  in  the  Survey  Midmonthly  (March)  are  of 

the  Siirvey         interest  to  Department  people.    The  first,  "The  Federal 

Bread  Line"  by  G-ertrude  Springer,  describes  the  work  of 
the  Federal  Surplus  Commodities  Corporation.  The  second,  "Medicine 
Follows  the  Crops"  by  Rosamond  C.  Timm''^ns,  Agricultural  Workers  Health 
and  Medical  Ass')ciati^n,  and  Clarence  J,  C-lacken,  Works  Progress  Admini- 
stration, tells  of  medical  aid  for  migrant  farm  workers  in  California, 
under  the  Farm  Security  Administration  and  the  (California)  Health  and 
Medical  Association. 
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3o-op  Stock  L.  B.  Mann,  Parm  Credit  Adminiatrotion,  in  Nev/s  for 

Marketing  Parmer  Cooperatives  (March)  y/ritos  on  "What's  Ahead  in 

Co-op  Livestock  Marketing,"     "3y  concentrating  volime 
through  efficient  and  well-informed  cooperative  marketing  associations," 
he  says  in  part,  "producers  can  reduce  some  of  the  competing  selling 
outlets,  cut  costs  of  marketing,  and  at  the  sa,mc  time  improve  materially 
their  "bargaining  position.     Cooperatives  need  to  improve  thoir  selling 
technique  if  they  are  to  attract  and  hold  the  producers'  "business.  They 
should  encourage  in  every  v/ay  the  selling  and  "buying  of  "both  livestock 
and  meats  on  a  standa-rdized  graded  "basis.    They  should  adopt  new  and 
improved  methods  of  operation  rather  than  imitate  and  duplicate  old  and 
out-of-date  custom.s  followed  hy  the  trade.     Salesmen  need  to  "be  more 
accurately  informed  as  to  cut-out  values  in  order  that  they  sell  live- 
stock on  the  hoof  in  line  with  what  packers  are  getting  for  the  finished, 
product.     By  selling  livestock  on  a  graded  "basis  rather  than  on  a  'mine- 
run'  basis,  cooperatives  can  do  much  to  encoiu-ago  the  production  of 
"better-quality  livestock.     Such  a  system  should  make  it  possible  to  keep 
markets,  both  central  and  local,  more  closely;'  in  line.     It  should  reduce 
some  of  the  uncertainty  and  lack  of  knowledge  ^'n  the  part  of  the  pro- 
ducer and  minimize  the  chances  for  ms.nipulation  of  prices  at  country 
points.     This  system  will  go  a  long  way  tov:ard  enabling  cooperatives  to 
sell  graded  livest^^ck  by  wire  or  telephone  rather  tho-n  have  it  all 
physically  concentrated  at  central  markets  where  it  is  sold  on  an 
individus.1  and  a  personally  inspected  basis*  V 

Canned  Pea  A  loan  of  $7,500,00":-  to  the  Canned  Pea  Marketing 

Stabilization    Cooperative  for  the  purpose  of  stabilizing  the  canned 

pea  market  has  been  approved  by  the  Rccnstruction 
Pinance  Corporation,     Negotiations  for  the  loan  v/erc  made  by  the  Canned 
Pea  Marketing  Qooperative,  a  nationwide  organization  of  pea  canners,  in 
cooperation  with  William  Kirsch  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Pepartm.ent  of 
Agriculture  and  Markets,     This  year  the  nation's  pea  canning  inr'^ustry  is 
faced  with  a  surplus  of  ^^000, 000  cases  wJicreas  the  normal  annual  carry- 
over amounts  to  but  U, 000, 000  cases.     The  EPC  loan  will  permit  holding 
the  excess  5 > 000, 000  cases  off  the  markets.     The  loan  was  approved  by 
the  EPC  on  the  condition  that  the  cooperative  f\n*nish  a  collateral  re- 
serve' equal  to  10  percent  of  disbursals  as  made  and  that  collateral  be 
furnished  to  the  extent  of  I5  percent  of  the  loan.     It  will  be  made  at 
market  values  of  canned  peas,     (Wisconsin  Agriculturist,  March  11.) 

Dairy  Putting  hay  crops  into  the  silo  instee^d  of  the  haymow 

Barns  is  bringing  about  a  change  in  dairy  barn  design.     The  new 

order  of  things  makes  it  possible  to  do  away  with  the  haymov/, 
keeiD  the  dairy  barn  dovm  to  one  story,   lessen  fire  danger.     Already  some 
of  the  dairy  equipment  firms  are  selling  all-metal  dairy  barns.  (Parm 
J ournal,  April. ) 
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House,  Continued  delDate  on  H.R.  ^S52,   In'^erior  Department  Ap- 

Mar.  15  prop ri at ion  Bill  for  19^0. 

The  Senate  ims  not  in  session. 
(Prepared  "by  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance.  ) 

HulD'oer-Tired  "The  application  of  pneumatic  tires  to  tractors  and 

Farm  Wagon       '  more  recently  to  a  number  of  field  machines,  has  demon- 
strated "beyond  douht  a  greater  efficiency,  as  related  to 
rolling  resistance,  than  is  possible  with  the  steel  v/heel,  "  says  E,  C. 
Sauve,  Michigan  State  College,   in  Agricultural  Leaders'  Digest  (March). 
"This  fact  v/as  "brought  in  tests  conducted  on, a  power  sprayer.     The  sprayer 
when  loaded  v/ith  liquid  weighed  6,055  '"jounds.     The  draw  "bar  pull  required 
to  move  this  loaded  sprayer,  equipped  with  steel  wheels  and  having  an  over- 
all diameter  of  5^  inches  and  a  rim  width  of  5  inches,  vjas  1,210  -.oomids 
v/hen  operating  in  loose  sandy  soil,  ■  When  ipnei^jnatic  tires  were  su"bstituted, 
measuring  only  31  inches  in  diameter,     the  draw  har  xmll  decreased  to  730 
pounds  in  the  saine  sandy  soil.  '  The  sarae  equipment  tested  on  alfalfa  sod 
also  favors  the  pnenm.atic  tires  in  about  the  same  proportion.     Many  farmers 
in  Michigan  are  converting  their  farm  vragons  and  other  farm  machines  to 
the  m.ore  efficient  pneurn8.tic- tired  wheels..." 

Georgia  Pine  "Hundreds  of  acres  in  north  G-eorgia  co^jjities  have  been 

for  newsprint     set  with  short-leaf  pine,  v/hich  will  be  used  for  nev/sprint 

in  the  future  Y;hen  paper  m.ills  are  established  in  the  South, 
reports  M.  3.  Peters  in  the  Chattanooga  Times  (March  6).     "The  program 
under  which  these  trees  are  being  set  is  not,  however,  one  which  looks 
primarily  to  production  of  pulpwood.     The  plan,  v/iiich  includes  setting  out 
millions  of  trees,   short-leaf  pine  and  black  locust,  is  for  protection  of 
the  soil.     Through  the  G-eorgia  Extension  Service,  count y_  agent s ,  Tennes- 
see Valley  Authority  and  farmers,  thousands  of  acres  of  wornout  and  eroded 
soil  are  being  removed  from  cultivation  and  ref orested, , .  " 

1932  Parm  The  volume  of  production  of  agriculturaJ  products 

Production         for  sale  and  for  home  consumption  in  193^  ^^sis  nearly  5 

percent  less  than _  the  record  output  of  1937  "but  v.'-as  U  per- 
cent higher  than  the  average  for  the- yea.rs  I92U  to  1929,  reports  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,     Crop  production  in  193^  ^'^^^  13  percent 
lower  than  in  1937  ^11^  ^'^^^  101  percent  of  the  192^-29  average,  com.pared 
with  1X6  percent  last  year.     The  output  of  grains  in  19 3^  was  ^T.bove  the 
192^-29  a.verage  for  the  first  year  since  I92S,  and  the  output  of  truck 
crops  advanced  to  a  new  high  record  of  I30  percent  of  the  1924-29  aver- 
age.    The  output  of  most  other  crops  vins  lov;er  than  in  1937  >  "'-■'ith  the 
greatest  decline  occurring  in  the  -oroduction  of  cotton  and  cottonseed. 
The  output  of  livestock  and  livestoclc  products  in  193^  ^'^as  h  percent 
larger  than  in  1937 >  with  increases  in  production  of  meat  animals  and 
dairy  products  more  than  offsetting  the  decline  in  poultry  production. 
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COTTON  A  $75»000,000  export  subsidy  pro^rain  to  move  the  gov- 

SU3PLUS  ernment '  s  huge  surplus  cotton  stores  v.^as  reported  under 

AAA  study  after  the  President  turned  thumhs  dor.Ti  on  the 
Smith  cotton  hill  to  suhsidize  directly  domestic  cotton  grov^ers,   says  a 
report  in  the  Washington  Post,     The  President  told  reporters  the  adminis- 
tration is  t ry ing  t o  me e t  the  acut e  sur^^ lus  cotton  si tuat i on  wi t hout  h ank- 
ru^Dting  the  Treasury,  and  said  the  Treasury  has  opposed  the  Smith  hill  he-, 
cause  it  v/ould  cost  too  much  money.     Secretary  Wallace  and  a  group  of  re- 
gional directors  of  the  AAA  conferred  at  the  Wnlte  HoUse  on  v.hat  the  Presi- 
dent called  a  serious  sitiiatio.i  presented  hy  the  large  cotton  carryover. 
They  are  reported  to  have  discussed  a  plan  under  which  the  government  would 
acquire  title  to  its  11 , 000, CC J-hale  stock  of  loan  cotton  and  foster  sales 
through  licensed  exporters  and  dealers  ahro.ad  and  at  home.     The  President 
said  the  loan  cotton  would  eventually  he  sold  and  not  dumped  or  hurned. 


WINTER  "The  winter  v;heat  crop  has  come  through  the  period  of 

WHEAT  severe  weather  in  relatively  good  shape,  if  early  reports 

to  state  agents  of  the  new  Pederal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation 
are  an  indication,"  reports  John  M.  Collins  in  a,  Kansas  City  report  to  the 
New  York  Times.     "So  far  no  claims  of  comi^lete  loss  have  heen  made  to  any 
of  the  state  offices  of  the  corporation.     Lav.'rence  ITorton,   suioervisor  in 
Kansas,   said  he  had  received  ariroximat  ely  sixty  ap-:)li  cat  ions  for  reimhursem^ 
for  part  loss,   out  that  paynent  on  these  claims  v'ould  he  held  in  aheyance 
until  after  harvest,  when  a  check  could  he  made  on  total  yield  on  the  in- 
sured field, , .Missouri  leads  the  nation  in  the  numher  of  policies  in  force, 
while  Kajisas  is  far  out  in  front  in  the  total  of  acreage  covered  oy  the 
insurance, . .Por  the  nation  as  a  whole,  Leroy  K,  Smith,  manager  of  the  PCIC, 
says  policies  already  issued  covering  the  193  9  crop  g-oarantee  production 
of  more  than  Uo,  000,000  hushels  in  1,200  co'onties  of  30  states,,," 


PATEITT  The  United  States  patent  system  is  to  "be  revised  im- 

SYSTEM  mediately  "to  keep  this  coi;ntry  inventively  ahead  of  the 

economic  and  militar~"  s"''stems  of  the  totalitarian  powers," 
according  to  an  Associated  Press  report  from  llev/  York.     The  council,  made 
up  of  prominent  inventors,   indiistrialist s,  judges,   lawyers  and  lahor  lead'- 
ers,  was  appointed  on  a  motion  hy  Representative  William  I,   Sirovich  of 
New  York,   chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on  Patents.     Richard  Eyre,  coun- 
cil chairman,   said  the  council  would  recommend  legislation  for  revision 
of  the  -latent  law;  eliyninat ion  of  monopolistic  patent  "^iractices,  and^  the  .  . 
protection  of  patents  and  stimulation  of  American  invention  lor  military/ 
■ourposes;  and  elimi:io.t i on  of  delays,  red  tape  and  litigation  in  iiatenting, 
(A.P.).   1- 
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Senate,  Begaii  delpate  on  li.H.  U^^25,  reorganization  oill. 

Mar.  lo  Mr,  ?e;rper  submitted  an  amendment  he  intends  to  pro- 

pose to  the  AgricfJLltura.1  Aropro'oriation  Bill  for  19^0,  to 
provide  $5G,0C0  for  an  eicperiment  station  for  cassava  in  Florida. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  reported  witl'-out  a:iendment  H.J. Res, 
150,  t-^  amend  the  Joint  resolution  providing  for  United  States  participa- 
tion in  the  Third  Iriternational  Congress  for  I.iicrobiolog2'    (S.Rept.  17^). 

House,  Continued  debate  on  the  Interior  Department  Appropria- 

Mar,  lo  tion  Bill  for  19^'-C.     A:i  amendment  by  h'r,  Johnson  of  Okla- 

homa, providing  $1,070,000  for  the  reindeer  industry  in 
Alaska,  wa,s  defeated.     An  amendment  by  I*r.  Culkin,  to  decrease  from  $23, ~ 
000,000  to  $3,000,000  the  item  for  Grand  Coulee  Dam,  was  defeated. 

•Tiie  House  ComiTiittee  on  Agriculture  reported  vdthout  "  amendment  S.  13^3) 
to  repeal  section  101  (c)  (4)  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of  193^ 
(farm  acreage  allotment)  (H,Rept.  252), 

(Prepared  b3*  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance.) 

Soybean  Farmers  can  use  soybean  ^oaint  v;ith  con.fidence  and 

Paint  treat  themselves  to  three  distinct  advantages,  advises 

C,  H,  Jefferson,  agricultural  engineer  at  Michigan  State 
College,  after  a  tour  through  "^aint  factories  and  testing  laboratories. 
The  three  advantages  include  obta.ining  a  higrier  quc-'.lity  of  pa.int ,  malc:ing 
use  of  the  soybean  in  processing  so  that  the  by-T3roduct  of  so^v-bean  oil 
meal  becomes  lov/er  in  cost  for  livestock  feed,  a/nd  creation  of  a  market 
for  more  soybeans,     Jefferson  finds  that  majnuf axturers  -are  agreeing  that 
20  to  25  percent  soy  oil  makes  a  better  non-fading  paint,  chalks  instead 
of  cracking  and  cr^ecking.     The  chalking,  indica;,ting  oxidation  througliout 
instead  of  just  on  the  surface,  is  called  the  test  of  a  good  paint.  One 
of  the  modern  paants  no'"  includes  cO  percent  linseed,  30  percent  soy  oil 
and  10  percent  thinner  a.nd  dryer.     (iTisconsin  Agriculturist,  lir.rch  11.) 

Wildlife  "The  second  ITational  TTildlife  Restoration  Week,  Ivlarch 

Week  19  to  25,  is  being  observed  througliout  the  "united  Sta.tes 

by  a  lajTge  nmnber  of  local  a.nd  na,tionaJ  orga.niza.tions  con- 
corned  vjith  the  fut^are  of  na.tural  resources,"  says  an  editoria.1  in  Fur- 
Fish-uame  (April),     "Tlie  first  annual  Wildlife  Week  was  T>roclaimed  in 
193s  by  President  Roosevelt.     Anong  the  groups  participa-ting  are  U-H 
Clubs,  F^jLt^are  Farmers,  Garden  Clubs,  Audubon  Societies,  Ji:mior  Chambers 
of  Comiiierce,   sportsmen's  clubs,  Boy  Scouts,  Girl  Scouts  a.nd  Camip  Fire 
Girls.     Schools,   churches,  radio  stations  and  newspapers  give  generaJ 
recognition  to  the  cause  of  conservation  during  the  week.     Sheets  of  SO 
v.'ildlife  poster  st.amps,   including  trees,  vdldf lowers,  birds,  maji^jals  and 
fish,  are  distributed  by  the  ITational  Wildlife  Federation  in  conjunction 
with  Wildlife  Week.     'Tliese  stamps  r^re  from  paintings  by  outstanding  na-ture 
arti  st s. " 
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JnocL  Stanro  The  Administration's  foid-sta^ii:)  plan  pi'oviding  for  the 

Plan  Praised      distribT:.tion  of  suri:)lus  coiinrriodities  to  the  needj'-  throu^i 

regular  trade  channels  .v/as  said  "by  Willis,  president 

01  the  Associated  .Grocery  Manufacturers  of  Ai^ierica,  to  "f«.e£3rve  the  \7hole-- 
hearted  cooperation  of  the  industry."    rie  cited  the  facts  that  the  plan, 
if  successful,  would  enable  the  governinent  to  nateriall;/-  reduce  the  omount 
of  surolus  cormnodit ies  and  give  the  ■aiideriDrivileged  a  better  diet.  £e 
also  i^raised  the  plan  in  that  it  provides  for  the  distribution  of  surplus 
commodities  throiigh  regular  established'  tra^de  channels.     The  co;.rnodities 
that  might  be  placed  on  a  surplus  list  and  thus  be  made  available  to  the 
needy  ^ander  the  plan,  he  said,  incl\ided  eggs,  butt^^r,  oranges,  grapefmit , 
dried  beans,  -leas,  ra,isins  and  fresh  vegetabiles.     Ivir,  Willis  said  there 
was  little  possibility  tho,t  non-surplus  commodities  comT)eting  with  desig- 
na-ted  surplus  cornraodities  would  be  harmed  by  such  distribution.     (iTevr  York 
HeraJd  Tribune,  March  I6.  ) 

Lo?;  Parm  The  farmer  is  p a.y ing  a.  lov/er  averag;e  interest  rate  on 

Interest  his  farm  mortga,ge  today  thr.m  a.t  -jjiy  tine  on  record,  and  an 

average  rate  lower  than  the  long-term  interest  charge  -^a.id 
by  ajiy  magor  industrial  group,  except  the  r.ailroads  aaid  public  utilities. 
Gov.  P.  P.  Kill  if  the  P.aprm  Credit  Administration  says  the  total  farm 
mortgage  interest  bill  ha.s  drnpned  steadily  dijiring  the  pa.st  ten  ^''ea.rs, 
from  ^oS  million  dollars  in  192c  to  372  million  in  1337  approxima-tcly 
365  million  last  ye?.r,     "Tiie  ;2inual  interest  bill  if  2, 2oO, 000-odd  fa,rmers 
who  have  mortgages  on  their  plaxes  now  a.verages  about  $loO  per  mortga^ged 
farm,"  Mr.  rlill  said.     "The  n-uinber  of  dollars  the  farmer  has  to  pa.-;-  is 
not  only  sma.ller  th-in  for  a  long,  long  time,  but  a.lso  the  interest  bill 
taJves  a  smaJler  part  of  his  income."    The  avera.go  interest  ra.te  on  all 
farm  m.ortga.ges  dropped  from  aroproximately  6  ;iercent  in  1323  to  5.25  per- 
cent in  1337  ^""-^  ava.ilable  data  indica.te  ci  further  decline  during 
133s,  according  to  Kill,  vj-ho  sa.id  this  wa,s  the  lowest  level  on  record. 
"Getting  interest  ra.tes  for  a.griculturo  as  low  as  those  ava.ilable  to  other 
industrial  grou-^s  ha.s  been  one  of  the  ma.jor  obj3Ctives  of  the  Pa^ra  Credit 
Administration,  and  that  objective  has  been  reajized,  "  Governor  rlill  srad. 
"The  contraoCt  rate  of  h  percent  on  federal  land  banh  loa^is  is  the  lowest 
mortga.ge  ra.te  available  to  caiy  cla.ss  of  individual  borrowers  in  this  coun- 
try; a.nd  the  conr^ctitive  effect  of  this  rate  ha.s  helped  to  reduce  the 
mortgage  interest  bill  of  ajl  farmers  irrespective  of  the  source  from 
which  they  borrow." 

Control  "Good  nev:s  for  western  grsiin  farmers  is  the  amiounce- 

of  Weeds  ment  that  two  major  grainfield  weed  oests,  wild  musta^rd 

aiad  radish,  may  be  alm.ost  com^-^letely  controlled  by  spra^^-- 
ing  infested  fields  v;ith  a  solution  of  dilute  sulfuric  a.cid,  using  a 
s;iecially  designed  machine  ti  ap-^ly  the  spra.y,  "  says  the  Parm  JoiijrnaJ 
(April).     "Tile  limiting  factor,  Luitil  the  present  ma>,chine  wa.s  developed, 
has  been  the  corrosive  effect  of  sulfuric  acid  on  equipment.     As  high  a^s 
35  percent  kill  of  weeds  ha.s  been  s  ecured  with  this  method  in  CaJifornia. 
Some  v:ester-ii  farmers  are  converting  their  spra.y  rigs  to  meet  s-:)ecif ica,- 
tions  in  a  recent  bulletin  v/ritten  by  Ball  a„nd  Prench,  University  of  Ca-li- 
fornia,.     Cost  of  material  a.nd  a :)pli caption  rmis  aboi^t  $3  a.n  a.cre." 
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Merchant  "The  merchant  trucker  has  hecome  the  ohject  of  an  in- 

Truckers  creasing  volwie  of  state  and  municipal  laws  and  ordinances 

in  recent  yea.rs,"  says  S.  L,  Burtis,  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics,   in  the  Agricultural  Situation  (March).     "Analysis  of  these  laws 
and  regulations,  as  part  of  a  larger  study  of  interstate  trade  harriers  hy 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  reveals  that  some  of  them  tend  not 
merely  to  regulate  hut  to  hamper  and  restrict  his  operations,   in  local  as 
¥/ell  as  in  interstate  commerce.    Many  of  the  regu-lations  are  dra\?m  in 
such  a  way  as  to  favor  local  producers  over  more  distant  producers,  or  in- 
state producers  over  out-of-state  producers.     In  a  few  cases  there  is  out- 
right discrimination  against  the  out-of-state  merchant  truclier.     Most  of 
the  state    and  municipal  laws  and  ordinances  regu-lating  the  merchant 
trucker  or  itinerant  merchant  define  him  as  a  person  liaving  no  fixed  and 
T)ermanent  iDlace  of  husiness  in  the  tovni  or  other  place  ymere  he  wishes  to 
sell.     This  definition  thus  includes  ooth  farmers  who  hring  their  o^m 
produce  to  market  and  merchants  Yrho  make  a  hiisiness  of  huying  farm  products 
and  tra.nsporting  these  to  m.arket  for  sale.    However,  most  of  the  regulatory 
laws  and  ordinances  expressly  exempt  farmers  v/ho  sell  their  ovrn  produce..." 
An  editor's  note  says:   "The  merchant  trucker  has  "become  an  increasingly 
important  part  of  the  modern  machinery  of  food  distrihution.     He  buys 
fresh  products  direct  from  the  farms  and  sells  wherever  he  can  find  a  buy- 
er or  buyers.     He  crosses  and  re-crosses  state  lines  and,  to  the  extent 
that  he  buys  in  one  state  and  sells  in  another,  he  is  a.  factor  in  inter- 
state trade.    As  such,  he  is  of  concern  to  all  those  interested  in  the 
free  flow  of  coinnerce  between  the  states,  unh£?jn~oered  by  legislative  or 
administrative  barriers." 

Rubber  Pood  "Newest  transparent  food  wrappers  are  made  of  tightly 

Wrappers  stretshed  rubber,"  says  Robert  D.  Potter,  in  a  Science 

Service  coj^yright  report.     "The  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  you  may  be  buying  a  broiler  chicken  encased  in  a  skin-tight  casing 
of  clear  rubber,  and  sealed  in  a  vacmim  inside  this  rubber  covering. 
The  covering  is  made  of  special  rubber  free  from  sulfur. ..The  advantages 
of  the  iievj  wrapper  o.re  m.any.     The  elimination  of  air  prevents  the  develo'o- 
ment  of  rancidity  in  the  fo.t  of  -oork.     Chickens  can  be  stored  without 
'freezer  burn^  which  is  the  ¥/orry  of  low-tem;')erature  -preservation  of  poul- 
try.    The  prevention  of  moisture  loss  maintains  original  v/eight.     And  the 
use  of  carbon  dioxide  inside  the  rubber  covering  aids  preservation  for 
those  prodticts  which  kee'o  better  in  such  oji  atmosphere." 

Corn,  Mieat  Ikm  officials,  faced  with  v.heat  and  feed  crop  sur- 

Estimate  plus  problems,  hailed  the  federal  crop  reporting  hoard's 

forecast  that  this  year's  corn  acreage  would  be  the  sm£,l- 
lest  in  forty  years  and  that  the  area  sovrn  to  wheat  would  be  IS  percent 
less  than  last  year,  says  an  Associated  Press  report.     The  board  estimated 
the  acreage  to  be  planted  to  corn  at  92,0b2,CC0,     This  compared  with  a 
goal  of  9o>000,0C0  under  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Adiiinistration' s  pro- 
gram.    The  wheat  acreage  was  placed  at  65»  650,000.     VJliile  this  exceeded 
the  crop  control  iprogram^s  gOcJ  of  55» 000,000  acres,   it  was  15,000,000 
less  than  v/as  seeded  for  last  year's  large  cro:>. 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 


Vol,  LXXII,  llo.  55  Section  1  March  21,  1939 

LOAIT  ira^AT  The  Department  of  Agriculture  yesterday  anno-cmced 

PliiiCHASE  agreement  in  principle  of  a  plan  for  the  'purchase  of 

81,000,000  hushels  of  wheat  "by  the  Federal  Surplus  Coni- 
niodities.  Cor-jorat ion  l^eld  uaider  tlie  193^  v.hieat  loan  program  to  which'  the 
Comiaodity  Cr.jdit  Corporation  takes  title  at  the  maturity  of  the  loans. 
Producers  have  oxnortunity  during  Axoril  1  to  June  15  of  redeeming  pledged 
or  mortgaged  wheat.     The  proportion  of  the  21,000,000  "bushels  which  will 
be  purchased  "by  the  Federal  Surjjlus  ComiTiOdities  Corporation  v/ill  depend 
upon  redemptions  or  extension  of  loans.     Except  for  such,  amounts  a.s  v/ill 
be  used  for  domestic  relief  p^u:.'-n0  3es  the  wheat  purchased  ^Yill  be  lie  Id  for 
export.     Low  quality  wheat,  or  nuch  as  is  particularly  adaxoted  to  domestic 
milling,  will  be  exchanged  for  wheat  suitable  for  e^cport.     "The  plan  for. 
the  PSCC  to  tal<:Q  over  loan  v/hea-t  acquired  by  the  CoHiJaodity  Credit  Corpora- 
tion is  another  evidence  of  t"ne  valine  of  the  general  farm  program  for 
wheat  farmers,"  R,  ivi,  Evans,  a  x;ricultural  adjustment  administrator,   said.  ■ 
(New  York  Times. ) 


RAIL  &  WATER  Two  government  agencies  began  yesterday  a  Joint  study 

FREIG-KT  RATES      of  comparative  freight  rates  on  shipments  by  rail  and  by 

water.     Tlie  hearing,  conducted  by  examiners  of  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission  a2id  the  Maritime  Commission,   involved  directly 
transportation  charges  on  citrus  fruits  from  Florida  to  Bs.ltimore.  .  Zow-- 
ever,   ship  line  officials  said  the  case  act^aally  concerned  the  general 
question  of  rate  differentials  on  all  comi:iodit ies  h?.uled  'by  rail  and  water, 
They  said  water  lines  could  O'oerate  only  vjith  rate  lev-^ls  substantially 
lower  than  those  charged  by  railroads.     They  argued  little  if  any  differen- 
tial existed  on  citrus  shi7)ments.     (A. P.). 


CHERRY  The  Cherry  Blossom  Festival  (in  Washington)  v;as  post- 

3L0SS0MS  poned  one.  v^eeh  to  March  31  to  April  7  when  officials  were 

notified  the'  blossoms  at  the  Tidal  Basin  Y^ould  not  open  in 
time  for  the  original  date.     C.  Marshall  Finnan,  iTational  Car)ital  Pa.rks 
superintendent,  last  night  said  the  cherry  trees  should  be  blooming  by 
March  'jl,  barring  unusual  weather.     Coronation  of  the  festival  queen  will 
climax  the  opening  day,  at  4:30  at  the  Polo  Field.     (W-shington  Post.) 
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Freight  Hate  Freight  rate  increases  allowed  "by  the  Interstate  Corn- 

Revenue  Up         merce  Commission  in  March  193^,  coupled  vdth  certain  other 

increases  made  in  November  1937 >  produced  for  the  railroads 
in  the  last  nine  months  of  193^  added  revenues  at  the  annual  rate  of 
$1S2, 797>0'^0,  it  is  estimated  from  completed  earnings  retur^is  for  the 
year.     This  estimate  is  hased  on  a  sharp  increase  in  revenues  per  ton 
mile  in  193S  over  1937 >  which  v.'as  particularly  noticeaole  after  last  March 
when  the  5  percent  and  10  percent  general  rate  increases  v^ent  into  effect. 
Revenue  per  ton  mile  is  the  amount  received  for  hauling  a  ton  of  freight 
one  mile.     (Wall  Street  Journal.) 

Senate,  •.        ,  Continued  dehate  on  H.R.  HU25,  reorgcjiizat ion  oill. 

Mar.   17  S.  1S37>  relating  to  importation  of  shingles,  and  S.  IS3S, 

to  amend  t'ne  tariff  axt  of  193^"-  v;ith  respect  to  the  market- 
ing of  lumoer  and  timoer  imported  from  foreign  countries,  were  taken  from 
the  CoiT:Tmittee  on  Foreign  Relations  .and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
Recessed  until  IvI^nday,  March  20. 

the  HoUse  v/as  not  in  session.  ■  (Prepared  oy  Office  of  Budget  and 

Finance, ) 

Booklet  on  Plans  for  the  five*- room  houses  "built  oy  the  Farm 

FSA  Houses         Secu.rity  Adjninistrat ion  for  about  $1,100  oeccune  available 

to  the  public  recently  in  a  PTiall  booklet  published  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,   says  a  report  in  So)uthern  LumberLinji  (March  I5). 
Tlie  booklet,  entitled  "Small  Houses,"  includes  house  plans  for  the  $1,100 
houses  built  on  the  Farm  Security  A.djninistro.ti on '  s  southeast  Missouri 
project,  cjid  also  for  t^rpical  homes  constructed  at  eight  other  FSA  projects. 
Most  of  the  houses  decribed  in  the  booklet  are  fo.rm  houses,  v^ithout  plumb- 
ing, but  a  few  are  urb.aji  or  suburban  homes.     All  are  small  homes  that  fall 
within  the  broad  category  of  "lost-cost"  structures.     The  booklet  Illus- 
trates the  ffiethod  of  construction  by  prefabricat ion  and  precutting,  gives 
the  floor  plan  for  one  of  the  typical  houses  and  describes  the  materio.ls 
used.     The  cost  of  the  booklet  is  10  cents  (Supt.   of  Docwents,  G-.P.O.  ), 

Mississi-Toi  The  Engineering  News-Record  (March  I6)  contains  an 

Flood  Control      article  on  "First  Mississippi  Flood-Control  Drjn.  "    A  note 

says:   "Sardis  dam  on  a  tributary  of  the  Yazoo  River  in 
Mississippi  adds  the  first  headwaters  detention  reservoir  to  the  modern 
flood-control  work  of  the  lower  Mississippi  River.     As  the  first  of  sev- 
eral flood-control  dcuiis  listed  in  the  revieed  lower  Mississir)pi  flood- 
control  plan  DJid  as  a  trial  of  delta  soils  for  hydraulic  fill  the  work 
has  great  experimental  interest." 

(Quinine  G-ift  Ulie  U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  presented 

1,000  quinine  plants  to  Brazil,  according  to  the  Rio  de 
Janeiro  correspondent  of  Industrial  and  Engineering  Chemistry.     They  will 
be  set  out  in  various  sections  of  the  country  in  order  to  test  tlie  feasi- 
bility of  producing  quinine  in  Brazil.     (Press, ) 
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Louisiana  A  ITew  Or leajis  report '  in  Facts  Al^out  Sugar  (March) 

Sugar  Crop         says  the  1933-39  .sugar  crop  in  Louisiana  niissed  the  half 

million  mar  It  b  v.. just  .  id,  000  tons,  according  to  a  survey 
made  "by  Dr.  "^7.        G-rayson,'  head  statistician  of  the  AAA  at  Baton  Houge, 
His  flgiares  show  a  production  of  5>S55»^00  short  tons  of  cane,  ^-hiich  pro- 
duced approximately  490,000  tons  of  sugar,  tsxi  value,     Olnis  compared  with 
U06,000'tons  of  sugar'from  5,240,000  tons  of  cane  in  1937-38.     ?lie  re- 
mar  kaole  thing  aoout  the  193S-39  figure,  liov/ever,   is  that  it  shors  the 
record-brealr::ing  ^^roduction  to  have  come  from  17,000  acres  less  than  was 
used  to  grow  the' 1937~38'  crop;   292^000  against  309,000.     Further,  the 
past  season's  record  output  wa.s  acconiplished  in  the  face  of  killing  frost 
in  Novemoer.     Improved  varieties  of  cane,  vastly/  m.ore  productive  and  more 
resistant  to  disease,  are  the  e:xplanat ion  given  Dy  Dr.  O-rayson  for  the 
large  increase  in  cane  yields,  which  averaged  21.5  tons  per  acre  last 
season,  against  I9  tons  in  1937.     S-ogar  production  per  acre  increased 
from  1.60  to  1,75  tons. 

Food  Scrip  The  Commonv/eal  (March  17)  in  an  editorial  on  tlie  pro- 

Program  posed  food  scrip  plan,   says:   "The  latest  plan  to  solve  the 

dilemma  of  scarcity  in  the  midst  of  plenty, ..has  far-reaching 
possihilities  for  the  national  well-being  without  rnany  of  the  disadvantages 
of  the  abandoned  two-price  plaji,,.It  (the  food  scrip  plan)  \vould  stimu- 
late the  food  business  and  business  generally,  and,  even  m.ore  important, 
the  nation's  farmers  wo-ald  be  cible  to  dispose  of  a  far  greater  proportion 
Of  their  hard-earned  produce;   they  in  turn  would  accelerate  the  wheels 
of  industry  by  their  ovrc,  increased  purchasing  power, ,.  Of  all  the  schemes 
propounded  by  the  DepartxTient  of  Agriculture  to  help  th?  farmer  while  help- 
ing uiiem.ployed,  and  to  build  up  the  nation  generally,   s-jxely  this  would 
seem  to  be  deserving  of  a  thorough  test," 

Classification  "The  -present  development  of  terracing  in  America  is 

of  Terraces  the  res^cCLt  of  years  of  use,  extensive  field  observations 

and  experimentation,  and  many  modifications  from  early 
practices  in  construction  T)rocedijLre , "  sa.ys  C.  L.  Hamilton,  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Service,  in  Agricult-aral  Engineering  (March).     "All  stages  of  develop- 
ment from  the  modern  terrace  of  today  to  the  crude  hillside  ditches  and 
furrows  of  pioneer  American  fan'ners  have  been  experienced.     The  .evolution 
through  v:hich  terrace  developm.ent  has  "oassed  las  led  to  a,  variety  of  ter-  ■ 
race  t^noes,  terms  and  classifications.     At  the  present  thme  there  does  not 
.seem  to  be  any  ■'oniversally  accepted  terrace  classification  or  inter-^reta- 
tion  of  terracing  terms.     This  condition  is  largely  due  to  the  past  prac- 
tice of  designating  terrace  t^^es  according  to  the  method  of  construction 
or  the  individual  that  develoi^ed  various  im^provement s  in  construction 
technique. ,.  In  some  sections  terraces  are  designated  as  narrov;  or  broad- 
base,  but  a  narrow  or  broadbase  terrace  as  used  in  one  area-  may  have  quite 
different  cross-sectiona^l  dimensions  from  terraces  with  simxilar  names  in 
other  areavS.     In  other  sections  terraces  are  referred  to  as  Hichols  or 
Maaig^om,  modified  Nichols  or  mxodified  ivIaJig"JJu.     Ivlore  recently  we  ha.ve  heard 
of  the  Reddick  terrace  and  the  Georgia  terrace.     Tlie  Wlieatland  terrace  and 
the  rov.^  terra.ce,  the  level  terrace  and  the  graded  terraxe,  the  ridge  ter- 
race and  the  channel  terrace  are  some  of  the  other  tenns,,," 
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Nev;  Barley  .  "Yelvon,  a  ne^7,   smooth  "bearded  "barley  variety  having 

Variety  a  relatively  stiff  straw,  a  white  kernel  and  resistant  to 

covered  snmt  has  "been  developed  "by  R.  W,  Woodward  (Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry)  in  cooper3.tion  with  the  Utah  E:-:periment  Station,"  says 
Grant  S.  Richards,  Utah  Agricultural  College,   in  the  Utsh.  farmer  (March 
IC).     "Tiie  merits  of  the  new  variety  are  shovm  in  experim.ents  "by  Mr.  Wood- 
ward and  D.  C.  Tingey,   of  the  Utali  Eiqperiment  Station, .  .Velvon  responded 
remarkahly  v/ell  to  later  planting.     Its  yielding  ahility  either  equalled 
or  surpassed  the  other  varieties,  including  Treoi ,  Atlas,  Winter  Cluh, 
Sacramento  and  Union  Beardless. . .Prom  35  5^00  to  4, COO  acres  of  Velvon 
"barley  wjre  grovm  in  Utah  during  193^»  •  • " 

Vitamins  in  Agricultural  Engineering  (March)  contains  a  paper 

Frozen  S'oods      on  "Pood  Preparation  ajid  Utilization  Aspects  of  Refrigerate' 

Locker  Storages"  "by  Sybil  Woodruff,  Home  Economics  Depart- 
ment, University  of  Illinois,     Slie  says  in  part:   "Several  laboratories 
have  engaged  in  studies  of  the  vitamin  content  of  frozen  pack  foods  of 
comjnerce.     Vit-amin  C  has  "been  assayed  oftener  tiian  the  other  vitamins 
3.nd  has  "been  fo^and  to  diminish  some  in  amount  during  the  "blanching,  cool- 
ing, packaging,   sealing  and  shijTping  operations,  though,  as  one  group  of 
investigators  has  pointed  out,  equa.l  or  grea-ter  losses  of  vit^amin  C  might 
occur  during  the  usual  procedures  of  mia.rketing  and  ha^ndling  the  so-caJled 
fresh  vegeta'bles.     After  th.e  frozen  vegetahle  has  "been  thawed,  the  vita- 
min C  diminishes  progressively  v/ith  standing.     Overhlandiing  causes  a 
loss  of  vitam-in  C  due  to  dissolving  action  of  th3  water;   too  little  "blanch- 
ing ma.y  aJlow  for  oxidative  destruction  of  this  vit.amin  during  s t orange,  _ 
One  lahorcxtory  found  hO  percent  of  the  vitainin  originally  present  in 
frozen  peas,  to  remain  in  the  cooking  water  a.fter  it  ha^d  "been  draaned. . . 
It  ha.s  also  heen  shcOTi  tha.t  peas  and.  limat  "bea.ns  lose  none  of  their  vitam.in 
G  during  either  freezing  or  cooking;  neither  wa.s  vitamin  3  lost  in  peas 
during  freezing,   though  26  j^ercent-  of  it  v:a.s  lost  during  cooking.  ^itaxnin 
A  has  "been  found  to  he  unimpaired  hy  commerciaJ  freezing  of  foods," 

pan  American  Paul  R.  Kellaaugh,  Division  of  Agricultural  Coopera- 

Agriculture         tion,  Pan  Am.erican  Union,  writes  on  "Pan  American  Coopera- 
tion in  Agricult-Jire "  in  the  March  Bulletin,     Among  other 
things,  the  a^uthor  mientions  the  work  of  the  Departmient  in  controlling 
plant  and  animal  pests  responsihle  for  barring  products  from  the  United 
Sta.tes  and  the  Latin  American  countries;  the  v:ork  of  Dr.  P.  P.  3i"bl3y, 
cotton  insects  expert,  v;ho  vras  .selected  hy  tlie  Union  and  the  Department 
to  study  cotton  insects  in  Peru;  the  work  of  Dr.  Anna  B.  Jenlcins  of  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  in  studying  orange  scah  in  Brazil. 

Secr-rity  Act  The  House  Wa;/-s  and  Means  ComiTiittee  decided  unanimous- 

ly last  week  to  exclude  fa.rm  la.oorers,   domestic  help  and 
employees  of  charitable,  religious  and  non-profit  institutions  in  any  re- 
visions of  the  social  secjjrity  system.     (Press,  ) 


DAILY  DIGEST 


'repared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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RUBBSR-LIKS  A  niober-like  siil: stance  of  transparent  character  has 

SIBSTAIICE  "been  -produced  from  lactic  acid  of  v/hey  imder  a  -orocess  per- 

J'ROi.I  WHEY  fected  iDy  the  U.  S,  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry,     Knov/n  to  chem- 

ists as  polymethylacrylate ,  the  suhstance  contains  DJiique 
•;)roperties.     Its  transparency,  elasticity,  toughness,  ease  of  soluhility 
and  'stahility  to  sunlight  and  ultra-violet  rays  make  it  valuable  in  the 
2Dreparation  of  lacquers,  varnishes,  inks,  impregnating  compounds  and  ce- 
ments.     Laboratory  results  ;iroduced  "by  Lee  T.   Smith  and  H.  V.  Clahorn,  . 
of  the  bureau,  indicate  the  substance  can  be  produced  as  cheaply  from  lac- 
tic acid  by  their  method  as  it  is  now  produced  from  ethylene,  or  alcohol 
by  the  cyanhydrin  process.     It  is  believed  the  cheapness  of  the  bureau's 
process  v/ill  lead  to  increased  use  of  lactic  acid.     The  substance  can  be  . 
combined  with  organic  glass  in  making  a  molding  superior  to  original  comr- 
poimds;  and  for  coating  paper  and  other  fibrous  materials,  making  them  re- 
sistant to  water,   oils  and  gases.     (New  York  Times. ) 


PARITY  PRICE  A  House  faxm  bloc  drive  to  write  $500,000,000  for  un- 

PAYI'OJTS  budgeted  parity  price  payments  into  the  agricultui-e  appro- 

priation bill  yesterday  was  rallying  southern  and  western 
support  for  a  showdown  in  the  House  next  week,   says  a  report  in  the  Wash- 
ington Post,     The  $500,000,000  figure  was  disclosed  yesterday  by  Rep. 
Ferguson  of  Oklahoma,  v;ho  denied  authorship  of  the  plan.     The  parity  price 
drive  will  await  a  rejport  from  the  House  Appropriations  Committee  late 
this  week  on  the  19^0  agriculture  appropriation  bill,   said  already  to  have 
been  increased  in  subcommittee  some  $2UU,000,C00  above  the  budget  to  a 
total  of  $1,060,000,000  for  all  farm  purposes.     Unless  the  subcommittee 
reconsiders  recent  action,   or  is  overridden  by  the  full  appropriation  com- 
mittee,  tiiis  bill,  as  reported,  will  carry  $250,000,000  for  farm  xDarity 
pricfe  pa^'iiients  not  recommended  by  the  President  or  included  in  his  budget. 


SHEETING-  A  campaign  to  eliminate  confusing  markings  on  sheets 

STAITDARDS  and  pillov/cases  of  other  thp^n  first  quality  appeared  to 

have  achieved  success  yesterday  when  the  Association  of 
Cotton  Textile  Merchants  of  ITev/  York  announced  that  I7  selling  agents  had 
voted  on  a  set  of  standards  and  11  others  had  endorse  the  standards.  Under 
the  new  standards,  which  vdll  be  effective  July  1,  the  mills  involved  will 
ship  no  sheets  and  cases  of  below  first  qua^lity  v/ithout  positive  identi- 
fication on  each  article,  using  only  the  terms  "irreg'alars ,  "  "second  qual- 
ity," "second  selection"  or  "seconds,"  for  such  identification,  and  aj^ply- 
ing  the  label  either  to  the  face  of  the  article  itself  or  as  a  supple- 
mentary label.     (Hew  York  Times.) 
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Farm  Woodland  "Tioga  County,  in  southern  New  York,  has  the  first 

Cooperative        private,  non-subsidized  cooperative  that  is  prepared  to 

handle  all  products  of  the  far^i  woodlot,  such  as  firewood, 
pulpwood,  lumber,  and  mine  props,"  says  J.  S.  Knapp,  New  York  Extension 
Service,   in  American  Agriculturist  (March  18).     "The  first  sale  contract 
has  just  been  announced,  for  100,000  board  feet  of  saw  logs... After  de- 
ducting administrative  expenses,  and  allowing  an  extra  five  percent  for 
sound  forestry  practices,  the  owners  will  receive  substantially  more  than 
they  would  get  as  individual  sellers.     Incorporated  as  the  Tioga  Woodland 
Owners  Cooperative,  the  group  has  a  membership  of  fifty  at  present.  They 
own  and  control  3»000  acres  of  merchantable  timber.     Cooperating  in  the 
project  is  Prof.  J.  A.  Cope,  extenv^^don  forester.     The  entire  area  which 
may  be  included  has  100,000  acres... A  survey  was  started  in  193^  "the 
Forest  Service,  aided  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  and  the  County 
Farm  Bureau, ..In  Cope's  opinion,  similar  set-ups  arc  possible  in  other 
parts  of  the  state,  and  country,  whore  the  right  conditions  exist,,, The 
woodland  cooperative  must  be  near  wood-using  industries  that  can  purchase 
and  process  forest  products  grown  by  woodlot  owners; and  eno"agh  merchant- 
able timber  must  be  in  the  area..." 

Cotton  Plant  John  W.  Randolph,  U.S.D.A.  co operator  at  the  Alabama 

Depth  Studies    Experiment  Station  in  American  Cotton  Grower  (March)  writes 

on  "Variable  Depth  Cotton  Planting".     He  says  in  part: 
"In  1931?  "the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Engineering  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  conceived  the  idea  that  for  the  best  stand,  cottonseed  should 
be  planted  at  variable  depths.     To  accomplish  this  a  standard  cotton 
planter  was  equipped  with  simple  attachments  which  caused  the  opening 
plow  to  move  up  and  down  making  a  seed  furrow  varying  in  depth  one  and 
one-half  inches  within  the  horizontal  distance  desired  for  the  spacing  of 
the  final  stand.     In  the  first  season's  work  this  new  system  of  cotton 
planting  showed  such  merit  that  the  Department  obtained  a  basic  patent 
which  was  later  dedicated  as  a  public  service  patent.    Different  spacings 
of  the  final  stands  of  cotton  are  recommended  by  state  experim.ent  sta- 
tions for  various  conditions  throughout  the  cotton  belt,.. In  planting 
studies  conducted  over  the  past  seven  years  comparisons  have  been  made 
between  the  variable  depth  system  and  the  constant  depth  system  of 
planting. It  has  been  found  that  the  strongest  plants  seldom  grow  from 
one  particular  depth  of  seed  placement.    Within  a  short  distance  often 
the  optimum  depth  of  planting  will  vary  as  much  as  one-half  inch. 
Frequently  the  first  plants  appearing  above  the  surface  of  the  soil  may 
turn  out  to  be  the  poorest.    With  the  variable  depth  seed  placement  the 
seedlings  come  up  over  a  period  of  several  days.     Each  succeeding  group 
of  plants  appearing  above  the  surface  encounters  different  conditions 
which  may  materially  influence  the  grov/th  and  development  of  the  seedling. 
Several  commercial  farm  machinery  manufacturers  sell  equipment  for  vari- 
able depth  cotton  planting.     Such  equipment  can  be  obtained  in  a  variety 
of  mechanical  arrangements.    A  few  farmers  have  altered  their  own  plant- 
ers to  permit  variable  depth  planting.     One  difficulty  in  the  past  has 
been  the  tendency  for  certain  parts  to  wear  rapidly;  also  it  has  been 
difficult  to  make  the  planter  penetrate  hard  clay  soils  to  the  desired 
depth.    However,  many  farmers  report  that  their  cotton  yields  are  so 
much  improved  that  the  mechanical  troubles  are  of  minor  im.portance, " 
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Living  "Until  now  there  has  never  "been  a  single  fotirly 

Creature  complete  list  "by  nane  of  the  living  creatures,"  says  an 

Index  editorial  in  the  New  York  Times  (March  I9).  "From 

England  it  is  reported  that  the  zoological  index,  which 
is  nearing  completion,  contains  225 1 000  ria-mes.    Under  the  system  em- 
ployed (a  system  invented  by  Linnaeus,  the  Swedish  naturalist)  every 
creature  has  been  given  two  names — the  generic,  which  it  shares  with 
the  members  of  the  same  genus,  and  the  specific,  which  is  restricted 
to  a  single  species  within  the  genus.    How  enormo^os  the  task  has  been 
is  suggested  by  the  numbers  of  *  creatures'  that  have  been  described  by 
the  scientists.    More  than  half  the  total  number  consists  of  insect 
genera.     The  molluscs  amount  to  30,000  and  the  birds  to  10,000,  There 
are  8,000  genera  of  worms  alone.    The  difficulty  of  naming  has  been  in- 
creased by  the  altering  or  misspelling  of  names  in  previous  partial 
lists,  and  by  the  bestowal  of  the  same  name  on  two  distinct  genera, 
each  author  having  named  his  discovery  without  knowlodgo  of  the  other. 
These  confusions  arc  obviated  in  this  single  v/ork — all-embracing  up  to 
1935*     Zoologists  in  all  parts  of  the  earth  have  assirted  in  this 
zoological  descriptive  register.,." 

Hay  Crushing  "Some  of  the  present  hazards  and  losses  in  haym.aking 

Machine  will  be  overcome  if  hay-crushing  machines,  now  being  de- 

veloped in  the  department  of  agric^oltural  engineering, 
University  of  Illinois,  come  up  to  expectations,"  says  F.  J,  Keilholz, 
extension  editor  of  the  University,  in  Country  Gentleman  (April), 
"Sponsoring  the  work  is  the  manufacturing  concern  which  holds  the 
patent  rights  on  the  hay-crushing  process.    Through  funds  provided  by 
this  company,  the  department  has  developed  a  crusher  outfit  to  be  used 
with  a  horse-drawn  mower,    A  number  ^f  these  machines  will  be  built  for 
actual  field  operation  during  1939*    A  tractnr-raowcr  hay  crusher  also 
will  be  designed  and  built  this  spring,.. If  field  tests  nn  these  two 
types  nf  machines  prove  satisfactory,  it  is  hoped  that  within  the  next 
year  or  two  a  hay-crushing  machine  may  be  manuf act'ored  and  placed  on 
the  market  at  a  m.oderate  pric-e.^.The  principle  nf  the  crusher  involves 
merely  two  large  rollers  between  which  the  hay  is  passed  as  it  is  cut. 
These  rollers  crush  the  stems  of  the  plants  so  that  the  moist^are  may  be 
more  readily  evaporated.  Experiments  at  the  college  show  that  crushing 
the  hay  causes  the  stems  to  dry  nearly  as  fast  as  the  loaves  and  that 
the  drying  time  for  crushed  hay  is  only  about  one  half  that  for  un- 
crushed  hay.    This  reduction,  of  course,  greatly  lessens  the  danger  of 
rain  falling  '^n  the  hay  after  it  is  cut  and  increases  the  chances  of 
producing  good  hay," 

Cooperative  Tlie  first  cooperative  locker  plant  in  Wisconsin  to 

Locker  Plant      be  operated  independently  of  other  activities  has  been 

organized  at  G-recnvillc  by  farmers  of  Outagamie  C-^unty, 
it  is  reported  by  W.  L.  Witte,  chief  of  the  marketing  division,  Wiscon- 
sin Department  of  Agriculture  and  Markets,     Inc^^rp^rating  as  the  Green- 
ville Frigid  Locker  Cooperative,  the  new  organization  will  give  complete 
service  which  includes  caring,  cutting,  sha.rp  freezing,  storing  o.nd 
wrapping,    A  f'oll-time  expert  meat  cutter  will  be  er.pl'^yed.     Locker  space 
will  permit  the  storage  of  both  frozen  vegetables  and  meats.  (National 
Butter  and  Cheese  Journal , March • ) 


Vol.  LXKll,  Ilo.   56     •■  .    -  U  -     .  _    March  22,  1939 

Senate,  '•  Continued  .deoate  on  Hi.R.  UU25,  reorgai^ization  bill. 

Mar.  20  ,       The  dotnmiitee  on  Agriciiltiire  and  Forestry  reported 

without  amendment  S.  IO69,   to  amend  section  8  (c)  of  the 
Agricultural  Marketing  Agreement  Act  of  1937       make  its  provisions  ap- ' 
plicahle  to  Pacific  Northwest  hoxed  apples  (S.Hept.  ISl). 

Received  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Agriciilture ,  pursuant  to 
S.Res.   291»  75"*^^-^  Cong,,  pertaining  to  an.  investigation  regarding  export 
trade  in, and  the  use  of  "bj^'prqduct s  of,  tohacco;  to  Com.  on  Agriculture 
and  Forestry,  •  ^ 

The  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  rei^orted  with  amendments 
S.  1S55'        relieve  the  exist in'g  national  economic  emergency  "by  increas- 
ing agricultural  -purchasing  power,  to  increase  the  national  income,  to 
malce  possible  a  "balanced  hud^et  and  to  regulate  the  value  of  the  dollar 
(S,Rept.  IgO). 

The  following  hills  v'ere  taken  from  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  and 
Forestry  and  referred  to  the,.  .ConuTiit tee  on  Banking  and  Currency:   S.  I25C, 
providing  for  -a- moratorium  on  mortgEtges  held  "by  the  Farm  Credit  Administra- 
tion,S.J, Res,  65,  relating 'to  deficiency  judgments  .against  borrowers 
from  federal  land  oaiiks, , , 

House,  Passed  K,R.  US52,  Interior  Department  Appropriation 

Mar.  20  ■  Bill,  for  19^0.     During  debate  on  the  Blue  Ridge  and  ITatchez 

Trace  Par!i^;rays  item  the  federal-aid  highway  system  was  dis- 
cussed, and  defended. 

Considering  bills  on  the  calendar,  the  House  passy/the  following 
(among  others):   S,  IO9S,   to  amend  section  12  of  the  Soil  Conserva.tion  and 
Domestic  Act- by  authorizing  advaaices  •  f  or  crop  insurance  (this  bill  will 
now  be  sent  to  the  President);  H.R.  3S01,  to  extend  the  time  for  retire- 
ment of  cotton  pool  participation  trust  certificates. 

(Prepared  by  Office  of  Budget --aaid  Finance.  ) 

Freight  Rate  In  "Effects  of  Trucking  on  Freiglit  Rates"  in  the 

Structure  Agricultural  Situation  (Ma.rch)  James  C.  rielson  says  in  part: 

"Changes  in  the  (freight)  rate  structiire  present  vital 
questions  for  the  fanr^er.     Lower  ra.tes  frequently  enable  farmers  to  buy 
supplies  at  lower  prices.     Lower  rates  on  fa.rm  products  may  mean  higher 
farm  prices  under  certain  conditions  of  demand,  or  lower  prices  to  con- 
sumers  and  a  larger  volume  of  consi:imption.     Reductions  in  rates  on  com- 
modities moving  long  distances  by  rail  just  sufficient  to  offset  lo\7er 
trucked- compelled  rates  on  these  commodities  mien  produced  nearer  common 
markets  tend  to  maantain  the  existing  distribution  of  production  by  re- 
gions.    At  the  same  time  the  diversion  of  high-rated  and  short-haul  traf- 
fic volunes  due  to  de'oressed  business  activity  and  other  factors,  has 
prompted  the  railroads  to  seek  to  avoid  further  revenue  losses  or  to  re- 
coup losses  in  revenue  by  maintaining,   or  even  raising,  their  rates.  The 
tendency  has  been  to  maintain  or  increase  rates  on  long-haul,  heavy  or 
low-ra.ted  tonnage  not  rea.dily  susceptible  to  truck  competition,  " 
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TAZ'LACE  OYi  Secretary  Tfallace  of  the  Departmeni:  of  Agriculture  is 

00x2011  PLA2I        confident  that,  in  so  far  as  the  executive  Drai.ch  of  the 

government  is  concernt^d,  details  of  the  prograin  under  which, 
it  is  hoped  to  recapture  a  fair  share  of  t'ne  :-.'orld^3  cotton  narkets  rill 
"oe  in  hand  within  a  7;eek,     Beyond  emphasizing  the  primary  imiDortance  of  fi~ 
nancia.l  aid  "by  Congress,  he 'declined  yesterday  to  discuss  the  legislative 
phase  erf  the  problem.     Ivlr,  Wallace  emphasized  the  importance  of  quick  ac- 
tion to  attain  the  Administration's  objective — to  recover  a  share  of  the 
world's  markets  and  uphold  the  income  Of  tiie  cotton  farmers.     'The  farmers 
of  the  coijntry,  with  the  exception  oS  those  dependent  upon  the  export  mar- 
kets, he  said,  are  in  favorable  -losition  as  illustrated  by  the  fact  that 
the  general  farm  program  has  £3  percent  support  of  the  agricult-orists.  But, 
he  added,  v/heat  and  cotton  preserit  serious  problems  requiring  definite  and. 
speedy  action.     (New  York  Times.) 


1^77  SITC-LAIID  The  Tores o  Service  announced  yesterday  that  under  the 

FOREST  AID         deficiency  bill  appropriating  $5,000,000  for  forest  protec- 
tion it  v/ill  be  able  to  undertaize  in  ITew  England  a  program 
covering  15,000,000  acres,   including  90U  tovms.     Tiie  $5,000,000  will  be  used 
for  fire-hazard  reduction  and  forest-fire  control  in  timber  areas  damaged 
by  last  September's  hurricane,  and  will  supplement  v:ork  done  by  40  CCC 
ca'ips  and  12,000  vTPA  workers.     The  federal  funds  will  be  matched  by  m.oney 
'already  or  to  be  api^ropriated  for  the  hurricane  cleanup  by  the  states. 
The  e.ppropriation  covers  one  part  of  a  tv^ofold  progr:^m  for  Hew  Sneland. 
The  second  part  embraces  timber  salvage  operations  under  the  Hew  England 
Timber  Salvage  Administration,  v.hich  is  now  buying  salvageable  tLmber  with 
f^Jrids  suiDplied  by  the  Federal  Surplus  Commodities  Corporation.     (New  York 
Tira.es,  ) 


EASTSH  LILY  The  annual  lily  and  spring  bloom  show  at  the  Botanic 

SXHIBITIOIT         Garden  ( v7ashingt on)  opened  yesterday.     On  exhibition  are  • 

m.ore  than  300  lily  plants,   each  with  12  to  20  floY;ers,  2SC 
cineraria  plants  and  1,200  pots  of  hyacinths,   tulips,  jonquils,  narcissus 
and  other  bulbs.     The  shovj  will  be  open  da.ily  in  the  east  end  of  the  con- 
servatory.    Tiie  feature  this  year  is  the  Creole  lily,  a  t^^e  which  has  been 
popula.r  in  the  South  for  more  thaji  100  years  but  is  only  now  being  intro- 
duced to  the  North.     71,  A.  Frederick,   landscape  architect  of  the  Capitol 
grounds,   is  enthusia.st ic  about  the  creole  lily,   as  are  Depa^rtment  of  Agri- 
culture specialists  v/ho  are  cooperating  with  the  Louisiana  state  authori- 
ties for  its  best  botanical  developm.ent .     (?/.- shingt  on  Staa".  ) 
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Apple  Both  the  n'uin'ber  of  apple  trees  of  hearing  age  and 

Trends  apple  production  in  the  United  States  are  expected  to 

continue  dovTnv/ard  at  a  moderate  rate  for  several  years, 
the  5'areau  of  Agricul t-jiral  Economics  declares  in  its  anmial  apple  out- 
look report.     The  "bureau  pointed  out  also  that  the  nu^her  of  apple  trees 
yet  to  come  into  bearing  is  smaller  than  usual.     "If  plantings  and  rc- 
placcnients  continue  to  he  as  light  as  during  the  last  several  years," 
the  report  said,  "apple  production  10  to  15  years  hence  may  he  lower 
than  the  average  of  recent  years."  Jor  Pacific  Coast  and  Rocky  Mountain 
States,  product  ion  in  r c  cent  years  has  heon  fairly  stahlo  at  ahout  50  to 
55  million  bushels  per  year.     The  peak  of  production  apparently  has  been 
passed  for  the  region  as  a  whole,  and  the  general  trend  is  expected  to 
be  downward.     In  the  Central  States,  where  annus-l  production  varies 
greatly,  increasing  production  from  young  orchards  probably  will  about 
offset  decreasing  production  from  old  commercial  and  farm  orchards  for 
several  years — assuming  average  growing  conditions  in  those  years, 
(Better  Fruit,  March.) 

Tirect-Seeded  Interest  in  the  direct  seeding  of  tomatoes  is  keen 

Tomatoes  in  the  Middle  West  this  year,  following  the  considerable 

plantings  in  Ohio  and  Illinois  in  1932*     Growers  arc  re- 
ported as  being  well  satisfied  with  the  rcsu].ts.    Usually  the  seed  is 
sowed  in  rows  of  U  to  5  ^'cet  apart  at  a  rate  of  about  20  ounces  of  seed 
per  acre  as  soon  after  Aoril  I5  as  possible.     Plants  are  allowed  to  grow 
until  about  U  or  6  inches  tall  when  they  are  thinned  by  hoeing  or  by 
cross  cultivation.     Last  year  heavy  May  frosts  in  Ohio  and  in  Illinois 
killed  transplants  but  did  not  injure  the  direct  ficl'"'  seedlings.  Illinois 
direct-seeded  plots  failed  to  yield  as  well  as  the  transplanted.  Maturity 
was  delayed  by  direct  seeding  much  less  with  the  second-early  variety, 
Early  Baltimore,  than  with  the  late  type,  Illinois  Baltimore.  Apparently, 
direct  seeding  is  more  successful  with  earlier  varieties  than  with  late 
ones,  says  W.  A.  Kuelscn  of  the  Illinois  Agricult-aro.l  Experiment  Station. 
At  the  Illinois  Station  the  yield  of  Early  Baltimore,  direct-seeded, 
tomatoes  was  9*235  tons  of  U.S.  No.  Is  and  2s  per  acre.     Eor  Early 
Baltimore,  transplanted,  it  was  11.892  tons  of  U.S. No.  Is  and  2s.  The 
1932, yield  of  Illinois  Baltimore,  direct-seeded,  was  8,127  tons  of  U.S. 
No,  Is  and  2s,    For  Illinois  Baltimore,  transplanted,  it  was  12.353  "tons 
of  U.S. No.  Is  and  2s  per  acre.     The  cost  of  growing  a  direct-seeded 
"Cield  is  considered  less  than  the  cost  when  the  plants  are  transplanted. 
(The  Canner,  March  18.) 

Eire  Removes  American  apple  growers  will  have  opportunity  to  ex- 

Apple  Duty         tend  their  market  in  Ireland  under  a  decision  of  the  Ministry 

of  Agriculture  to  remove  all  import  duties  on  the  fruit 
regardless  of  the  country  of  origin.    No  limitation  will  be  placed  upon 
q^jantity  of  imports.    The  period  of  free  entry  will  extend  from  April  1 
to  July  15,  (Press.) 
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Pruit  3-ad  The  Depai-taent  c3rJ.:ictei        -he  ^--.eric--  ?r- 

Sports  Society,   in  Ar.erlcc.r-  J:-.-.it  C-rr'er   [Vrrch)  has  r.:-.  It:-,  rr. 

the  leiicious  apple,  r-ni  5273 1     "Ir,£      tccv^ry  :i  solii 
red  c"j.i  sports  of  rclicious  hcs  st ir/jj-ated  the  so-'^.rch  for  ":ud  spcrts  in 
other  varieties  of  apples  cir.d  kinds  of  frvdt?,     litor^rll"  hvr.drcds  :f 
sports  have  ceen  ""jmcovcrc d''  r.?  r.  r:?Ml-  of  ■•vidr^oread  r^cw  in-:rcst  in 
this  phenomGnon.  Sports  'f  C-rr.-.-jns :  fin,  ?.r-.c-  Bcruty,  and  o:hor  vr^iotlc-s 
had  "been  disccv:red  prc-vi  .^'jl^I:.-,  "zut  those  hr.d  n::  rvroused  r.  ^roo.:  i:ol 
of  interest.    I'jiring  the  rr.s:  decade,  sports  hr.v:  hcen  fo^^xod  in 
deciduous  fruits.   -Sor.c  sports  in  the  sovr  cherrv  r.ro  deciicdl:' 
geous,  since  size  and  season  of  fruit,  lcn^:n  ^:   sxo~,  hrrdiness  :f  fr. 
huds,  and  fertility  of  bless or.s  have  coon  ::ur.d  to  yp.ty  sigr.if icantl:. 


from  the  parent  variety.  Cthcr  sp-^rts  ho-vo  :"on  otsor^o. 


pctuated,  are  a  distinct  li^rility,    A  s:.-sto: 
ic  testing  of  "bud  sports  ho.s  l:~ng  :::::  odv^c 
of  riant  Industry)  of  C^-li:  ^rnio ,  in  fact,  the  citru 
to  the  science  of  selection  as  developed  "by  Shaoicl  and  his  co-v:orkcrs, , . ' 


.i>   . 


N.C.Soil  North  Grrolina  has  approximate ly  ; 1,000,000  acres  of 

Conservation      land.    Of  this  area,  3»^33»000  acres  are  included  in  six 

soil  conservation  districts  organized  in  th:  o-^.st  two 
years,  and  another  3» 253 » 7^""^cre  ^^-^""^  is  in  the  process  ~i  "::ing  orga- 
nized into  three  additi-^na.l  districts.     This  statistically  sh-^ws  how 
farniers  of  the  State  have  "been  q^jiick  to  lake  advantage  of  the  offer  of 
the  U.  S.  Soil  Conservation  Service  to  provide  techniool  nssistance,  and 
some  Ircor  cund  -materials,  f-^r  the  purpose  ^f  erosion  contr:!,  vratcr 
consei^ati-^n  and  land  utilizati  :^n.    The  S^iT  Conserv-t i-^n  Service  origin- 
ally set  up  den^nstrati'^n  projects,  eight  nf  rrhich,  co^nprising  2,933 
co'^perating  farners,  are  nou  being  operated.     Since  the  1937  S'^il  C'^n- 
servati^n  listricts  Act  --^f  the  Legislat^jLTc ,  3I?  f-irnors  in  the  six  organ- 
ized districts  have  signed  five-year  cooperative  agrccnents  t'>  folloT? 
approved  practices  ^n  33 » 7^-  acres.     (lialci^  Ngt7S  &  Observer,  Morch 

Mo,  Tree  "Spring  planting  will  include  a  nor  cr-^p  f-^r  -.nny 

Planting  Miss^-jiri  farners  this  year — trees,"  says  Miss-uri  ?.-ii'olist, 

(March  l-S),     "Cf  course,  there  is  nothing  noor  r. :  ^  .;t  trees, 
but  vre  haven't  been  accust-^ncd  t^  tho  idea  '>f  buying  and  pi  on  ting  thK!i# 
Mostly,  they  .j'ost  grer,  and  tre'vo  ch'^ppcd  then  doYm,     This  spring  Missouri's 
forestry  pr^gran  is  being  extended  to  the  f ar.ns .        total  -^f  l,~rr,rrr 
young  trees  are  available,  and  f^rders  had  been  received  for  noro  t.:on 
700,000  early  this  n^nth.     It  i?  th-tght  tho  supply  rill        oxhnustcd  be- 
fore the  planting  sea.son  is  evor.     I"  holp  in  th.is  prograr,  Tiree  planting 
den'^nstrati'^ns  are  being  held  by  extension  f^res^ers  in  about  90  counties... 
The  trees  must  be  used  for  rihdbroohs,   or^fi'^n  cntr'^l,        for  nood  or 
post  pr'^ducti -^n, .  .The  c^st   -f  tho  trees  is  SZ  a  thousand,  plus  transporta- 
tion charges,   except  f^r  tl^e  pinos  rhich.  or:  $3  a  thousand.  .  .lit  tlo  need 
bo  said  as  to  the  value  -"^f  trees.     Blac'K  l^c^Jists  ai^e  ^ne        -.or  rest 
gully  control  reapons .     Windbreaks  not  only  teoipor  the  rinds  but  conserve 
soil  oioisture.    And  rntoh        -ur  less  fortile  land  can  be  3adc  more  profit- 
able by  -Duttin.T  it  in  trcos  for  r^sts  "^r  r^'^d..." 
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Senate,  Continued  deo ate  on  H.H,  UH25,  reorganization  oill* 

Mar,  21  The  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  rorestr^"  reported 

with  an  amendment  S. Con. Res.   5>   continuing  the  authority 
of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Forestry. 

Eouse,  Received  from  the  Administrator  of  the  Agricultural 

Mar.  21  Adjustment  Administration  a  "report  of  the  activities  of 

AAA  from  January  1,  1937,  to  June  30,  1938";  ref.  to  Com. 

on  Agriculture. 

(Omitted  from  Congressional  Digest  of  March  20.)    Passed  H.R.  237^, 
to  prohioit  exportation  of  tobacco  seed  and  plants,  except  for  exn")erimental 
purposes, 

(Prepared  "by  Office  of  Budget  and  Pinance, ) 

Insect  "Insects  Cannot  TTin"  is  the  title  of  an  illustrated 

Control  article  hy  Lee  A,  Strong,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology 

and  Plant  Quarantine,   in  Scientific  A'aerican  (April), 
The  last  paragraph  says:   "The  future  of  insecticide  development  is  very 
promising.    An  acid  from  the  cocoanut  is  the  "base  of  a  potent  insecticide. 
Oat  hulls  and  corn  cohs  yield  furfLiral,  and  derivatives  of  this  remarkahle 
compo"and  have  given  promising  results.     S^olfur,  y/hen  conhined  with  other 
substances  found  in  plant  oils,  has  ""been  found  to  oe  quite  toxic.  Corn, 
rye,  wheat  and  other  agricultural  siirpluses  may  "be  fermented  to  produce 
alcohols  v.^ich,  "by  proper  com"bination,  produce  su'b stances  of  great  insec- 
ticidal  and  fungicidal  value.     The  day  may  come  when  insecticides  made 
from  wastes  and  very  cheai:)  products  will  so  reduce  the  price  of  insecti- 
cides that  ^  that  margin  on  v/hich  the  famer  lives,  often  so  narroY/,  will 
"broaden  out  and  lea.d  to  a  better  farm  life  and,   in  turn,  hy  reducing  the 
cost  of  agricultural  products,  to  a  "better  national  life." 

Proved  "In  193o»  1,069  dairy  sires  were  proved,"  says  an 

Dairy  Sires        editorial  in  Hoard's  Dair^^nnan  (March  25).     "ITew  York  was 

first  v/ith  23o,  Wisconsin  second  with  121,   njid  Pennsylvania 
third  v/ith  9^.     Tliis  is  important  v/ork.     It  is  "bound  to  reflect  ultimately 
real  improvement  in  all  dairy  herds  in  this  country.    Because  1,069  "bulls 
vieve  proved  does  not  mean  that  they  were  all  -proved  good  or  that  all  the 
good  ones  are  alive.     But-  it  does  mean  that  a  great  mojiy  of  this  numher 
are  capahle  of  improving  the  milk  ^iroduction  of  our  dairy  herds  and  that 
most  of  them  will  "be  used  until  they  are  no  longer  serviceable.     We  see 
no  way  of  making  suhatant i^l  irfiprovement  in  the  production  of  dairy  herds 
of  this  coimtry  without 'the  use  of  oulls -that  are  Imo^-n  to  he  ahle  to 
tr.ansmit  good  iproduction.     It  v;ill  take  several  yea.rs  "'oefore  proving  "bulls 
and  locating  hrood  cows  v/ill  have  a  decided  effect  on  the  a.verage  produc- 
tion of  our  national  herd,  'but  it  is  encouraging  to  note  thalt  we  are  on 
the  v/ay  tov:ard  deyeloping  more  herds  that  will  average  300  or  m.ore  pounds 
of  fat  a  2'^ea.r,  \7hen  the  average  production  of  all  dair^^  herds  is  only  I70 
"OoijQids  of  fat," 
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CCIvE.lITTES  The  House  Ap-^ropriat ions  Committee  asked  Con^r^ress 

APPPiOVSS  USDA       yesterday  to  aiToropriate  $750,000,000  to  promote  agri- 
A???.OPHIATIOrS      cultural  recovery  "essential  to  the  complete  restoration 

of  '>ur  national  economy, "    The  committee  sent  to  the 
House  a  hill  calling  for  $1, Cc7, 27^» ^27  in  direct  appropriations  and  $S7,- 
727>COO  in  reap^^ropriations  and  an  indefinite  appropriation  estimated  at 
$625,000^  for  all  Agriculture  De-partment  activities  in  the  year  beginning 
July  1.     'Tlie  total  was  $24U,59S,376  more  than  the  President  and  the  Budget 
Bureau  asked. 

Tile  "bill  called  for  $500,  O^'^O,  000  for  soil  conservation  pa;,7nents  imder 
the  Administration's  farm  progr.cim — $15jC00,000  more  than  the  President's 
"budget  called  for — and  $250,000,000  for  farm  x)^^^ity  "benefits  which  the 
hudget  did  not  recomm.end. 

Mr,  P.oosevelt  has  s,aid  no  appropriations  aoove  $Ug5»000,000  should  he 
made  for  the  farm  program  unless  Congress  at  the  same  time  legislates  off- 
setting revenue. 

"The  appropriation  of  Congress  last  year  of  $212,000,000  for  parity 
payments  clearly  indicated  tlie  legislative  policy  with  respect  to  carry- 
ing out  the  new  agricultural  adjustment  act,"  the  comr.iittee  said,  "The 
committee  "believes  its  duty  is  clear  to  -provide  in  this  oill  the  funds_ 
necessary  for  a  continuation  of  that  policy.     Tlie  "budget,  as  submitted  "by 
the  President,  would,  provide  a,  total  of  $Uo5,000,000  for  farm.  pa:^'ments, , , 
The  committee  believes  such  a  reduction  would  be  a  blo^:^  to  the  a.gricul- 
tural  recovery  which  is  deemed  to  be  essential  to  the  complete  restora- 
tion o'f  our  national  econom:y  as  a  v/hole.  " 

Although  the  committee  carried  forward  the  parity  pa;57ment  policy 
set  forth  in  last  year's  recovery  program,   it  made  no  provision  for  special 
loans,  relief  and  rural  rehabilit  ok  ion.     Congress  voted  $175*000,000  for 
the  latter  -^^urpose  last  year. 

CoLuTiittee  hearings  released  wrien  the  bill  was  introduced  showed  Sec- 
ret.ary  Wallace  had  said  that  ujitil  ujiemployment  was  reduced,  agriculture 
was  going  to  be  "in  -oretty  werlc  shape,"    Mr.  Wallace  told  a  subcommittee: 
"About  half  of  the  farm  -problem  is  foijjid  in  the  cities.     If  the  people  in 
the  cities  do  not  produce  more  and  if  there  is  not  less  unemployment, 
there  is  biund  to  be  real  trTO-ble  in  agriculture,  and  there  is  nothing 
you  coxi  do  in  agriculture  that  v.dll  cure  that.  "    'The  Secretary  said  he  be- 
lieved the  nation's  farmers  did  not  want  any  ma j or  changes  immediately  in 
the  crop  control  -progrrjn,  despite  criticism,  in  some  (joaxters.  (A.P.). 
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Protein  for  Dr.  Harry  W,  Titus,  National  Agricultural  Research 

Chickens  Center,  writing  on  proteins  for  chickens,  in  Country 

G-entleman  (April)  says:     ''At  the  Center  it  was  found  that 
as  the  protein  content  of  the  diet  of  growing  chicks  was  increased  from 
XJ>  to  2i  percent  there  was  a  definite  increase  in  the  gain  in  live  weight 
from  a  pound  of  feed.    As  the  protein  content  was  increased  from  21  to 
25  percent,  there  was  a  rather  sharp  decrease  in  the  gain  per  pound  of 
feed.    Thus  growing  chicks  make  the  greatest  gain  per  pouad  of  feed  when 
the  diet  contains  ahout  21  percent  of  protein.    Estimates  were  made  of 
the  relative  efficiencies  of  diets  of  differo.'it  protein  content  in  pro- 
ducing gains  in  live  weight.    A  diet  that  contains  20  percent  of  protein 
is  about  99*7  percent  as  efficient  as  one. that  contains  21  percent;  a 
diet  that  contains  I9  percent  is  9^*7  percent  as  efficient  and  diets  that 
contain  IS  and  I7  percent  are  97*2  and  9^«6  percent,  respectively,  as 
ef  f icient . .  .A  diet  that  contains  18  or  even  I7  percent  of  protein  may  "be 
more  economical,  if  its  cost  is  low  enough, than  one  that  contains  21  per 
cent,  even  though  the  latter  is  more  efficient  in  producing  gains  in 
live  weight.     Often,  however,  the  cost  of  a  diet  that  contains  20  or  21 
percent  of  protein  is  not  enough  greater  than  that  of  one  of  only  I7  or 
18  percent  to  warrant  the  use  of  the  latter.     In  any  case  it  is  good 
practice  to  feed  a  diet  that  contains  20  to  21  percent  of  protein  until 
the  chicks  are  ahout  twelve  weeks  old,  and  then  t®  ds3crcase  gradually 
the  protein  content  to  about  16  or  I7  percent  "by  the  time  the  pullets  are 
ready  to  lay.  The  pullets  then  may  "be  placed  on  a  diet  that  contains 
about  the  same  percentage  of  protein  but  which  is  more  suitable  for  the 
economical  production  of  eggs..." 

Chopped  Hay  "^hat  chopping  hay  with  the  machine  set  for  a  two- 

Storage  inch  cut  results  in  lower  hay  temperatures,  and  consequent 

ly  less  danger  of  spontaneous  combustion,  than  when  the 
ordinary  one-inch  cut  is  used,  has  now  been  confirmed  in  further  work  at 
the  Wisconsin  Experiment  Station,"  says  Hoard's  Dairyman  (March  25). 
"A  discovery  which  promises  to  have  considerable  practical  im.portance 
is  that  2x6  framing  timbers,  used  horizontally  inside  the  waill  of  a  hay 
storage  unit,  furnish  a  cheap  and  effective  method  of  ventilation.  When 
the  hay  begins  to  settle,  these  timbers  tend  to  hold  it  up  near  the  wall, 
thus  causing  cracks  to  extend  out  into  the  hay.    Moreover,  an  air  space 
is  left  under  each  timber.    Ventilated  floors  do  not  seem  to  offer  much 
promise  of  improving  the  keeping  quality  of  hay,  judging  by  the  results 
of  one  season's  trials.     The  hay  kept  better  only  on  the  very  bottom  of 
a  ventilated  bin,  in  the  first  six  or  eight  inches.     No  movement  of  air 
coiild  be  detected  passing  up  through  the  ventilated  floors,   even  with  a 
sensitive  anemometer.,," 
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Increases  in  C.  M.  Parves,  in  the  Agricultural  Sit^aation  (March) 

Parm  Incomes      says  that  while  "public  attention  centers  upon  the  great 

cotton,  corn  and  wheat  ind'jstries ,  to  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  producers,  other  products  are  more  important,"     "The  cash  income  from 
all  crops  combined  was  $3 , 160 ,025,000  in  193^1 "  ^®  says,  ^'as  compared 
with  $3,8U5,6lU,000  in  1937«    ^^"^  within  these  figures  were  several 
industries  which  had  the  largest  cash  inco;:ie  in  several  years.     The  cash 
income  from  corn  (a  major  crop)  was  $271,659>000  in  193^  compared  with 
$221,757,000  in  1937.    The  I93S  figure  was  the  largest  since  1930.  Princi 
pal  reasons  for  the  increase  in  193^  were  the  marked  increase  in  sales 
and  the  quantity  of  corn  placed  under  Government  loan.     The  lean  proceeds 
are  included  in  the  estimates  of  income.     Pe^-nuts  were  another  crop  showin 
larger  income  in  193^  compared  with  1937«    The  $39>95i>000  of  income  re- 
ceived by  producers  in  193^  was  the  largest  in  several  years.     The  1937 
income  was  $36,295*000,     Principal  reasons  for  the  increase  in  193^  were 
increased  sales  of  peanuts  and  relatively  stable  prices  when  compared 
with  1937«     Soybeans  are  rapidly  increasing  in  importance  as  a  contributor 
to  farm  income  and  in  193^  yielded  a  cash  income  of  $31,933 »000»  ^his 
compared  with  $28,030,000  in  1937*  The  193^  income  from  soybeans  was  the 
largest  on  Government  record.    The  increase  in  193^  over  1937  ^^-s  due 
principally  to  the  marked  increase  in  output  more  than  offsetting  lower 
prices.     The  193^  cash  income  from  clover  seed  (red  and  alsike)  totaled 
$15,66U,000  in  193s  compared  with  $9,S62,000  in  1937.     Lespedcza  seed 
yielded  $5,363,000  of  cash  income  in  193S  comipared  with  $U,  757,000  in 
1937*     The  producers  of  maple  sugar  and  sirup  had  a  cash  incone  of 
$U, 281,000  in  I938  compared  with  $3,808,000  in  1937,  and  the  growers  of 
sweet  sorghum  for  forage  received  $2,760, 000  compared  with  $2,112,000  in 
1937. 

Monterey  Dr.  Carl  B.  Wolf,  Rancho  Santa  Ana  Brtanic  Garden  in 

Cypress  California,  reports  in  the  California  Citrograph  (April) 

that  serious  losses  in  plantings  of  Monterey  cypress  have 
occurred  for  more  than  ten  years,  and  it  was  not  until  recently  that 
Dr.     ,  W.  Wagener,  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  demonstrated  that  the 
major  trouble  is  due  to  a  fungous  disease,  Coryneum  cardinale.    He  says 
"the  Monterey  cypress  is  apparently  doomed  in  cultivation  and  no  further 
plantings  should  be  made,"  and  "we  are  hopeful  that  from  among  the 
numerous  strains  of  cypress  being  tested  by  Dr.  Wagener  and  by  us  one 
will  prove  satisfactory  as  a  substitute  for  the  Monterey  cypress." 

Farm  Loans  in  More  emphasis  is  being  placed  by  life  insurance  com- 

Insurance  panies  on  the  making  of  farm  mortgage  loans  than  for  more 

than  a  decade,  the  Federal  Home  Loan  Bank  Review  reports. 
The  Review  published  a  s^orvoy  of  investments  of  all  kinds  by  life  insur- 
ance companies  showing  that  after  a  long  period  of  uncertainty  in  farm 
financing, their  farm  mortgage  portfolios  have  leveled  off  their  down- 
ward trend  in  volume.     The  survey  was  based  up'^n  information  obtained  from 
about  50  insurance  companies  having  more  than  90  percent  of  the  assets  of 
all  such  companies  in  the  United  States,  (V/ashington  P-^st,  March  19.) 
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Senate,  '  Passed  H.R.  UU25»-  reorganization  Dill. 

Mar.   22  '  Mr.  Mead  submit'ted '  an  .amendment  he  intends  to  propose 

to  S.  .130.3,  to  amend  the  agricultural  adjustment  act  of 
1932  with  respect  to  cotfon.    Mr,  Pit.tman  submitted  amendments  he  intends 
to  propose  to  H.R.  313^»  to  amend  the  act  authorizing  temporary  detail  of 
employees  to  foreign  countries.         .  '  ' 

House, 

Mar,  22  Passed  H.R.  5219 >  second  deficiency  appropriation 

bill  for  1939.     As  passed  the  HouSe,  the  bill  carries  the 
follov/ing  items  for  this  Department:'  fighting  forest  fires,  $2,4S0,000; 
provision  for  spending  in  ITew  York  $cO,000  of  the  appropriation  for  Hew 
England  hurricane  damage;  enforcement  of  food,  drug  and  cosmetic  act, 
$15,000;  increase  in  limitation  on  international  production  committees 
from  $17,500  to  $25)500.     Ihe  follov/ing  items  for 'which  there  were  estim- 
ates were  not  included  in  the  bill:  water  conservation  and  utilization 
p'rojects,  $5,000,000;  and  Dutch  elm  disease  eradication,  $200,000. 
(prepared  by  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance. ) 

Poultry  The  "lOst  interesting  observations  to  be  made  from  the 

Production         new  egg  ?jid  poultry  production  estimates  of  the  Bureau  of 

Agriculti;j?al  Economics  is  the  fact  that  the  "v7est  ITorth 
Central  States  seems  to  be  losing  their  place  as  the  nation's  chief  pro- 
ducer of  eggs.     These  states  are:  Minnesota.,  Iowa,  Missouri,  North  Dakota, 
South  Dclsota,  Hebraska  £?jid  Kansas.     In  1930,  these  states  produced  28.6 
percent  of  the  nation's  egg  supply,  while  in  1937  they  only  produced  23.^ 
percent.     This  decline  represents  about  200,000,000  dozen  eggs.     To  off- 
set this  decline  in  the  iTorth  TYest  Central  States,  the  New  Zngland,  Mid- 
dle Atlantic  and  Eo.st  IT^rth  Central  States  ho.ve  increased  their  production 
by  approximately  the  some  mount.    -This  means  that  the  Corn  Belt  States' 
have  been  losing  out,  while  the  heavily  T)opulated  Eastern  States  have  been 
gaining.     The  Mountain  ojid  Pacific  States  have  been  losing  a  little  of 
their  former  position  as  cm  egg  producing  area.     The  same  thing  coji  gen- 
erally be  said  for  x^oultry  production,     'The  T7est  llorth  Central  States  are 
prodiicing  a  smooller  T)ercentage  "of  the  nation's  crop  of  x'^oultry,  while  the 
South  and  ITortheast  are  ex-panding.     However,  a  few  years  of  normal  feed 
crop  production,  with  no  droughts  to  force  poultry  on  the  market  might 
change. this  situation  considerably.      (Aneri can  Poultry  Journal,  April.) 

"Drop-In"  Milk  The  Scientific  American  (April)  reports  there  is  now 

Cooling  Unit        available  a  new  "drop-in"  milk-cooling  unit  which  can  be 

installed  in  any  standard  type  of  milk-cooling  cabinet. 
The  new  unit  consists  of  a  cooling  coil  and  motor-driven  Y/ater-circula.t ing 
device  enclosed  in  a  cylindricaJ  steel  shell.     The  cooling  coil  is  con- 
nected to  and  refrigera.ted  by  means  of  a  compressor.     It  may  be  used  in  aji 
old  or  new  milk-cooling  cabinet  and  plugged  into  an  electrica.l  outlet. 
Proper  temperature  in  a.ll  pa.rts  of  the  cooler    is   assured.     The  unit  is 
G^available  in  two  sizes  for  cooling  tv/o  to  six  "ca.ns  of  milk  ci  day. 


DAILY  DIGEST  

'repared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S,  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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AAA  BELIEFIT  The  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration  reports 

PAYTVEilTS  that  expenditures,  including  "benefit  pa^Tiients  to  farmers, 

totaled  $35^>765>757  durin{5  the  first  eight  months  of  the 
fiscal  year.     Included  in  the  crop  control  subsidies  were  $119 , 062, 7^^^ 
in  cotton  adjustment  pa;/Tnerits  on  the  1937  crop,  $29,503*^72  in  r)ayments 
to  sugar  -producers  for  cooperating  v;ith  the  1937  production  program  and 
$15^,23^^,192  in  soil  conservation  pa^Tiients.  (A,?.). 


Av'IARYLLlS  The  tvrenty- sixth  annual  ainaryllis  show  of  the  Depart- 

EXEI3IT  ment  of  Agrico.lture  is  open  in  the  exhibit ion_  conservatory 

at  Foiirteenth  Street  and  Constitution  Avenue  (Washington), 
It  will  remain  open  daily  and  Sunday  fromi  9  a.m.  until  9  P.J^i»  ,  including 
Sunday,  April  2.     The  fea.ture  of  the  show  this  year  is  the  -surest  white 
amaryllis  ever  grown.     7or  more  than  a  decade  the  department  si^ecialists 
have  been  developing  v^hat  has  previously  been  considered  an  inroossibility, 
a  Y.h.ite  amaryllis.    Each  yea-r  they  have  been  getting  a  m.ore  satisfactory 
white  bloom  and  this  year  they  believe  they  have  fina.lly  reached  their 
goal.     In  the  show  are  more  than  1,200  pots,  each  containing  tv/o  or  three 
X^lant  stalks  with  2  to  10  bloor^s  on  a.  stalk.     There  are  more  than  6,000 
amaryllis  blooms,     (Wa.shington  Star.) 


WliEAT,  ELOUR  The  Agriculture  De^oartment  reports  sales  of  whea.t 

EXPORT  SAIES      and  flour  f  ;r  export  totaled  aTn'oximately  91,600,000 

bushels  from  July  1,  1933,  to  March  IS,  I939.     The  depart- 
ment said  that  of  the  total  sales  for  export  a.  bounty  had  been  paid  on 
approximately  67,3^0,000  bushels.     Tlie  bounty,  made  to  enable  exporters 
ti  meet  foreign  competition,  has  averaged  about  30  cents  a  bushel.  The 
department  reported  tha.t  a.bout  77»00'.., 000  bushels  of  the  v/heat  actually 
had  been  eiroorted.     Sales  of  v/heat  represented  about  S2  percent  and  of 
flour  a.b ')iit  IS'  -percent.     Officials  sa.id  it  should  be  ea.sy  to  reach  the 
exrport  goal  of  100,000,000  before  the  new  wheat  season  opens  July  1. 


CZECHOSLOVAK  Tariff  rates  set  by  the  year-old  trade  agreement 

TARIFES  EilD       with  Czechoslovak:ia  will  be  terminated  April  22  under  a 

proclama^t ion  issued  by  President  Roosevelt,     The  action 
affects  not  only  what  ;Yas  C:^echuslovakia,  but  also  mea.ns  that  a.pplication 
of  lower  duties  provided  in  the  GzoCh agreement  to  products  of  other  na- 
tions under  the  most-favored-nation  treatment  comes  to  an  end.     The  trade 
agreement  itself  is  not  cajiceled,  however.     (?ress, ) 
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Trade  Barrier  A  ten-j^oint  -irorrarn  which  v;ill  "be  considered  o*~  the 

Conference         ITational  Conference  on  Interstate  Trade  3-arriers  in  Chi- 
cago, A;-)ril  5j  ^  7j  is  anno-ujiced  "b7  the  Co-ancil  of 
State  G-overnment s.    The  co-ancil,  as  the  joint  governmental  agency  serving 
the  various  states,  has  talcen  the  leadership  in  the  ra")idly  gror.dng  move- 
ment to  combat  the  danger  threatening  the  nation's  free  trade  throu.gii 
discriminatory  state  legislation  and  interstate  trade  v.^alls.     The  ten- 
point  program  outlined  for  consideration,  as  made  ^rn'olic  "by  Franl^  Bane, 
director  of  the  council,  is  as  follows:   (l)  truch  and  motor  vehicle  reg^a- 
lations;   (2)  ports  of  entry;  (3)  oleomargarine  lav;s;   (U)  horticultiiral 
products;  (5)  itinerant  truckers;   (6)  use  taxes  (v:ith  or  without  compen- 
satory tajc);   (7)  milk  and  dairy  -products;  (8)  discriminatory  lavrs — live- 
stock, poultry  and  general  foods;  (3)  huilding  material,  "building  codes, 
etc.;  (10)  liquor  laws.     (Memphis  Commercial  Appeal.) 

Frozen  Foods  An  eidiioit  if  processed  vegetable    <?Jid  fruit  varieties 

Exhibit  v:as  held  in  Yakima  (W.:ish.  )  recently  under  auspices  of  the 

Yakima  Chc>mber  of  Commerce,  U.S.  Frozen  Pack  Lo'ooratory, 
Fruit  and  Vegetable  Products  Laborator^y  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Irrigation  Brajich  Experiment  Station  of  l7ashington  State  College. 
Crops  included  in  the  display  were  peas,  snao  beans,  cherries,  sweet 
corn,  lima  beans,  strawberries,  plums,  apricots  .and  peaches.     Studies  of 
yield,   quality  ond  growth  habits  of  vegetables  and  fruits  are  an  im-;)ortant 
part  of  the  program  of  the  experiment  station.    An  informal  cooperative 
relationship  wr,s  entered  into  with  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and  Soils  early 
in  1937>  whereby  suitability  of  various  crops  for  freezing  and  canning 
could  be  studied,     Tliis  work  is  seen  as  having  special  significance  in 
view  of  possible  desirable  changes  in  the  cropr)ing  systems  on  present 
irrigcated  lands  and  the  potential  increase  in  a.ra.ble  land  occurring  from 
irriga.tion  projects  nov:  under  way,     (Western  Cajiner  and  Packer,  Majrch, ) 

Shelterbelt  Kenneth  T7.  Taylor,  of  the  Forest  Service,  writes  on 

Benefits  "Shelterbelt s  a?!  Recreation  Areas  a^id  Gams  Hefuges"  in 

Parks  and  Hecrea.tion  (l.iarch).    He  says  in  pa.rt:    "It  is  in- 
teresting to  consider  the  recreation  implications  of  the  field  shelter- 
belts  being  planted  on  the  Plains  by  the  Forest  Service,     The  shelberbelts 
are  on  privately  omied  laiid  a.nd  immediately  adja.cent  to  cultivated  fields, 
so  from  the  standpoint  of  the  public  their  recreation  possibilities  are 
limited.     Yet,,,  they  are  ma.gnets  for  neighborhood  children, and  farm 
families.     Still  a.nother  recrea.tion  service  of  the  shelterbelt s  is  to  pro- 
vide refuges  where  smaJl  game  crai  propa^gate, ,, There  a.re  at  least  three 
tyjQs  of  (recreation)  development  which  are  crying  for  attention.  Plaiit- 
ings  around  school  grounds  and  church  yards  \Yo\ild  be  dual  purposed,  pro- 
tecting buildings  from  the  winds  .and  providing  recreation  grounds.  Il- 
lustrative of  the  great  need  is  the  fact  tha.t  more  thaji  9^  ;">ercent  of  the 
a>pproximately  29.000  rural  schools  in  the  Plains  States  are  entirely/  de- 
void of  trees,,, The  third  type  is  'ivxel'j  for  recrea.tion  grounds,  v,dth  per- 
haps a  skating  rink  or  svjiiming  pool  in  the  sheltered  areas,,," 
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Installing  H.  J,  Ralimlovz,   secretary  of  the  tTisconsin  Beekeepers 

Package  Bees       Association,  reports  in  the  Cour.try  G-entlernaji  (April): 

"The  method  of  installing  package  "bees  shipped  in  from 
the  South  as  recommended  oy  v/orkers  in  the  U,S,  3\ireau  of  Entomology  and 
Plant  Quarantine  was  tested  "by  a  nurn'oer  of  "beekeepers  in  Wisconsin  d-jLring 
the  past  aeason  and  found  to  oe  very  satisfactory.     In  fact,  it  \7as  su- 
perior to  any  method  the  "beekeepers  had  ever  tried.     The  method  employs 
the  use  of  a  common  orchard  or  garden  sprayer  delivering  a  coarse  (sugar 
sir'Ltp)  spray  at  lo',^  pressure ,3y  using  this  method,  the  queen  often 
starts  laying  eggs  in  less  than  one  day  and  on  an  average  with  rr^r.y  tri- 
als, approximately  in  three  and  one-half  days  less  than  vzith  other  methods 
previously  used.    The  losses  of  queens  have  "been  much  less  "by  this  method, 
and  if  v/ell  organized  there  is  a  saving  of  laTDorl" 

Invention  "Improved  equipment  for  cleaning  ditches  is  one  of  the 

Cleans  Ditches    "byproducts  of  large-scale  work  "by  CCC  camps  to  put  pu'blic 

drainage  ditches  in  "better  condition,"  says  Scientific 
American  (April),     "One  new  machine  that  promises  good  results  was  de- 
scri"bed  "by  D.  A,  Isler  of  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Engineering  re- 
cently.    The  machine  consists  of  two  winch  drums  on  a  truck  chp^ssis  that 
has  a  light  "boom  extending  from  one  side  for  operating  a  scraper.     It  is 
used  where  dragline  excavators  cannot  "be  used  economically.     Dirt  loosened 
in  the  ditch  "by  plowing  is  removed  with  scrapers  pulled  "by  a  ca"ble  from 
one  of  the  winch  drums.    Another  ca"ble  running  over  the  'ooom  from  the 
other  winch  returns  the  scraper  to  tha  iniddle  of  the  ditch  for  reloading. 
He  said  thjree  such  machines  have  "been  ouilt  "by  the  "bureau  and  are  now  in 
use  at  CCC  drainage  ccmpe.    Tlie  machine  can  "be  easily  mounted  on  and  re- 
moved from  practically  any  make  of  truck  of  1  l/2  tons  or  larger. Tlie 
outfit  will  handle  10  to  15  cuoic  yards  an  hour  at  a  cost  of  25  to  35  cents 
a  yard.     It  is  operated  "by  a  five-man  crew," 

Smaller  "Tiie  trend  in  oerry  marketing  is  tov:ard  smaller  crates, 

Berry  Crates        says  Col,  L,  3ro\vn,  in  Country  Gentleman  (April),  "He- 
suits  of  the  past  few  seasons  indicate  that  the  2^pint 
crate  is  most  suitaole  for  early  strawberry  sections.    After  the  supplies 
of  straw'oerries  "become  more  plentiful,  cons'cmers  oegin  to  "buy  a  quart  of 
"berries  at  a  time  and  the  2U-q'jLart  crate  gives  "best  results.    Por  most 
parts  of  the  country  the  2^crate  will  he  found  suitable,  Hasp"berries 
should  "be  packed  in  pint  hoxes  and  preferably  2^-pint  crates, ,  .Blackber- 
ries are  preferred  in  quart  "boxes  pud.  2^quart  crates, ,  .High  quality  cul- 
tivated "bluelDerries  sell  to  "better  advantage  in  pint  "boxes  vhien  prices 
are  high,  although  at  the  height  of  the  season  quarts  sell  quite  readily. 
Wild  "blue'berries  and  huckle'Derries  are  taken  readily  enough  in  quart 
boxes.     The  2^4-quart  crate  is  preferable  for  this  fruit  also,,." 

New  Plywood  A  new  kind  of  ply.Yood  is  on  the  market.     The  layers  of 

wood  are  put  together  with  hot-pressed  resin  glues,  mak- 
ing the  wood  waterproof  so  it  can  be  used  for  forms  in  making  concrete 
fo'ondations,  dairy  barn  walls,  etc..    (Parm  Journal,  April,) 
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Senate,  Passed  the  following  hills:   S,  69.,  relating  to  the  ap- 

Mar.  23  pDrtioiiinent  of  shares  ot  ,th«  sugar  crop  for  1939  and  19^0, 

vjith  amendments;  H. J.Hes.'  I5O, ., to  amend  the  Joint  resolution 
providing  for  invitations  to  foreign  governments  to  p)articipate  in  the 
Third.  International  Congress  for  Microhiology,  without  amendment  (this 
oill  will  now  he  sent  to,  the  President);  E.R.  3^01,  to  extend  the  time 
for  retirement  of  cotton  pool  participatipn  trust  certificates,  ydth  amend- 
ments. 

Both  Houses  appointed  conferees  on  H.R»  U^-l-25,  reorganization  "bill.- 

Received  a  supplemental  estimate  of  appropriation  for  administration 
of  the  sugar ^01  1937>  involving  a  new  appropriation  of  $5,000,000,  plus 
re appropriation  of  a,  193S  unobligated  halance  of  $1,500,000,  for  the  fis- 
cal year  19395  "to  Com,  on  Appropriations  (S.Doc,  UU) , 

Mr,  G-urney  spoke  in  favor  of  an  amendtnent  which  he  intends  to  propose 
to  H.R.  3790,  reciprocal  tax  hill,  to  malce  gasoline  tax  free  vmen  mixed 
with  alcohol  from  farm  products. 

Adjourned  until  Mor^day,  March  27. 

House,  Began  general  dehate  on  H,R.  5269,  agricultural  appro- 

Mar,  23  priation  "bill  for  19^0,  Y/hich  had  heen  reported  from,  the 

Committee  on  Appropriations  (H.Rept.  279).     It  was  agreed 
that  the  House  meet  at  11  0^  clock  March  2^  and  that  general  dehate  on  the 
hill  continue  for  3  hours. 

The  Committee  on  Rules  reported  v;ithout  amendment  H, Con, Res,  11,  con- 
tinuing the  special  Joint  Committee  on  Forestry  (H,Rept.  280), 

Hearings:  Cora,  on  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce,  March  2U;  railroad 
legislation,  H.R.  2531. 

(Prepared  hy  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance.) 

House,  Dehated  the  agricultural  appropriation  hill. 

Mar,  2h  Agreed  to  an  amendment  hy  Mr.  Pace  requiring  that 

twine  iDurchased  hy  the  Department  he  made  from  domestic 

materials. 

The  following  amendments  were  rejected  without  record  votes:  ' 
hy  Mr.  King,  increasing  Hawaii  Experiment  Station  from  $55 > 000  to  $fO,'* 
000;  hy  Mr.  Dimond,  increasing  Alaska  Exr^eriment  Station  from  $23,  75^ 

to  i^25,000;  hy  Mr.  Iglesias,   increasing  extension  work  in  Puerto  Rico  from 
$^5,000  to  $SS,000;^  hy  Mr.  heavy,  providing  $25.0,000  additional  mider 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service  for  work  in  Latin  America;  hy  Mr,  Miller,  in- 
creasing airways  weather  service  and  research  from  $3*33^,095  $^,i05,- 
000;  hy  Mr.  Yoorhis  of  Calif.  ;  increasing  fruit  and  vegetable  crops  and 
diseases  from  $1,328,9^2  to  $1,3^3,9^2;  hy  Mr,  Flannery,   increasing  forest 
economics  from  $121,295  to  $139,295;  hy  Mr,  Peterson  of  Fla. ,  under  agri- 
cultural diemical  investigations,   increasing  the  .omount  for  Citrus  Products 
Laboratory  in  Fla,  from  $15,000  to  $19,000. 

The  following  items  were  stricken  from  the  hill  on  points  of  order: 
hy  Mr,  Ditter,  Mexiccji  f  rait  fly  control;  hy  Mr,  Taher,  citrus  canker  eradi- 
cation. 

The  Senate  was  not  in  session. 


DAILY  DIGEST  

repared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department, 
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SALAP.Y  Tile  Supreme  Court  ye3terda7  cut  av.^a^^  a  centujry  of  prece- 

TAX  BILL  dent  in  a  sv/eeping  decision  declaring  salaries  of  federal 

employees  subject  to  state  taxation  and  removing  immunity 
of  state  officials  from  federal  income  tax,   says  a  report  in  the  !7ashington 
Post.     The  6-to-2  decision  by  Justice  Stone  cleared  the_wa37  for  reciprocal 
taxation  of  federal  and  state  errrployees'  incomes  and'  rendered  virtually 
unnecessary  an  administration  bill  for  the  same  p'orpose.     The  salary  tax 
bill,  which  already  had  passed  the  House  and  is  now  on  the  Senate  calendar, 
is  ex^oected  to  be  enacted,  to  -protect  affected  salaries  from  retroactive 
taxation.     Congressional  exr)erts  estimated  the  yield  from  federal  taxation 
of  state  incomes  at  approximately  $l6,CC0,00C  on  the  present  tax  structure, 
and  believed  state  governments  might  collect  at  least  that  much  on  federa-1 
salaries. 


SUPREIvIS  COURT  The  Supreme  Court  agreed  yesterday  to  pass  upon  the 

TO  PASS  OH  AAA      constitutionality  of  the  agricultural  marketing  agree- 
ment act  of  1537         orders  issued  under  the  law  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  says  an  Associated  Press  report.    The  tribunal 
consented  to  reviev/  litigation  from  two  Federal  District  Courts,  one  of 
which  held  the  law  unconstitutional  and  the  other  constitutional,-  Orders 
issued  under  the  law  regulated  milk  marketing  in  the  Hew  York -and  Boston 
areas.     The  cases  were  set  for  argument  the  week  beginning  Monday,  April 
2U.     The  government  appealed  from  a  decision  of  the  Horthern  Hew  York  Fed- 
eral district  Court  which  held  that  the  operation  of  a  milk  marketing 
equalization  fund  wo.s  "confiscatory,"    Under  the  law  millc  handlers  con- 
tribute to  a,  settlement  pool  from  which  scorns  based  upon  the  amounts  of 
milk  sold  in  various  classifications  are  paid  to  producers, 

SOCIOLOGY  Lectures  on  social  issues  will  be  presented  on  ten 

LECTUEFS  consecutive  Fridays  by  the  Agriculture  Department  Graduate 

School,  it  was  announced  yesterday.     Dr.  Ploward  VJ,  Od-am, 
Director  of  the  Institute  for  Research  in  Social  Science,  University  of 
Horth  Carolina,  will  deliver  the  first  lecture  Friday  on  "Facing  Our  Social 
Problems,"    The  lectures  will  be  given  at  5  'J»^^^»        "ti^e  Department  audi- 
torium.    Lecturers  will  be  David  Cushman  Coyle,  Dr.  Dexter  S.  Kimball,  Dr, 
Raymond  Pearl,  Dr.  Frank  H.  rlariLcins,  Dr.  Michael  I.I.  Davis,  Dr.  Harry  El- 
mer Bcirnes,  Dr.  Handley  Cantril,  Dr.  Karl  T7,  Bigelow  and  Dr,  Hornell  Hart, 
(Uashington  Post, ) 
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Food  Stamp  Plans  for  distri"bution  of  s^jirplus  farm  products 

Program  through  normal  trade  channels  on  an  e.xperimental  "basis 

provide  for  issua.nce  of  food  stamps  to  needy  persons  re- 
ceiving or  certified  for  puhlic  aid.     The  stamps  would  "be  redeemable  by 
the  Government  and  acceptable  in  reg^ilar  retail  food  stores  for  designate, 
sujrplus  commodities.     They  would  be  used  to  provide  low-income  families 
with  food  purchasing  power  in  addition  to  their  usual  food  p^archa3es. 

Part  of  the  funds  already  available  to  the  Pederal  Surplus  Comm-odi- 
tics  Corporation  for  surplus  removal  operations  would  be  used  to  finance 
redemption  of  the  surplus  commodity  stamps. 

According  to  present  plans,  the  e^rperimcnt  would  he  tried  in  a  few 
representative  cities  of  varying  population,  from  50»000        .i^^  widely 
separated  areas.    D'oring  the  course  of  the  experiment,  the  usual  direct 
distribution  "by  the  FSCC  thro^^h  State  relief  agencies  probably  would  be 
discontinued  in  the  experimental  cities.     In  the  rest  of  the  country, 
surplus  purchases  by  the  FSGC  and  distribution  through  State  relief 
agencies  will  he  continued,  ■  _ 

The  surplus  food  products  distrihutcd  landcr  the  experimental  plan 
would  move  from,  the  producer  to  the  consumer  in  the  reg-ular  wholesale  and 
retail  trade  channels. 

There  are  three  variations  of  the  experimental  plan,  all  of  v/hich 
are  based  on  the  same  fundamental  principles.    Each  is  expected  to  be 
given  a  trial  in  one  or  more  cities.     The  chief  difference  is  in  the 
method  of  getting  the  stamps  into  the  hands  of  eligible  families.  Accord- 
ing to  present  plains  the  stamps  for  purchasing  s^orplus  products  would  he 
blue. 

One  variation  of  the  plan  provides  for  issuing  the  blue  stamps 
with  orange  stamps  in  the  ratio  of  one  blue  stamp  with  two  orange  stamps. 
The  orange  stamps  could  be  exchanged  for  any  f^^d,  whether  s-'orplus  or 
not.    Eligible  persons  who  mad.e  applicati'^n  would  receive  orange  stamps, 
dollar-f nr-dollar ,  in  lieu  of  a  porti'-.n  of  their  WPA  wage  ^r  direct 
relief  payment.  They  would  be  given  the  blue  stamps. 

The  only  purpose  '^f  issuing  the  orange  stamps  with  the  blue 
stam.ps  \tr)u].d  he  tn  make  sure  that  the  hlue  stanDS  were  n^t  used  to  re- 
place customary  food  purchases. 

A  second  variation  of  the  plan  also  provides  for  issuing  orange 
stamps  and  blue  stamps  together.  But,  eligible  persons  would  purchase 
the  orange  stamps  for  cash. 

A  third  variation  of  the  plo^n  provides  for  issuing  blue  stamps 
only.     The  operation  of  this  m.ethod  would  be  studied  to  determine  whether 
the  use  of  orange  stamps  wa^s  necessary  to  prevent  surplus  purcha.ses  from 
replacing  regular  food  p^archascs. 
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Pood  Stamp  Program  (continued) 

For  the  two  variations  of  the  plan  providing  for  orange  stamps, 
the  stamps  would  he  issued  in  hooks  in  values  ran^^ing  from  $U  to  $15? 
The  hooks  ?;ould  also  contain  half  as  many  hlue  stamps  as  orange  stamps. 
The  value  of  each  hlue  stamp  and  each  orange  stamp  would  he  25  cents. 

In  order  to  guard  against  reduction  in  present  cash  expenditures 
for  food,  heads  of  families  who  elect  to  purchase  orange  stam:ps  will  he 
required  to  purchase  at  least  one  dollar *s  worth  of  stamips  per  week  per 
person  in  the  famdly.    Thoy  would  he  permitted  to  purchase  up  to  o.  maxi- 
mum of  ahout  50  percent  more  in  orange  stamps  if  the  need  existed. 
Under  this  system,  families  receiving  sta^.ps  would  he  spending  a.t  least 
$1  per  person  per  week  for  food  and,  through  use  of  the  hlue  stamps 
distrihuted  with  the  orange  stamps,  would  be  getting  at  least  an  addi- 
tional 50  cents'  worth  of  surpl^os  commodities  for  each  person. 

Regulations  governing  the  use  of  the  sta-ps,  tentatively  agreed 
upon,  are  as  follows: 

The  orange  stam.ps  could  bo  exchanged  for  any  kind  of  food,  and 
for  ho-'osehold  necessities  us^oally  purchased  in  grocery  stores, 
such  as  starch  and  soap,  but  co-old  not  bo  used  to  purchase  beer, 
v/ine,  liqu'^r,  or  tobacco.    The  blue  stamps  w^uld  bo  gond  only  for 
the  purchase  of  com.moditics  designated  as  s^orplus. 

No  books  of  stam.ps  could  be  sold  or  transferred  by  the  holder. 

To  be  accepted,  the  stamps  would  have  t'^  bo  detached  from  the  book 
at  the  tim.c  the  purchase  was  r:ade. 

In  '^rdor  to  assure  current  use  of  the  sta-ps  p^orchased,  applica-nts 
would  be  requirec".  t'^  turn  in  an  empty  book  for  each  new  book  p-or- 
chased,  with  the  exception  that  the  book  for  the  period  im.mediatoly 
preceding  need  n'^t  be  t^urned  in  at  the  tim^e  of  purchase. 

In  cities  where  orange  stamps  are  sold  to  certified  eligibles  for 
cash,  they  will  be  available  at  relief  agency  headquarters. 

In  experimental  cities  whore  no  orange  stamips  are  issued,  blue 
stamps  will  be  issued  to  eligible  fam.ilies  who  agree  to  use  them 
to  supplement  usual  p^orchases. 

Studies  to  determine  the  effect  on  nutriti-^n  and  the  demand  for 
surplus  farm  products  will  be  conducted  in  all  cities  in  which  the  experi 
mental  plan  is  tried.     Plans  for  the  extension  of  the  experirxontal  pro- 
gram to  other  areas  will  depend  upon  the  results  achieved  in  the  test 
cities. 
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Civil  Service  Tlie  Civjl  Service  Comniission  announces  the  follo\7ing 

Examination         exarr.inatioiir  j-oiiior  observe^  in  meteorology,  $ljUUO, 

37>  assemlDled,  Weather  Bareau,    Applications  must  l^e 
on  file  not  later  than  the  follov/ing  dates:   (a)  April  17,  if  received 
from  states  other  than  those  named  in  "b;   (h)  April  20,   if  received  from 
the  following  states:  Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Montana,  Nevada, 
ilevY  Mexico,  Oregon,  Utah,  Washington,  Wyoming. 

House,  Continued  delDate  on  E.K.  5269,  agricultural  appropria- 

Mar.  25  tion  hill  for  I9U0. 

Tlie  following  items  were  stricken  from  the  hill  on 
points  of  order:  gypsy  "browntail  moth  control;  Dutch  elm  disease  eradica- 
tion;  sweetpotato  weevil  control  (this  item  was  later  restored  to  the  hill 
in    amended  form). 

The  following  amendments . were  agreed  to:  hy  Mr.  Caldwell,  increasing 
insects  affecting  man  and  animals  from  $175»OC)0  to  $1S1,500;  hy  Mr.  Gif- 
ford,  limiting  the  use  of  the  migratory  hir""".  conservation  f^and,  hy  a  vote 
of  91  to  72  (Mr,  Cannon  of  Mo,  later  asserted  that  this  amendment  v/as  in- 
effective hecause  it  merely  amended  the  title  of  an  act  cited  in  the  item); 
"by  Mr,  Hendricks,  increasing  m^arket  news,  service  from  $1,119,S02  to  $1,- 
122,302. 

The  follo\Ying  amendments  were  rejected:  hy  Mr.  Kleherg,  increasing 
pink  hollworm  control  from  $4U6,S00  to  $9C6,g00,  hy  a  vote  of  66  to  132; 
hy  Mr.  Rich,  decreasing  general  administrative  expenses  (Biological  Survey) 
from  $118,000  to  $110,000;  hy  Mr.  August  H.  Andre  sen,  prohihiting  pur- 
chase of  agricultural  or  pasture  land  for  wildlife  refuges,  hy  a  vote  of 
107  to  122;  hy  Mr.  Taher,   striking  out  economic  investigations;  hy  Mr. 
Plannagan,   increasing  tohacco  insT)ection  act  from  $375*000  "t^  $525 » 000, 
hy  a  vote  of  kO  to  85. 

Points  of  order  against  the  following  items  were  overruled:  hy  Mr. 
Schafer  of  Wis.  ,  pink  hollv;orm  control;  hy  Mr.  Taher,  economic  investiga- 
tions. 

An  arnendiiient  hy  Mr.  Hull,  to  increase  the  percentage  of  tariff  re- 
ceipts which  may  he  used  in  connection  with  surplus  commodities  from  30 
to  60  percent  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

An  amendment  hy  Mr.  Johnson  of  Okla.  is  pending,  to  decrease  the 
amount  sr)ent  hy  Soil  Conserva,tion  Service  in  the  District  of  Columhia  to 
$1, goo, 000. 

The  Committee  on  Rules  reported  without  amendment  K.Res,  I30,  to  pro- 
vide for  an  investigation  of  the  Works  Pr'^g^ess  Administration  (H,ReDt, 
312). 

The  Senate  was  not  in  session, 

(prepared  hy  Office  of  Budget  and  Finance, ) 

Tractor  Tires  Tractor  tires  are  nov/  heing  made  with  a  new  type  of 

vaJve  v/hich  speeds  the  provess  of  piitting  in  water  hal- 
last.     Since  the  emptying  Joh  is  simplified,  too,  the  valve  may  do  away, 
in  most  cases,  with  the  need  of  antifreeze  solutions  in  tires.  (Country 
Home ,  April .  ) 


